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The academic awakenings of students 

include finding their own “paths to purpose.” 

-Will Damon 
 

 
 

January 2018 
 
 
 

Dear MVRHS Students: 

I am pleased to present to you the 2018-19 Program of Studies. In this document, you will 
find a wide range of courses and pathways that will help all of you meet your post-
secondary goals. 
 
This program of studies reflects a rich and diverse curriculum taught by eighty talented 
teachers. From honors and AP offerings to CTE and arts, music, world language, and 
business, our program of studies offers exactly what a comprehensive high school should. 
 
Take this opportunity to take eight classes per semester in our rotating block schedule. 
You will want to make the most of your four years here. To this end, we already know that 
students who experience more diversity in their education have a higher-quality life after 
high school than those who stick to a narrow track. 
 
The way you define excellence in education dictates the way you will achieve success in 
school. 
 
With Best Wishes for Your Continued Success,  
 
Sara Dingledy 
Principal 

 
  



 
3 

HIGH SCHOOL 
CORE VALUES, BELIEFS, AND LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 

 
NARRATIVE 

Our theory of action is that MVRHS should develop the heart and the mind of all of its students.  In order for 
students to be prepared for college and life, they need a strong academic background and a set of socio-emotional 
skills that make them adaptable, healthy, employable and happy.  Our school strives to provide students with the 
classroom experience and school culture that promotes all of this. 
 
Learning Expectations and Classroom Experiences: 
At MVRHS, we strive to create classroom experiences and assignments that promote the realization of the 
following learning expectations so that students will possess: 
 
Critical thinking • Critically consume media/ sources/ data 

• Integrate multiple points of view to land on an opinion/thesis 
• Draw comparisons across multiple texts and disciplines 
• Ask and seek answers to questions 
• Be active readers and thinkers— be able to actively interact with the 

written word and determine meaning 

Problem Solving • Observe and evaluate situations to define problems 
• Frame questions, make predictions and design data/information collection 

and analysis strategies 
• Identify patterns, trends and relationships that apply to solutions 
• Generate a variety of solutions, build a case for a best response and 

critically evaluate the effectiveness of the response 
• See opportunities, find resources and seek results 
• Use information and technology to solve problems 
• Persevere in challenging situations 

Effective written and 
verbal communication 

• Demonstrate organized and purposeful communication in English and at 
least one other language 

• Use evidence and logic appropriately in communication 
• Adjust communication based on the audience 
• Use a variety of modes of expression (spoken, written and visual and 

performing including the use of technology to create and share the 
expressions) 
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ACCREDITATION STATEMENT 
 
Martha's Vineyard Regional High School is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and 
Colleges, Inc., a non-governmental, nationally recognized organization whose affiliated institutions 
include elementary schools through collegiate institutions offering post-graduate instruction. 
 
Accreditation of an institution by the New England Association indicates that it meets or exceeds criteria 
for the assessment of institutional quality periodically applied through a peer group review process. An 
accredited school or college is one which has available the necessary resources to achieve its stated 
purposes through appropriate educational programs, in substantially doing so, and gives reasonable 
evidence that it will continue to do so in the foreseeable future. Institutional integrity is also addressed 
through accreditation. 
 
Accreditation by the New England Association is not partial but applies to the institution as a whole. As 
such, it is not a guarantee of the quality of every course or program offered, or the competence of 
individual graduates. Rather, it provides reasonable assurance about the quality of opportunities 
available to students who attend the institution. 
 
Inquiries regarding the status of an institution's accreditation by the New England Association should be 
directed to the administrative staff of the school or college. Individuals may also contact the 
Association: 
 
 

COMMISSION ON SECONDARY SCHOOLS 
 

NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 
        209 BURLINGTON ROAD 

BEDFORD, MA 01730 
 

 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

 
The M. V. Public Schools recognize the right of each student and employee to perform in an atmosphere 
free of harassment, intimidation, ridicule, hostility or offensiveness. MVPS extends its policy of 
nondiscrimination to students, staff, the general public, and individuals with whom it does business No 
person shall be excluded or discriminated against on account of race, color, sex, gender identity, 
religion, national origin, age, disability or sexual orientation. Anyone aggrieved by or complaining of 
discrimination because of race, color, sex, gender identity, religion, national origin, age, disability or 
sexual orientation may register a complaint with the Civil Rights Compliance at the Office of the 
Superintendent, RR2 Box 261, 4 Pine St., Vineyard Haven, MA 02568, 508-693-2007, ext. 12. (See 
complete statement of civil rights policy in MVPS policy manual, pp. 16-22). 
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2018-2019 SCHEDULING AND GRADING GUIDELINES 
The following guidelines should be read carefully and followed in selecting your courses for 
next year. In making your choices, please keep in mind the following requirements: 

 
1. All students must carry 7 courses on their schedule at all times. It is the student's 

responsibility to enroll in 7 courses each semester and to complete this task during the 
add/drop period. If the student is not enrolled in 7 courses by the end of the add/drop 
period, he/she will be placed in an elective which is available during her/his free period. 

 
2. Students must meet all prerequisites determined by the departments to be enrolled in a 

course and follow all procedures listed for each course in the Program of Studies. In 
certain circumstances, students not having the necessary course prerequisite may 
schedule a course with the department head's permission. 

