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BY ZACHARY BRESNICK

The Vineyarders won a 
shutout victory (14-0) 
against the Nantucket 

Whalers at Vito Capizzo Sta-
dium last Saturday. The Vine-
yarders started strong, forcing 
a Nantucket fumble that the 
Vineyard recovered early in 
the first quarter. On the first 
offensive play Jacob Cardo-
za, sophomore running back, 
ran 66 yards for a touchdown, 
aided by senior Deshawn 
James’s blocking. Later in the 
first quarter Austin Chan-
dler, sophomore linebacker, 
recovered another Nantucket 
fumble, putting the Vineyard 
offense led by senior Tony 
Breth, quarterback, on the 
field. Cardoza then scored an-
other touchdown with 38 sec-
onds left in the first quarter. 

Coach Donald Herman, 
who has led the Vineyard to 

17 of its 18 victories in the 
Island Cup series, described 
how he tries to motivate his 
team—or rather how he does 
not. “Playing the game is a 
motivation by itself,” said 

Mr. Herman. “There is a lot 
of community pride for our 
football team, and the players 
didn’t want to be known as 
the team that lost the Island 
Cup after a 9-year winning 

streak.” To handle this pres-
sure, the team handled game 
preparations a little differ-
ently for Nantucket. Said 
Coach Herman, “We had 
four practices for Nantucket 

and our quarterback, Tony, 
returned after an injury. He 
managed the offense well.”

“Defense had an over-
all great game with a few 
takeaways and fourth down 

stops,” said junior Paul Jef-
fers-Mayhew. “The intensity 
was at a season high.”

In the fourth quarter se-
nior Joe Turney, defensive 
back and team captain, 
intercepted the ball from 
Nantucket with 3:30 re-
maining, sealing the vic-
tory. Said senior John Henry 
O’Shaugnessy, “Pride was at 
stake. The Cup. Not taking 
the lead in the series.” 

According to coach Her-
man, this was the first time 
in Island Cup history that 
the Vineyard won a shutout 
on Nantucket. The boat ride 
home was packed, brimming 
with life and excitement. The 
players were then greeted at 
the dock by fire trucks and 
ambulances with blazing 
horns and flashing lights. 
Both the Vineyard and Nan-
tucket ended their season 
with a 5-6 record, though the 
Vineyard has won the Island 
Cup 10 years straight, and 
now leads the series 18-17. HSV

BY NATHANIEL HORWITZ

Complex biomolecular in-
teractions can now be 
mathematically concep-

tualized for the first time 
thanks to regional high school 
graduate Patrick Smadbeck. 
Working with University of 
Minnesota professor Yian-
nis Kaznessis, Mr. Smadbeck 
solved a series of mathemati-
cal conundrums that have 
confounded scientists for 
more than seven decades. The 
two are co-authors of a pa-
per titled “A Closure Scheme 
for Chemical Master Equa-
tions” in the current issue of 
the Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, a 
leading scientific journal. The 
equations are the only com-
plete model of probability in 
biomolecular networks, with 
implications for pharmaceuti-
cal development and biologi-
cal research.

Mr. Smadbeck and his 
twin brother Jamie graduated 
from MVRHS in 2005. Both 
studied chemical engineer-
ing at the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology and 
currently pursue doctorates in 
the subject, Jamie at Princeton 
University and Patrick at the 
University of Minnesota.

Their former high school 
math teacher Craig Dripps has 
fond memories of the twins. 
“I taught for 38 years, and the 
Smadbeck twins were by far 
my smartest students. They 
taught me, actually,” said Mr. 
Dripps, laughing. “I remem-
ber in 2004 they successfully 
calculated the chances of the 
Red Sox winning the World 
Series.” Mr. Smadbeck’s 
breakthrough relied on dif-
ferential concepts, which he 

learned from Mr. Dripps. 
When Mr. Dripps learned 
about Mr. Smadbeck’s paper, 
he was not surprised. “Their 
minds are so extraordinary. 
I’m very excited and really 
proud of him. Those two are 
destined to do great things.”

Mr. Smadbeck had similar 
feelings towards his old math 
teacher. “My brother and I 
came out of middle school two 
years ahead in math, so we 
had Mr. Dripps for four years. 
He really helped us,” said Pat-
rick. Mr. Smadbeck was mod-
est about his work, although 
he admitted to its difficulty. “I 
started two years ago. Now we 

have established a numerical 
solution to a series of prob-
lems previously considered 
unsolvable,” he said, “Now we 
are extending the work, try-
ing to apply it to biomolecular 
problems in reality rather 
than theory. We’ve already 
had a couple good results, and 
we just need to connect the 
dots. We should publish again 
soon, and I will probably 
graduate this spring.”

