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Sergeant safeguards school

BY RUSSELL SHAPIRO

here have been 95 in-
-|_ cidents of firearm vio-

lence in schools across
the country since the San-
dy Hook Elementary School
shooting two years ago this
Sunday, according to the
website Everytown for Gun
Safety (everytown.org). In
the office of the new School
Resource Officer (SRO) Ser-
geant Mike Marchand, there
is a large map of the Unit-
ed States with the location
of each of those shootings
marked on it. One of the key
motivators for having Ser-
geant Marchand of the Oak
Bluffs Police Department in
the school is to minimize the
chances of such an incident
occurring at the high school.

Sergeant Marchand spoke

about the map in his office,
and the location of many of
the pins on it. He said, “Most
are in small communities,
so it can happen here.” Ser-
geant Marchand has a vest-
ed interest in the school as
he has a daughter currently
enrolled. He said, “I wanted
to make sure the program

was built correctly.”
Sergeant Marchand’s office
is strategically placed at the
front of the school, where he
is as close as possible to what
is now the one entrance point
while school is in session.
“If anything happens, I can
hear it and quickly address
it,” he said. That one entrance
point now also has a security
enclosure, where any visitor
must first check in before be-
ing allowed into the school.
Receptionist Inez Montanile,
who greets and checks in
each person who enters the
school, commented on the se-
curity enclosure. “It’s not bul-
letproof or anything, but it’ll
slow someone down if they
want to do something.”
Principal Gilbert Traverso
spoke about the presence
of an SRO, which is now
mandated by Massachusetts
state law. He said, “Tt sends
the message that safety is the
priority. We want to reduce
the possibility of a negative
incident.” Mr. Traverso pre-
viously worked at a school
in Springfield that had two
SROs and a security guard.
Mr. Traverso described Ser-

geant Marchand’s ability to
become a part of the school.
“He’s blended right into the
school community. I haven’t
heard any negative feedback.”
History teacher Andrew

Marchand’s importance to
teachers. “I think he could be
valuable to a teacher with a
concern about a student.”
Senior Sam Potter spoke
about Sergeant Marchand’s
value to students. “He is af-
filiated with the school but is
someone new who students
may feel more comfortable
talking to than, say, an ad-

Vandall said that Sergeant
Marchand is doing much
more than just acting as se-
curity for the school. “I teach
Intro to Law, and I had him
in to speak about student’s
concerns with police, and a
number of other issues. It’s
valuable for students to hear it
directly from him.” Mr. Van-
dall also spoke about Sergeant

Elite program scores Courtney

BY ELIE JORDI

egional high school soph-
omore and soccer team

goalkeeper Cana

Courtney has qualified for
the US Olympic Develop-
ment Team.

Cana decided to try
out for the an Olympic
Development team to
improve her skills dur-
ing the spring and winter
months. The tryouts were
held in an indoor facility
in Marlboro.

Cana said, “There were
eight other girls fighting
for a spot as the team’s goal-
keeper.” Her athleticism was
commended as she earned a
place on the team.

The Olympic Develop-
ment Program (ODP) offers
athletes an opportunity to
play with the best players in

Cana Courtney boots a ball down field
on October 21 during the MVRHS fall
soccer season.

their age group. They offer
quality instruction from re-
nowned coaches. And only
the most elite players make
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it on the team.
The varsity goalkeeper
coach, Ryan White, support-

ed Cana’s ambitions to try out

for the ODP team. “Cana

athlete and ODP will af-
ford her the opportunity
to hone her skill set and
elevate her game to the
next level.” Looking into
the future, ODP provides
Cana with the exposure

at the collegiate level.
Coach White added,

“Athletes like Cana are

the reason I coach -
they are always looking to
improve their game and
hold themselves to a higher
standard.” Hsv

she needs to pursue soccer !

has all the traits of an elite !

Officer Marchand
stands with students
at the high school as

they wait for buses on
Monday December 8.

ministrative figure who has
been at the school for years.”
Mr. Marchand spoke about
his demeanor, and how he
comes across to students. “I
can’t fix my size. 'm a big
guy, but my demeanor is not
meant to be intimidating.”
Mr. Marchand does not wear
a typical police uniform.
His regular attire appears

much like standard street
clothes, a fact he discussed.
“Statistics show an SRO is
more approachable without
a uniform. I don’t want to be
intimidating.”