 
3. A student who wishes to add/drop a course must do so by the 8th day of the first quarter or 

by the 8th day of the third quarter for a second semester course. After this deadline, the 
student must stay in the originally scheduled class until the end of semester. The student 
must receive all required signatures on the Program Change Form for the change to be valid. 
A student should not disrupt a class in session to get a Change Form signed by a teacher. 
Teachers can refuse to sign the Program Change Form but must talk with the counselor in a 
timely fashion with their concern about the change. The student must stay in his/her original 
schedule until the Program Change Form has been returned to Guidance by the student 
properly signed by all specified individuals. The change will then be entered into the 
computerized grading and attendance program used by teachers. 

 
4. Any schedule change after the add/drop window will be for only a level change or due to 

extenuating circumstances which impacts student learning. This change requires a 
special exception approved by the Director of Guidance. 

 
5. Students or parents requesting a level change must do so before the last three weeks in a 

quarter. With three weeks remaining in the quarter, the student must stay in the course until 
the end of the quarter and at the end of semester will take the mid-year exam. She/he will 
receive the grade from the student's current teacher. The change can then take place at the 
beginning of the next quarter. 

 
6. There will be no teacher shopping at any time during the scheduling process except when a 

student has previously and unsuccessfully taken the course with the selected teacher. 
 

7. If a course is offered as a full year course, the student must stay with the same teacher in the 
linked semester courses for both semesters. 

 
8. Any student who fails required English, social studies, science and or math course must 

make it up either by scheduling it in summer school or by re-scheduling it during the next 
academic year. Any student who fails English 9 or English 10 cannot schedule the next level 
of English without first making up the course failed. 

9. Teacher Assistant, Independent Study, Work Study, Mentorships and Senior Projects 
paperwork and placement must be completed within the add/drop window. 



 
6 

 
10. Teacher Assistant and Independent Study forms are available in Guidance. The form must 

be signed and reviewed by the teacher, the department head, and the Assistant Principal 
then returned to Guidance to be signed and entered into the student's schedule. TAs and 
Independent Studies can only be scheduled as an eighth course. The Assistant Principal is 
the person approving the TA or Independent Study. 

 
11. Students requesting a Work Study or a Mentorship must meet with the CTE Director to 

obtain the forms and review the procedures. This should be done as early as possible before 
the beginning of the semester to assure all components of the application process can be 
completed in a timely fashion within the add/drop window. The student will remain in 
her/his originally scheduled courses until the work study or mentorship has been approved 
by the CTE Director. 

 
12. Students requesting a Senior Project for the second semester must meet with the Assistant 

Principal to obtain the forms and review the procedures. This should be done as early as 
possible before the beginning of the second semester to assure all components of the 
application process can be completed in a timely fashion within the add/drop window. The 
student will remain in his/her originally scheduled courses until the Senior Project has 
been approved by the Assistant Principal. 

 
13. Credits Required for Promotion 

a. From Grade 9 to  Grade 10  30 credits 
b. From Grade 10 to Grade 11  60 credits 
c. From Grade 11 to Grade 12  90 credits 

 
14. Course Credit 

a. 20.00 credits—Career Technical Education courses, (20 blocks per 10 day cycle) 
b. 5.00 credits--Courses meeting for one full year (5 blocks per 10 day cycle) 
c. 2.50 credits--Courses meeting for one semester (5 blocks per 10 day cycle) 

 
15. Graduation Requirements 

All students must pass the Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment exam (MCAS) in 
English, mathematics and science. Students must also complete all disciplinary and financial 
requirements set forth by the administration. Most students in the ninth and tenth grades will 
have a common core of learning. In any high school year students may take college credits 
courses, which may be used to meet high school graduation credit requirements. Graduation 
minimum requirement credits are 120. 
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MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADUATION 

(Five Credits = 1 Full Year Course) 
 

Courses Credits 
 

English - 4 years 
Social Studies – 4 years 

20 cr. 

U.S. History I   

U.S. History II   
Global History I   

Global History II 20 cr. 
Math - 2 years 10 cr. 

Algebra 1 or equivalent.   

Science - 2 years 10 cr. 
Physical Education/Health - 4 years 10 cr. 
Technology course - ½ year 2.5 cr. 
Electives 47.5 cr. 

 

Total 120 cr. 
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SPECIFIC SUGGESTIONS REGARDING 
CAREER/COLLEGE PLANNING 

 
The minimum course recommendations are offered to students who may be considering the 
following colleges or programs of study: 

 
All Four-Year State Colleges & Universities 

(Mass) - Must have 16 units of college preparatory coursework including: 
College English - 4 years 
Algebra I, II, Geometry and a college prep course - 4 years 
World Language - 2 years, 3 years recommended 
Social Studies - 2 years (1 year of U.S. History) 
Science - 3 years including lab sciences 

Electives including - Computer Science, Music, Drama, Art, Technology or Career 
Technical Education courses 

Colleges of Engineering 
College English - 4 years 
Algebra I, II, Geometry, Pre-Calculus, Calculus, 
Computer Applications, Programming Chemistry 
and Physics 

Ivy League Colleges (Yale, Brown, Wesleyan, Williams, etc.) 
College English - 4 years (AP English) 
Algebra I, II, Geometry, Pre-Calculus, AP Calculus 
World Language - 4 years 
Social Studies - 4 years 
Science - Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Electives including – Computer Science, Music, Drama, Art or Technology 

 
* Due to the very competitive admission requirements, students who wish to be 

considered as serious applicants are those recommended for Honors and 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses. 

 
Colleges of Business (Bentley, Bryant, 
Babson, etc.) 