Said Mr. Kaznessis, “Pat-
rick has been an exceptional 
researcher since he joined my 
group four and a half years 
ago. Engineering relies on 
mathematical models, but 
until now describing biologi-
cal systems has been far too 
complex.” Noting the rising 
threat of antibiotic-resistant 
superbugs, Mr. Kaznessis said, 
“We are trying to engineer 
antibiotic technologies based 
on lactic acids that can target 
food-borne pathogens. There 
is a lot of work to be done, but 
we are starting development 
and a couple of companies 
have expressed interest. Pat-
rick’s work is a step forward in 
our quest to understand living 
organisms and develop effec-
tive treatments.” HSV
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Grad works to save world from superbugs

Vineyarders shut out Nantucket 14-0

BY NATHANIEL HORWITZ

The young adult novel 
“Speak”, by Laurie Halse 
Anderson, should be re-

quired reading for all in-
coming freshmen. The pro-
tagonist, Melinda Sordino, 
is raped at a party the sum-
mer before freshman year. She 
calls the cops but is unable 
to speak and flees the party. 
Cops break up the party, ar-
rest students, and Melinda en-
ters high school an outcast.
Her friends abandon her, her 
grades plummet, and her par-
ents fail to support her, leav-
ing Melinda sunken in depres-
sion. Throughout the year, 
Melinda discovers her talent at 
basketball and expresses her-
self through art, recovering 
from her trauma and at last 
confronting her attacker. 

“Speak”, which won more 
than a dozen honors and was a 
finalist for the National Book 
Award, is a tale of identity, 
courage, and finding one’s 
voice. More importantly, it 
is a rejection of violence and 
victimization. As required 

reading for incoming fresh-
men, “Speak” would encour-
age kindness, bravery, and 
confidence. It would also pro-
mote sexual assault awareness, 
drawing a clear line about 
what is acceptable, and what is 
evil. This is an essential step in 
reducing sexual violence dur-
ing a time when the number 
of sexual assaults is on the rise. 

According to the Rape, 
Abuse & Incest National 
Network (RAINN), there are 
almost a quarter of a million 
sexual assaults a year in the 
United States, of which 60 
percent are never reported. 
RAINN estimates that one 
in six women will be the 
victim of an attempted or 
completed rape. 

Faced with such horren-
dous figures, it is hard to 
know where to start in the 
fight against sexual violence. 
One step would be raising 
awareness of not only the 
physical damage, but the last-
ing emotional harm caused 
by rape, and encouraging 
both girls and boys to speak 
out against their attackers. 
Assigning “Speak” to all in-
coming freshmen would be a 
good way to start. HSV

Read this book

A representation of Mr. Smadbeck’s mathematical model.
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(Left) Liam Smith, left, Tony Canha, right, and the Vineyarders celebrate their shutout victory against Nantucket last Saturday. 
(Right) Vineyard fans Charlotte Potter, top, and Michaela Rivard enjoy the exciting game.
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Due to the efforts of community

members and students, the regional

high school lunch program will de-

but a variety of new meals this

spring.
Last week, two local caterers from

the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s

Chefs Move to Schools program vis-

ited the high school to offer a sam-

pling of fish tacos and sweet pota-

toes. These caterers, Jaime Hamlin

and Jan Buhrman, have both been

working with the high school's Well-

ness Committee and lunch contract

to bring more nutritious and great-

tasting meals to the cafeteria.

“Kids are offered samples, they

vote, and if a great majority love it,

we create a large recipe to put on

the school lunch menu,” said Ms.

Buhrman.
Founded in May 2010, the Chefs

Move to Schools program is part of

First Lady Michelle Obama’s Let’s

Move! initiative, which aims to solve

the childhood obesity epidemic

within a generation. 

“We’ve seen a lot of frozen and

processed foods work their way into

school lunches and we are trying to

change that, said Ms. Buhrman. “In

the last year, a lot has changed al-

ready because [director of dining

services] Leslie Floyd is so commit-

ted to adding fresh, local foods to

the menu.”
Ms. Floyd has worked to improve

the meal options offered at the

school. “It’s always a challenge get-

ting kids to try new things, but usu-

ally by the second or third time we

try something new, it catches on,”

she said.

This June, the culinary depart-

ment will host a competition, fund-

ed by the Martha’s Vineyard Savings

Bank, in which students will submit

their own recipes for meal ideas.

Samples will be given out at lunch

for students to judge, and two win-

ning recipes will be served on the

lunch menu before the end of the

school year.

“All of the meals have to meet

strict nutritional standards, so it’s a

great way to get the students more

aware of what’s in their food,” said

vocational director Jeff Rothwell.

Mr. Rothwell has encouraged culi-

nary students to participate in the

competition.

“The fish tacos I tried were deli-

cious,” said sophomore Nathaniel

Horwitz. “If the lunch program

wants to offer more food like that,

I’ll be more than willing to try it.”
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By the end of the Minnesingers’

performance two-hour performance

last weekend, the student “saints”

of the first half of the show had be-

come a group of “sinners.” Their

transformation highlighted the the-

matic contrasts of the

high school Min-

nesingers’ 45th annu-

al spring performance,

“Saints and Sinners.”

The show was divid-

ed into two parts. The

first featured a saintly

program of choral

arrangements from

around the world, in-

cluding traditional

pieces from England,

Lithuania, and Den-

mark. The next portion

of the show spotlighted

the sinful sides of the

performers through

songs and dances that

portrayed the seven

deadly sins: wrath,

gluttony, envy, greed,

lust, sloth, and pride. 

