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It’s between  
you and us – 
we promise!

Family Planning of MV   
517 State Road, VH • 508-693-1208 

friendsoffamilyplanning.org

PRIVATE!GeorGe B. Brush

Attorney at Law
459 State Road, 
West Tisbury

508-693-7733

martha’s vineyard  
insurance 

508-693-2800 
mvinsurance.com 

Vineyard Haven  • Edgartown  •
• Oak Bluffs 

VINEYARD 
AUTO 

SCHOOL
508-696-3748

George A.  
Santos, Jr. O.D.

Adult & Children 
Vision Care,  

Vision Therapy 
Contact Lenses

638 Main St., Vineyard Haven

508-693-7222

H.N.  
Hinckley

& Sons, Inc
ACE Hardware

Beach Rd.,Vineyard Haven 
508-693-0075

 

Monday–Friday, 7:30 am–5 pm  Saturday, 8 am–12 Noon
Old Stage Road, across from Takemmy Farm in West Tisbury

508-693-5975 or 508-693-0025

EXCAVATIONJOHN KEENE
Martha’s Vineyard  

M U S E U M

59 School St., Edgartown

508-627-4441    www.mvmuseum.org

 E x p l o r i n g 

I s l a n d 

 H i s t o r y

4 State Rd, VH · 508 693 0803  
educompmv.com

Computer Sales & Service  
Office & Art Supplies  

& More

BY SARAH ORTLIP-SOMMERS

The New England Asso-
ciation of Schools and 
Colleges (NEASC) has 

awarded the regional high 
school continued accredita-
tion after its visit last year. 
The accreditation pro-
cess takes place decennial-
ly and aims to establish and 
maintain high standards 
for education, according to 
NEASC’s website. This ac-
complishment is a testament 
to the high quality of educa-
tors at MVRHS and the hard 
work of every student.

The NEASC Committee 
on Public Secondary Schools 
(CPSS) evaluates each edu-
cational institution based on 
several educational standards. 

The first step in the process 
was a self-study by educa-
tors at the high school. The 
study lasted from June 2010 
until March 2013. The school 
was praised for its collabora-
tion among members of the 
School Advisory Council, 
student council, School Com-
mittee, and professional staff 
during the self-study.

“The purpose of the self-

study is to go through the 
whole process and make the 
school aware of any deficien-
cies,” said physics teacher 
Dana Munn, whose job dur-
ing the study included evalu-
ating the school’s support 
services for students.

“I think the self-study was 
more important than the ac-
tual visit,” said senior Mikayla 
Tinus, who was involved in 
the self-study evaluation. “We 
were forced to examine every 
part of our school, which I 
think is the most important 
part of the process.”

Preparations for the NEASC 
visit included establishing a set 
of “Core Values and Beliefs” 
that was implemented and 
encouraged among students 
and teachers. By the time the 
committee arrived on the 
Island, students and faculty 
members were well-versed in 
the school’s goals to encourage 
them to “aspire, collaborate, 
and engage.” 

During their visit to the 
Island last spring, members 
of the visiting committee re-
viewed self-study materials, 
shadowed students and teach-
ers during the day, observed 

classes, toured the campus, 
and engaged in meetings with 
faculty members, students, 
parents, and administrators. 

They also wrote and pre-
sented a full report on their 
findings. The report, which is 
available to students and par-
ents through Edline, provides 
praise and criticism of certain 
aspects of the school’s educa-
tional system. Additionally, 
the report outlines specific 
suggestions for ways to make 
the school the best it can be.

A sampling of the numer-
ous commended items in-
clude the establishment of 
a clear set of beliefs about 
learning, challenging and 
measurable learning expecta-
tions; vocational programs; 
lessons providing students 
with 21st century skills; align-
ing curriculum with the 
Common Core; use of au-
thentic tasks in electives and 
higher-level classes; work-
study and mentoring pro-
grams; support for new teach-
ers; identification of learning 
gaps; common preparation 
periods for new and alterna-
tive-education teachers; and a 
school culture that provides a 

“safe, positive, respectful, and 
supportive” climate.