College English - 4 years 
Algebra I, II, Geometry, Pre-Calculus 
(strongly recommended) Accounting I and 
II 
Computer Programming and Applications 

 
 
 
 
 
 

University of Massachusetts-Stockbridge 
English - 4 years Algebra I, II, Geometry 
Lab Science - Biology, Chemistry 

 
Health Service Occupations 

Physical Therapy, Pre-Medicine, 
 

Medical Technology, X-ray Technology, 
Nursing College English - 4 years 
World Language - 2 years 
Algebra I, II, Geometry, Pre-Calculus 
Biology, Chemistry, Physics
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GRADE POINT AVERAGE 
 

The grades of each student in designated courses will be awarded quality points according to the academic 
weight assigned to the course. AP, Honors, College A, College I, College II. Courses designated Unweighted 
are not included in the grade point average or the class rank. The grade point average (GPA) will be 
determined by the total of quality points earned divided by the total number of course units which have been 
weighted. 

 
Weighted Point Values - Many academic courses are assigned point values based upon the degree of 
difficulty: AP; Honors; College A; College I; and College II. Unweighted courses do not factor in the 
grade point average. Academic course recommendations will be made by the students' individual 
instructors in those areas where applicable. In cases where disagreement regarding course 
recommendations may arise, students and parents are encouraged to meet with the teacher and 
guidance counselor. Class size and availability of staff will cause in some places, placement in an 
alternative course. 

 
GRADE TABLE 

 
N = No credit- not included in the average for final grade 
X = Excused- no grade and not included in average for final grade-credit P = 
Passing-70- included in average for final grade-credit 
MP = Medical Pass- not included in average for final grade-credit 
I = Incomplete- not included in average and does not get credit until grade change W 
= Withdraw- not included in GPA-no credit 
WF = Withdraw Failure-59- included in GPA if it is a core course F = 
Failure-59 -included in GPA if it is a core course 
 
If student enters a class after three weeks into the marking period he/she should receive an “N” for 
the quarter unless they are coming from a like course. A grade can be given to the student at the 
discretion of the teacher if the student has made up the missing work and met the competencies. 

 
If a student is moving down in level their grade should be enhanced by 5 points if it is AP to 
Honors, 10 points AP to CA, 10 points Honors to C1, 10 points C1 to C2. 
In order for a student to receive an incomplete grade for missed work in a quarter, a student must 
get prior approval from the principal or the director of guidance. There are no exceptions to this 
rule. A student has 15 days from the close of the quarter to make up the missed work. If the missed 
work is not made up in the 15 days, a "zero" will be recorded for all work missed and averaged in 
with other marks for that subject. An Incomplete grade results in a student being put on the 
Academic Ineligibility List until the work is made up for the quarter. The Director of Guidance can 
declare the student eligible if the missing grade does not make the student ineligible. The 15 day 
rule may be extended for extenuating circumstance and can only be extended by the principal or 
the director of guidance. All incomplete grades and grade changes must be submitted to the 
principal's office. Grade change forms can be picked up in Judy's office or in guidance. 
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WEIGHTED POINT VALUES 

 
Mark  AP Honors Col.A Col.I Col.II 
(95-100) A 6.50 6.00 5.50 5.00 4.00 

(90- 94) A- 6.17 5.67 5.17 4.67 3.67 

(87- 89) B+ 5.83 5.33 4.83 4.33 3.33 

(84- 86) B 5.50 5.00 4.50 4.00 3.00 

(80- 83) B- 5.17 4.67 4.17 3.67 2.67 

(77- 79) C+ 4.83 4.33 3.83 3.33 2.33 

(74- 76) C 4.50 4.00 3.50 3.00 2.00 

(70- 73) C- 4.17 3.67 3.17 2.67 1.67 

(67- 69) D+ 3.83 3.33 2.83 2.33 1.33 

(64- 66) D 3.50 3.00 2.50 2.00 1.00 

(60- 63) D- 3.17 2.67 2.17 1.67 0.67 

(0- 59) F 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
 

AP courses offer an opportunity for advanced students in each subject to study at a college 
level. Students in AP courses must take the Advanced Placement Test in May. 

 
Honors courses offer a competitive college prep curriculum with depth of study and a fast 
pace. 

 
College A courses are heterogeneously grouped required courses. These courses are 
competitive college prep courses. 

 
College I courses offer a solid college prep curriculum. 

 

College II courses also prepare students for college and other post-secondary schools. The 
classes are smaller so that students may get more individual attention. 

 
Pass/Fail grades are given in some courses. It is important to note that a Pass grade is the 
equivalent of a 70% and is counted in figuring the grade point average of a student. 
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504 ACCOMMODATIONS 
 
504 ACCOMMODATION PLANS 
 

Prerequisite: Student must have a disability that impacts a life function and require 
accommodations/services to be provided equal access to program(s). 

 
504 Plans are created and overseen through the Guidance Department. Each plan is individually 
designed and implemented to ensure the rights of the student with a disability that requires 
accommodation/supports in order to provide access. 

 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 “No otherwise qualified individual with a 
disability…shall solely by reason of her or his disability, be excluded from the participation in, 
be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity 
receiving Federal financial assistance.” 29 U.S.C. § 794(a). 

 
A person is considered to be a “disabled person” under Section 504 when he/she “has a physical 
or mental impairment which substantially limits one or more major life activities, has a record of 
such impairment, or is regarded as having such impairment.” 29 U.S.C. § 706(8) (B). 

 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 

 
ESL (English as a Second Language) courses are offered for those students whose first language 
is not English and who have been assessed at WIDA levels 1-5. These courses are taught by a 
certified ESL teacher, and the focus of the courses is on English language development. They are 
designated in the course catalog as ESL. Sheltered courses have a dual focus. They instruct 
students in English language development and content. These courses are designated as Sheltered 
in their titles. 