“It’s always wonderful to see them

grow and watch them mature and

take on leadership roles,” said Min-

nesingers director Janis Wightman.

“While I was putting the program to-

gether, I wanted to raise the bar and

help them challenge themselves.”

The singers recognized these chal-

lenges as well as their achieve-

ments. 
Junior Taylor McNeely said, “See-

ing as how we have a lot of new peo-

ple this year, I was really pleased

with how it all turned out. It was

cool how we were all able to come

together and pull it off.” 

Junior Samantha Chaves agreed.

“During the dress rehearsal before

the show, we were kind of worried

that we wouldn’t

pull through. But

we did and it felt

amazing,” she said.

For the dance

portion of the

show, Ms. Wight-

man was open to

suggestions from

the students. They

chose songs that

were less tradition-

al and more mod-

ern, including “The

Lazy Song” to rep-

resent sloth, “Gold

Digger” to exhibit

greed, and “Canni-

bal” to convey glut-

tony. Several pieces

featured soloists –

including senior

Amalie Tinus’s ren-

dition of “Rollin’ in the Deep” and

senior Anna Yukevich’s perform-

ance of “Diamonds are a Girl’s Best

Friend.”
The audiences for both shows en-

joyed the students’ performances.

Audience member, junior Brad

Segel said, “It was very good. I know

some of the people who were in it,

so I know how much hard work

they did, especially in the past cou-

ple of weeks.”

Biology teacher John Nelson said,

“The Minnesingers bring joy to our

great school and the wonderful Is-

land community. They give an op-

portunity for musically talented stu-

dents to shine and glow here on our

beautiful Island.”

As the curtain fell, the current

year of Minnesingers drew to a

close. 
“The year went by so fast,” said

Taylor McNeely. “I’m glad I have an-

other year. I’ll miss the seniors who

are leaving, but I’m excited to see

the new group that will come up

next year.” 

Ms. Wightman said, “From the

kids to the adults involved, my ex-

pectations were met and surpassed.

It was an amazing team effort.” 

Minnesingers dazzle audiences
This summer, a handful of stu-

dents from the regional high school

will be spending their days on the

playing field as they fulfill their

summer internships with the

Sharks, Martha’s Vineyard’s colle-

giate baseball team. This is the sec-

ond year that the Sharks have of-

fered this internship to high school

students who seek experience in

sports management. 

According to business and sports

management teacher Josh Bur-

goyne, the internship will entail a

variety of responsibilities and expe-

riences. “It covers a lot of aspects,”

he said. “They could be doing any-

thing from cooking burgers, to tak-

ing inventory, to dressing up as the

mascot. The wide range of tasks

makes for good experience in busi-

ness.” 
In addition to these responsibili-

ties, the interns will be involved in

marketing and community relations

for the Sharks. They will also be

given the opportunity to work

alongside the Sharks’ administra-

tive team in order to execute an op-

erational plan for the season.

Jerry Murphy, the general man-

ager for the sports team, came to

the regional high school last Mon-

day to talk with Mr. Burgoyne’s

sports management class and in-

form students of the employment

opportunity. Junior Sean McAn-

drews, a hopeful applicant, said, “It

definitely inspired me to apply. If

I’m an intern this summer, it will be

great professional experience that

will give me a good background for

what I want to do with my life.”

Junior Brendan Maseda interned

for the Sharks last year. His duties

included keeping score online and

showing up several hours prior to

the first pitch to set up. “I did it as

my second job, and it can be hard

work,” he said. “I did it because it

might be something I pursue in col-

lege. But more than anything, I did

it for my love of the game.” 

By Lily Bick

By Marc Natichioni

Interns play ball

PHOTO BY TRUDA SILBERSTEIN

The Minnesingers perform the song “Gold Digger,” 

originally recorded by Kanye West. 

Since this is our last issue, we

would like to take this opportunity

to extend our deepest gratitude to

all who have helped and supported

us with The High School View this

year. To The Martha’s Vineyard

Times, thank you for continuing to

accommodate and sponsor this re-

source for students interested in

journalism. Thanks to Jim Osborn

for helping us put The View togeth-

er, to Susie Safford for answering all

of our questions, and to Doug

Cabral for generously making space

available for us in The Times every

week. To the faculty and students

at the regional high school, thank

you for providing us with article

ideas, interviews, and constructive

feedback. We would especially like

to thank all of the students who

contributed to The View this year —

from mastheads and articles to

headlines and photo captions, your

talent and hard work allowed us to

win First Place in the All-New Eng-

land category from the New Eng-

land Scholastic Press Association.

To our brilliant faculty advisor, Dan

Sharkovitz, thank you for providing

us with the endless support, advice,

and humor we needed to achieve

our best. Finally, to all of our read-

ers, thank you for giving meaning to

our efforts — this paper is for you.

Thank you.

BY THORPE KARABEES

Thank you

Students judge new menu options

By Eva Faber

By Warren Gowell and 

EmmaJean Holley
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