The CPSS also requested 
that school officials submit 
a Special Progress Report by 
September 1, 2014. This re-
port should include detailed 

information about action to 
address a few specific issues. 
They include development of 
strategies to ensure that all 
students are held to high ex-
pectations, removing of bar-
riers to self-nomination for 
class enrollment to achieve 
equity, engagement in formal 
cross-disciplinary collabora-
tion, and evaluation of the 

HVAC system.
Highlighted recommenda-

tions from the letter include 
ensuring the school has de-
veloped school-wide rubrics 
and identified targeted levels 
of achievement, implementing 
a formal process for oversight 
of alignment of curriculum 
and for review of data from 

student achievement on com-
mon assessments, updating 
of remaining documents in 
the common format, pro-
viding opportunities for all 
students to engage in chal-
lenging assessments, imple-
menting assessment of school 
and student progress and 
communicating that informa-
tion to students and families, 

reviewing the current advisory 
model to provide adult/stu-
dents relationships that will 
assist and support students, 
and improving the shared vi-
sion, trust, and mutual respect 
among building and district 
level administration.

Teachers are not shocked by 
the concerns raised by the re-
port. “The recommendations 
were mostly things that came 
out of the self-study,” said Mr. 
Munn. “Any issues that were 
brought up in the report we 
were aware of before the visit. 
The report seemed consistent 
with our study.”

The CPSS congratulated 
the administration and facul-
ty for completion of the first 
two phases of the accredita-
tion program. The next step 
is the follow-up process, 
during which the school will 
implement valid recommen-
dations in the report. The 
school’s accreditation status 
will be reviewed again upon 
submission of the Special 
Progress Report. HSV

BY G. GALEN MAYHEW

Sixty-four students com-
peted for three grand 
prizes presented in hon-

or of former Tisbury Wa-
terways president Mr. James 
H. Porter in the annual sci-
ence fair this past Saturday. 
Among the many projects 
were studies on the effects 
of gravity on plant growth, 
biofuel made from algae, a 
multipurpose cabinet/dress-
er designed and built for col-
lege, and a smartphone app 
to teach the proper response 
to a seizure.

Judges evaluated projects in 
two categories: engineering 
and investigation. Said judge 
Molly Peach, “We look at how 
the students are following the 
scientific method. Not only 
that, but critical thinking is a 

really big part 
of it. You can 
tell how much 
each student is 
thinking about 
their project, 
and reflection 
is important.”

Fellow judge 
Savannah Law-
son said, “They 
don’t necessar-
ily have to have 
definite con-
clusions right 
now, they just 
need to have 
ideas about 
what should 
have happened 
with their proj-
ect or why it 
didn’t.”

While some students en-
tered the fair hoping for 

awards, others entered for dif-
ferent reasons. “I participated 
in the science fair because it 

looks good for college, it’s fun, 
and you can learn something 
by participating,” said junior 

Peter Ruimerman.
While judges milled 

through a forest of display 
boards, visitors were drawn to 
the sight and sounds of whir-
ring blades. Windmills are a 
separate category of the high 
school’s science fair, entered 
by students of Dana Munn’s 
Honors Physics classes. The 
windmill testings began just 
after 9 am, using a wind tun-
nel built by Mr. Munn to 
determine electrical output. 
Fourteen turbines were en-
tered in the science fair with 
21 students represented.

“For me, the science fair 
gives students the opportuni-
ty to do a hands-on project,” 
said Mr. Munn. “The wind-
mill project was inspired by 
the real turbine we have here 
at the high school and fits 
in well with the physics cur-
riculum.” 

The high school’s wind tur-
bine was built using money 

donated by Caroline “Nana” 
Rheault in 2006. Said Mr. 
Munn, “The goal of her do-
nation was to inspire careers 
in renewable energy. We are 
trying to further that goal 
with the windmill project in 
the science fair.”

Following the conclusion 
of the judging period, the 
grand prize winners were an-
nounced. Freshmen Patrick 
Best and Pearl Vercruysee 
took first place with their 
study on the electrical out-
put of cyanobacteria. Second 
place went to junior Saman-
tha Potter and her study of 
the pH levels of Crystal Lake 
in Oak Bluffs, and third to 
junior Alistair Rizza and her 
“Pocket Lifesaver” app.

“I’m looking forward to 
doing more work and getting 
ready for the regionals,” said 
Patrick. “We’re going to try to 
improve our project further 
and do our best.” HSV
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Plants from space land during science fair

High school accredited for 10 more years

ARTWORK BY THORPE KARABEES

The View will not publish 
until Thursday, March 6, 
due to Presidents’ Day 
and February vacation. 

See you next month!

Freshmen 
Patrick Best and 
Pearl Vercruysee 
won first place 
at the science 

fair on Saturday, 
February 8.
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