 
  



 
12 

 

FOREIGN STUDY PROGRAM 
TEACHING ASSISTANTSHIPS 

INDEPENDENT STUDIES AND SENIOR PROJECTS 
 
INDEPENDENT STUDY Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
The independent study option is primarily intended for those students who have demonstrated a high 
level of academic capability and who wish to pursue their studies at a depth or pace not possible in 
the normal classroom setting. This option may also be recommended for students whose educational 
needs, due to physical or psychological reasons, would be best served in a tutorial program. 
Independent study courses are unweighted and are not included in the calculation of the grade point 
average or the class rank. Independent study is not an option to replace courses required for 
graduation. 
A student desiring to pursue independent study must first discuss this matter with the teacher whom 
he/she wishes to supervise this program. If an arrangement is reached between both parties, an 
independent study contract is obtained from his/her counselor. The contract must then be 
approved by the counselor, principal, and parent and can only be used as an 8th class per 
semester. 
 
FOREIGN STUDY PROGRAM 
From time to time, international study activities are available. In some of these programs a student 
lives abroad as a member of a host family. Check with your guidance counselor for the current 
availability of such opportunities. 
 
SENIOR PROJECT 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Seniors-semester 2 only 
A student may choose to do a Senior Project during the second semester of his or her senior year. A 
senior must be able to schedule a minimum of three blocks dedicated to working on the Senior 
Project. A senior would need to conceive of an original project that bears some educational 
significance to him or her. The student would then need to choose two mentors, one being an in-house 
teacher who would guide the student through the project by assisting with its planning, process, and 
eventual presentation. The second mentor would be from outside the school, and work directly with 
the student on the project itself. Typically the outside mentor is someone who currently works in the 
particular field and can provide relevant and applicable knowledge to that student. 
Interested students need to fill out a Senior Project Form and submit to Elliott Bennett, 
Assistant Principal, prior to the beginning of the second semester. 
 
STUDENT TEACHING ASSISTANT 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Juniors and Seniors and recommendation of the department chair. 
In addition, the student will assist the instructor in a wide variety of art related areas including 
displays, materials preparation, assisting other students and other special departmental projects. This 
course is not counted for eligibility or honor roll. 
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ART, DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY 
 
DRAWING & PAINTING I 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
In this class we will expand our understanding of what art is and how we create it. 
Projects will focus on experimentation, creative problem solving, and gaining technical 

skills. Each unit will give you an opportunity to explore the ways artists make art, how to improve your 
own abilities, and how to talk about art. Students will participate in group critiques in order to expand 
perspectives and understand how and why we make art. In addition to creating works on paper, board, 
and canvas, students will also research artists, create informative posters, and learn art history. 

 
DRAWING & PAINTING II 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Drawing & Painting I 
Throughout this course students will utilize visual language, experiment with 
materials, and explore new techniques in order to communicate to the world who they 

are. This class will focus on bringing technical skills up to a higher level. Drawing from observation, 
sharp drafting skills, traditional painting techniques, and experimenting with new media will all be a 
regular part of this class. This class requires focus and an open mind as we will be alternating between 
improving technique and creative problem solving. Lab Fee: $20 

 
ADVANCED DRAWING AND PAINTING 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Drawing & Painting II 
Working with more advanced media, students will create individual solutions to a 

variety of drawing, painting, and artistic problems. Students are allowed much more freedom in this 
class as far as style, technique, and materials. You will be encouraged to stretch your imagination, push 
your technical skills, and develop your own personal style. Alternative art-making methods and 
materials will be introduced regularly and students are encouraged to be inquisitive and receptive. A 
high level of focus, responsibility to one’s own work, and maturity are required for this class.  
Lab Fee $30 
 
CARTOON DESIGN: Introduction to Drawing and Designing for Comics 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted                         Prerequisite: None 
From the newspaper comic strip, to the editorial cartoon, to memes, comics are more than just the 
funnies. In this class we will explore different cartooning styles, story ideas and visualization techniques 
to help you make your ideas real and on paper! In this class you will review and analyze cartoons and 
comic strips from some of your favorite authors, and learn about new ones. Through a series of lessons, 
you’ll develop skill in creating stories, learning to hand draw and use digital tools to develop characters 
of your own. Don’t think you draw well? Don’t worry! This class is open to anyone who has ever 
wanted to try to make comics. Stick figures are cartoons too! Students will be graded on class 
attendance, participation, focus and working in class and project completion. 
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 CRAFTS & SCULPTURE I 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted   
Prerequisite: Grade 10, 11, 12, or any MVRHS Art, Design & Technology Dept. 
elective. 
This is an introductory course that covers the fundamentals of three-dimensional design, 
crafts media, and a variety of techniques for making 3-D art. Students will learn the 

basics of making pottery, firing ceramic work, kiln-forming glass, and casting metal, among other skills 
and media. Projects may include pottery, large hand-built ceramic vessels, jewelry, mold-making, and 
projects of your own design. Safe use of materials and tools will be emphasized. Lab Fee: $25 
 

 CRAFTS & SCULPTURE II 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: Crafts & Sculpture I 
This course is an intermediate studio class that explores a variety of fine craft media and 
techniques, as well as classical methods of creating sculpture. The class will emphasize 
good design of craft and sculpture through research and experimentation, while 
encouraging original ideas and innovative solutions to projects. Upon completion of the 

course, the student will be able to demonstrate an understanding of tools, techniques, materials, and 
concepts in art. Lab Fee: $25 
 