Sergeant Marchand can
help address issues with
drugs and alcohol without
placing a student within
the legal system. Sergeant
Marchand said, “Every
incident we’ve had
with drugs or alcohol
has stayed within the
school.”

Sergeant Marchand
discussed his role in
such issues within the
school. He said, “I didn’t
want my role to be per-
ceived as a disciplinar-
ian. I'm considered a
liaison to the school for
the police departments
on the Island.” Sergeant
Marchand’s presence in
the school was also con-
sidered to be of value
because of the relationships
he could build with students.
“I can offer assistance to po-
lice departments with issues
with students outside of the
school. I would be considered
less adversarial because I
know them,” he said.

Mr. Traverso spoke about
the importance of having
a safe school. “There are a
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couple things I have a hard
time dealing with--bullying
and violence. If bullying
doesn’t take place, there’s
often no need for a student
to come back and do some-
thing violent.”

There is also a new pro-
gram that Sergeant March-
and is helping to launch,
called tip411. The program is
designed to help law enforce-
ment connect with the public,
and will allow anyone to send
an anonymous tip to the
school about any issue. “We're
going to try and launch it
through the students,” he
said. “The tips will imme-
diately come to myself and
other administrators, and we
can discuss how to deal with
them. It could save a kid. Say
a freshman is being bullied,
we could get a tip, and com-
bat it a bit earlier.”

Mr. Traverso spoke about
the importance of engag-
ing students in the overall
safety of the school. “Kids
are the number one re-
source for safety. If they
feel uncomfortable, they’ll
say something.” Sam Potter
also remarked on the safety
of the school. “I feel very
safe in our school, and the
school’s safety procedures
have given me one less
thing to worry about.” Hsv

Carolers bring Christmas cheer

BY MADDY MOORE
ational Honor Society
(NHS) students

N took the Christmas
message to heart by
visiting Windermere last
Friday. Students sang
carols, and socialized with
the residents. Senior and
NHS co-president Caley
Bennett said, “It’s fun
going there and talking
to all the residents! They
have great stories and
they all seem to have fun
whenever we are there.”
Both the students
of NHS and the
Minnesingers came

together to sing a variety
of Christmas classics

such as “Frosty the
Snowman,” “The 12 days
of Christmas,” and “Jingle
Bells.” Senior Grant
Santos, member of NHS,
said, “I think singing
is a really easy way to
brighten people’s day, and
it’s a change of pace for
the folks at Windermere.
It’s a special treat they
don’t always get to do!”
Caley commented on
how music can connect
people of all ages. “It’s
really fun when we sing
songs from when they
grew up. I remember
singing L.O.V.E. One of
the ladies started singing
and dancing along. It
was inspiring to see how

music can take people
back to a different part of
their life.”

However, the residents
are not the only people
who enjoy this visit.

This is the second visit
to Windermere from
NHS students this year
and is surely not the last.
Senior Josie Iadicicco
has been volunteering at
Windermere for over a
year. She is also a member
of NHS and helped
organize the visit. “I
went into this experience
expecting to help others,
when in reality they have
greatly improved my
outlook on life, and for
that [ am grateful.” usv
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Computer Sales & Service

Office & Art Supplies
& More

4 State Rd, VH - 508 693 0803
educompmv.com

H.N.
Hinckley
& Sons, Inc

ACE Hardware
Beach Rd.,Vineyard Haven

508-693-0075

v

martha’s vineyard
insurance

508-693-2800

mvinsurance.com
Vineyard Haven - Edgartown - Oak Bluffs

MARTHA’S VINEYARD
MUSEUM

Exploring
Island
History

59 School St., Edgartown
508-627-4441 www.mvmuseum.org

George A.
Santos, Jr. O.D.

|"|| Adult & Children
' Vision Care,
(| Vision Therapy
crnencamcain - Contact Lenses
638 Main St., Vineyard Haven

508-693-7222

PRIVATE!

It’s hetween

you and us -
we promise!
Family Planning of MV

517 State Road, VH * 508-693-1208
friendsoffamilyplanning.org

Island Alpaca (o.

I Head of the Pond R, Oak Bluffs

508-693-5554 - islandalpaca.com

GEORGE B. BRUSH
Attorney at Law

459 State Road,
West Tisbury

508-693-7733

EXCAVATION

Old Stage Road, across from Takemmy Farm in West Tisbury

508-693-5975 or 508-693-0025

NE

Saturday, 8 am—12 Noon