ADVANCED CRAFTS AND SCULPTURE 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: Crafts & 
Sculpture II 
This course is designed to give students an opportunity to explore a broad spectrum of 
contemporary craft and sculpture methods. The focus will be on developing a personal 

style, increased proficiency, and exhibiting artwork. Innovative design, craftsmanship, and imagination 
in the utilization of technique/materials will be central themes in this semester- long course. This class 
may be taken more than once for credit. Lab Fee: $25 
 

PHOTO/GRAPHICS I 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: A working digital 
camera 
An introduction to photography, graphic design, and digital imaging. Students will study 
cameras, camera technique, composition, critique, and survey historical and 
contemporary photographers. Students will use Adobe Photoshop to digitally enhance, 

retouch, alter, and print photographs. Students will use Adobe Illustrator to design graphics and layouts, 
explore typography, and create digital illustrations. Lab Fee: $40 
 

PHOTO/GRAPHICS II 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: Photo/Graphics I 
This course explores camera technology, scanning, sequencing, and photo 
compositing, as well as graphic design, street photography, advanced digital 

processing, exhibition, and an introduction to 35mm film. Lab Fee: $40 
 

ADVANCED PHOTO/GRAPHICS 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: Photo/Graphics II 
This is an advanced class in photography, digital imaging, and graphic design. 
Students will explore digital, 35mm, 120, and large format film photography; 
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alternative chemical processes, historic and contemporary artists, as well as advanced scanning, 
Photoshop, and printing techniques. Students will develop a personal body of work from which they 
will design a professional portfolio of mounted and matted prints together with a digital gallery. 
Students will submit their work for publication, compete in national contests, and exhibit their work at 
the annual art show, the yearbook, in the hallways, and in the community. This class may be taken more 
than once for credit. Lab Fee: $50 
 

DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE I 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: None 
An introduction to the beginning fundamentals of various design disciplines including 
basic design, residential architecture, interior and product design. Students will learn 

to thumbnail sketch, draw plans, elevations, technical and presentation drawings, and build models to 
communicate their concepts. Slide presentations about architecture and design history will be part of an 
ongoing series. 
 

DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE II 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: Design & Architecture I 
Building on the general design fundamentals of Architecture & Design I, and applying 
design process problem solving, students will explore more in-depth projects within 
the fields of residential architecture or product design depending on individual interest. 

In residential architecture, students will create a residential structure with site location, image boards, 
floor plans and elevation drawings, and build a scale model. Product design will include identifying a 
market need, performing research, sketch and form development, technical drawing, and a presentation 
model. 
 

ADVANCED DESIGN & ARCHITECTURE 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: Design & Architecture II 
In this course, building on the advanced design problem-solving processes learned in 
Design & Architecture II, students will have the opportunity to focus on one design 

discipline and develop their own project. Design disciplines may include residential architecture, 
landscape design, interior design, exhibit design and product design. Students will be responsible for 
developing their project and managing it through the design process. Multimedia presentations will 
focus on both historic and contemporary designers. This class may be taken more than once for credit. 
 

3D DIGITAL DESIGN 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: None 
Learn how to draw and design digitally using Sketch Up digital design software to 
solve product and architectural design problems. Through a series of lessons using the 

main Sketch Up tools, students will learn the basics of computer-assisted drawing techniques; precision 
measurement, orthographic and perspective drawing, dimensioning, layering, sectioning, plotting, 
presentation, and geometric problem-solving. In each lesson, students will digitally create their own 
designs within the project parameters. In the culminating lesson, students will have the opportunity to 
design their own project either using plans developed in other classes or creating an entirely new 3D 
object. 
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FASHION & SEWING I 
2.5 Credits.       Semester.   Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
This course introduces the student to the fundamentals of constructing garments and 
crafts with textiles and fibers. Students will learn hand and machine sewing, 

embroidery, and a variety of other needlework, as well as knit & crochet basics. Integration of dyeing 
fabrics and surface design will be introduced throughout the course. Additionally, students will learn 
how to read and alter sewing patterns, alter ready-made garments, and basic fashion illustration. Lab 
Fee: $30 
 
FASHION & SEWING II 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: Fashion & Sewing I 
Building off the techniques and skills learned in the Fashion & Sewing I course, students will begin to 
construct more complex garments and accessories. Focus will be on making wearable and usable items 
with a finished look. Basic pattern altering, screen printing, and tailoring to fit will be taught in this 
class. Lab Fee: $30 
 
AP ART STUDIO* 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement    Prerequisites: Any art 1 & 2 classes 
Students are required submit their portfolios to the Advanced Placement board in May. Payment 
for the course is due to the principal at the end of the first quarter. 
The AP Art Studio class is a full year course designed for students with a serious interest in preparing 
college-level artwork for a portfolio. Students taking the course may choose to focus on one or more 
portfolio types in the following categories: Drawing, 2D Design, or 3D design. Within these portfolios, 
students can explore a variety of materials to focus on. All students will be expected to keep a 
sketchbook. Working outside of scheduled class time will be necessary to complete some of the lesson 
requirements. The instruction and structure of the class will be dependent on individual and group needs 
to attain portfolio requirements. By the end of the class, each student will have a portfolio of 20-30 
artworks displaying technical mastery, creativity, and working within a thematic concentration. 
 

VISUAL ARTS PORTFOLIO 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Juniors and Seniors, any level II art class, or recommendation of the 
dept. chair. 

This course focuses on preparing and applying for programs with a fine art or design portfolio, be it 
painting, photography, sculpture, ceramics, architecture, animation or any other artistic medium. Some 
class time will be spent on making work to fulfill required portfolio submissions such as a still life or 
self-portrait, or to fill “holes” in your portfolio. Other classes will be dedicated to researching schools 
and programs, learning about jobs in the art world, writing artist statements, compiling application 
materials, photographing work for a digital portfolio and discussing you as artist/designer and brand. 
You will also work on your artistic communication skills so that you become comfortable speaking 
about your work to peers, school recruiters, and potential employers. Upon successful completion of the 
course, the student’s portfolio should be competitive for admission to any of the nation’s top visual arts 
and design schools. Lab Fee: $20 
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INVENTION AND TECHNOLOGY 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: None 
We are living in the future, and there has never been a better time for inventing! 
Because of advances in communities of makers and innovative new technologies, you 
too can explore new trends and novel applications of the amazing world of innovation. 

In this class, we will work to develop new devices and systems using a combination of found objects, 
computers, microcontrollers, sensors and custom designed objects. We will explore a broad range of 
technology related topics, including: interactive clothing, photography and imaging, video and 
animation, 3D printing and design, web-based documentation, device design and prototyping, and 
innovation with a hands-on focus. This course will evolve as technology changes; students will help 
choose areas of investigation. Lab Fee: $40 
 

WEB MULTIMEDIA 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: None 
In this course, you will learn to write the code that makes websites, including HTML 
and CSS. We will explore the design and development for a variety of web-based 
communications platforms. We will focus on creating original websites, images, 

videos and applications. 
Systems we work with may include: web page design, mobile device apps, images, video, 3D object 
design on tablets and browsers, and interactive art. This course will evolve as technology changes; 
students will help choose areas of investigation. 
 

PROGRAMMING 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted    Prerequisite: None 
In this course, we work with the foundations of computer programming. You will have 
opportunities to create your own computer programs, and design and build devices that 
control them. Students will work with computer-controlled tools to manufacture objects of 

their own design with 3D printing and other prototyping machines. We will work with several 
languages: HTML, CSS, Processing, Arduino and Scratch. Project concepts may include: game design, 
web pages, Internet of Things, prototyping, and interactive devices. 
 

ADVANCED PROGRAMMING 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: Programming 
This class will take on an advanced independent learning atmosphere as students 
explore a variety of programming projects. Students will explore various formats, and 
identify an area of specialty, such as: Internet of Things (IOT), Arduino, Raspberry 

Pi, 3D printing, use of CNC tools to manufacture custom designs. If you have taken Programming or 
AP Programming, and you want to do more with this exciting medium, sign up! This class may be taken 
more than once for credit. 
 
AP COMPUTER SCIENCE PRINCIPLES 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement 
Prerequisite: Programming, or recommendation of the department. Students are required to take 
the Advanced Placement exam in May. Payment for the exam is due to the principal at the end of 
the first quarter. 
This is a relatively new AP course offering from College Board. This course introduces students to the 
foundational concepts of computer science and challenges them to explore how computing and 
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technology can impact the world. With a unique focus on creative problem solving and real-world 
applications, AP Computer Science Principles prepares students for college and career. Students in AP 
CSP create two in-class assessments, Explore and Create, and a multiple choice test in the spring. The 
Explore project is 12 classroom hours and has students research and explain a new technology. The 
Create project is 16 classroom hours, and has students write original code to solve a problem with 
programming. It is assumed that students may have little or no prior experience with computer 
programming. In this course, it is intended that students have as little homework as possible.  
 

DIGITAL ANIMATION 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted   Prerequisite: None 
Animation is an entertainment form that is fun, yet complex to create. Learn how to do 
it yourself! We will practice using a variety of animation software, make student-
driven stories/cartoons with created characters, adopted actors, text, photo images, 
sound, music - the sky's the limit! Drawing ability not required. There are lots of ways 

to communicate your ideas through animation AND tap into your creative side! Software used includes 
iMovie, GarageBand, Stykz, Photoshop, and stop animation photography. Humor and entertaining ideas 
are encouraged! This class may be taken more than once for credit.

 
GAME DESIGN 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted   Prerequisite: None 
Have you ever wanted to make your own games? In this course you will create new, 
original games that can be played on your computer and other devices. We will 
program in a variety of environments, including type-based code, and graphical 

programming. In addition to making games, we may make our own controllers and game consoles as 
well. This course will evolve as technology changes; students will help choose areas of investigation. 
This class may be taken more than once for credit. 
 

DIGITAL VIDEO PRODUCTION 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted   Prerequisite: None 
In this course you will create the videos that other people enjoy. Using a combination 
of equipment ranging from personal video gear to professional studio equipment, 
students will create original videos. Videos we make can be shown to audiences 

through a variety of outlets, including: TV, online, and to live audiences. In the past, projects have 
included: creating a news show, music video production, in-studio interviews, filming school events, and 
studio visits to MVTV. The videos we make in class will be suitable for public display and online 
sharing. This class may be taken more than once for credit. 
 

COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: None 
You probably know how to use computers, but now you can learn more about how and 
why computers work. Students will learn about the history of computers, how people, 
companies, and innovations have shaped the way computers have been developed. You 
will explore the fundamentals of computer architecture as well as the software basics that 

run a computer. We will work on standard computers as well as hand-held devices and micro controllers 
which can be used for technologies such as "smart" clothing. The class will include hands-on hardware 
investigation and basic troubleshooting techniques. Students will explore the fundamentals of system 
networking as well as an overview of careers in the Computer Science field. If you are curious about 
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how the computer you use every day does its magic, or if you are considering a career in computer 
science or programming, then you should consider taking this class. 
 

YEARBOOK DESIGN 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Photo/Graphics I or recommendation of the department chair 
Yearbook Design is a fall semester course in commercial publication design. The 200+ 

page, full color MVRHS yearbook will be researched, written, photographed, digitally designed and laid 
out during this course. Students will develop content, study digital page and book design using Adobe 
InDesign; learn how to take, scan, and correct effective photographs using Adobe Photoshop; Design 
graphics; Write, proofread and edit copy, captions, and headlines; Work with clients; And solicit and 
design advertising. This course can be retaken up to two additional times. 
 

ART EXPERIENCE 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted  Prerequisite: None 
This semester-long special education course introduces students to the Elements and 
Principles of Art in a series of hands-on, applied lessons using a variety of artistic 

mediums. Both two- dimensional and three-dimensional art making will be explored. This class is also 
open to non- special education students who are interested in the development of lessons in art making 
and the implementation of meaningful art experiences for the special education student body. 
 
 
*New Course  
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CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

Our programs are designed to provide rigorous and relevant career and technical education (CTE) to 
prepare students for college and entry-level employment in a wide range of high-wage, high- skill, high-
demand careers. Students are encouraged to explore the many career pathways that are related to each of 
these areas, and to continue post-secondary education and training. All areas teach to nationally approved 
curriculum and industry validated standards. Students will have an opportunity to earn an OSHA10 safety 
credential. All students will be introduced to employability, career planning and entrepreneurial skills. 
 
Students who successfully complete career/vocational technical education programming in a 
Massachusetts public high school may be eligible for FREE course credit at any of the 15 state community 
colleges. Statewide articulation agreements exist for Automotive, Carpentry, Culinary Arts, Health 
Assisting and Horticulture. There a total of 14 program specific agreements across the state. 
 

SUGGESTED SEQUENCE OF COURSES 
Students should work with their guidance counselor to determine the appropriate Math, Science, 

 and levels for core content courses to meet their goals beyond high school. 

 
 

SAMPLE 
Freshman Schedule 

Exploratory 
English 9 

Math 
US History I 

Science 
Foreign Language 

PE/Health / PE/Health 
Elective/Elective 

SAMPLE 
Sophomore Schedule 

CTE Major I 
English 10 

Math 
US History II 

Science 
Foreign Language 

PE/Health / PE/Health 
Driver’s Ed / Elective 
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Students should work with their guidance counselor to determine the appropriate number of years for 
Math, Science, and Foreign Language to meet their goals beyond high school. 
 
Sample Junior Schedule 

2 periods (3rd yr  Math & Science & F.L.) 4 periods (3rd yr Math or Science & F.L.) 
CTE Major II CTE Major II 
English 11 English 11 
Algebra II Algebra II or Chemistry 
Global I Global I 
Chemistry Foreign Language (optional) or PE/Health / PE/Health 
Foreign Language (Optional) Electives to fill balance of schedule 
PE/Health / PE/Health  
Electives to fill balance of schedule  
 
Sample Senior Schedule 

2 periods 4 periods  
CTE Major III or Co-Op CTE Major III or Co-Op 
English 12 English 12 
Math (Optional if grad. Requirements met) Global II 
Global II PE/Health / PE/Health 
Science (Optional if grad. Requirements met) Electives to fill the balance of schedule 
Foreign Language (Optional)  
PE/Health / PE/Health  
Electives to fill balance of schedule  
 

It should be noted that documented safety issues 
will result in immediate removal from any of the program areas. 

 
CTE EXPLORATORY PROGRAM 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
This course is open to all students with space preference given to freshmen. Students in CTE 
Exploratory are not required to take Freshman Skills Seminar. This one period course will 
introduce students to a variety of career pathways through the programs offered. 
Students will rotate through Automotive Technology, Carpentry, Culinary Arts, Health Assisting, 
Horticulture, and Maritime Sciences. After rotating through the six CTE areas, students will select a 
concentration for the second semester. Students in Exploratory will demonstrate health and safety 
practices, develop employability skills, and demonstrate positive work behaviors. Students will 
establish and maintain college and career readiness portfolios. Class limits may prevent student 
placement into his/her first choice. 
 

Please refer to the DESE/CTE approved admissions policy for additional placement information. 
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AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY 
The Automotive Technology program provides educational opportunities to students interested in 
entering the automotive industry as apprentice technicians in repair facilities or factory dealerships 
upon graduation or pursue post-secondary education. 
The three year curriculum is aligned to the Massachusetts Automotive Career-Technical Education 
standards. Areas of instruction include the gasoline engine and its function, design and construction; 
tire, wheel and brake service; tune-up procedures; engine diagnosis and repair; fuel injection systems; 
transmissions, electricity, electronics, and HVAC. 
 
 

POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS 
 

HIGH SCHOOL 2 YEAR 4 YEAR COLLEGE 

Entry level auto 
service technician 

Automotive design 
engineering 

Automotive design engineer 

Service writer Diesel engineering technician Mechanical engineer 

Parts department 
employee General and service manager Manufacturing engineer 

Dealership employee Engineering technician Insurance underwriter 

Technical sales Research and development 
technician 

Research and development 
engineer 

 

 

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY I 
(Grades 10,11,12) 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Open to all Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors with preference given to sophomores 
who have successfully completed the CTE Exploratory Program. 
This one period, full year course provides students with an overview of the automotive industry beyond 
the CTE exploratory program. Students receive instruction and hands-on training in steering/suspension 
fundamentals and service, wheel alignment fundamentals and service, basic electrical/electronic theory 
and operation. Automotive braking systems as well as vehicle maintenance are covered in this course 
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AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY II (Grade 11 & 12) 
10–20 Credits.     Full Year Unweighted Prerequisite: Automotive Technology I 
This multiple period, full year course is open to all juniors and seniors who have successfully completed 
Automotive Technology I. This course prepares students for entry-level employment or post-secondary 
education. It provides students with the technical knowledge and skill training necessary to begin post-
secondary education or attain an entry level position in the workplace. Students receive instruction and 
hands-on training in service and repair of the manual and automatic transmission/transaxle, diagnosis 
and repair of clutch systems, differentials, and drive line components. Instruction is also provided in the 
area of engine operation, disassemble, measurement and repair. 
 
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY III (Grade 12) 
10–20 Credits Full Year Unweighted Prerequisite: Automotive Technology II 
This multiple period, full year course is open to seniors who have successfully completed Automotive II. 
Students continue to prepare for entry-level employment in the automotive field or post-secondary 
education. This course provides students with the technical knowledge and skill training necessary to 
begin post-secondary education or attain an entry level position in the workplace. Students will receive 
instruction and hands on training on many different computer systems of the vehicle. Systems that are 
covered will be OBDII diagnostics, ABS Systems, Stability Control Systems, Computer Engine 
Management Systems and Evaporative Emission Systems. 
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CARPENTRY 
 
The Carpentry program provides training to students in all aspects of residential construction. Students 
acquire a solid foundation of skills and knowledge in the areas of: safe use of hand and power tools, 
measuring and cutting, accuracy with levels, rulers, and squares, interpreting drawings and blueprints, 
and door and window installations. Students also erect wood frame structures, floor joists, stud wall 
partitions, sub-flooring, sheathing, roofing, and siding. The competency-based curriculum and hands-on 
approach enable students to be ready for our off- campus projects. 
 
 

POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS 
HIGH SCHOOL 2 YEAR COLLEGE 4 YEAR COLLEGE 
Rough and finish carpenter Estimator Civil/structural engineer 
Tile setter Building inspector Design engineer 
Mason/bricklayer Architectural technologist Real estate developer 
Cabinet maker Engineering technician  
Retail sales/construction supply Interior/exterior design  
Drywall/plasterer rafts person  
Roofer Surveyor  
Siding installer Realtor  

 
 
CARPENTRY I (Grades 10, 11, 12) 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Open to all Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors with preference given to sophomores 
who have successfully completed the CTE Exploratory Program. 
This one period, full year course provides students with an overview of the construction field beyond the 
CTE exploratory program. Students will be introduced to wood frame construction, its tools, practices 
and materials both in new construction and remodeling. Students will learn to read blueprints and work 
from measured drawings. Students receive instruction in hand tools, hand applications, and are 
introduced to power tools. Tool and work-site safety are an integral part of the curriculum. 
 
CARPENTRY II (Grade 11 & 12) 
10–20 Credits Full Year Unweighted Prerequisite: Carpentry I 
This course is open to all juniors and seniors who have successfully completed Carpentry I. 
This multiple period, full year course prepares students for entry-level employment or post- secondary 
education. This course will cover all aspects of the construction field and related occupations. Students 
begin to work from blueprints, estimate construction projects and follow state and local building codes. 
Students enrolled in this course will have the opportunity to participate in off-campus projects. Students 
are evaluated by their performance on individual and group projects. Tool and work-site safety is an 
integral part of the shop curriculum. 
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CARPENTRY III (Grade 12) 
10–20 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Carpentry II 
This multiple period, full year course is open to seniors who have successfully completed Carpentry II. 
Students continue to prepare for entry-level employment in the construction field or post- secondary 
education. This course provides the carpentry student with advanced knowledge in shop and work-site 
safety, estimating, and state and local building codes. This course will cover all aspects of the 
construction field and related occupations. Students enrolled in this course will have the opportunity to 
participate in off-campus projects. Students are evaluated by their performance on individual and group 
projects. Tool and work-site safety is an integral part of the shop curriculum. 
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CULINARY ARTS 
 
The focus of our culinary arts program is the training of valued foodservice employees. This program 
also provides entrepreneurial training in all aspects of cooking. Students receive instruction in 
management, OSHA, Serosae, and sanitation. Students learn to multi-task, listen carefully, and 
communicate clearly as they develop the proficiency, knowledge, and skills necessary for success in the 
food, beverage, and hospitality industry. Students gain authentic food preparation and hospitality skills 
as they learn to cater for the many community groups who utilize this program. 
 
 

POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS 
HIGH SCHOOL 2 YEAR COLLEGE 4 YEAR COLLEGE 
Prep cook/line cook Manager (Food Service, Banquet, Dietitian 
Wait staff Restaurant, and Bakery) Nutritionist 
Host or hostess Caterer Food scientist 
Bakery assistant Executive chef Hotel/Restaurant Mgmt. 
Cake decorator Meat grader/inspector  
Bar back or bartender Food service sales representative  
 Food writer or food critic  
 ● Sommelier (wine expert)  
 ● Food photographer  
 ● Beverage specialist  

 

CULINARY ARTS I (Grades 10, 11, 12) 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Open to all Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors with preference given to 
sophomores who have successfully completed the CTE Exploratory Program. 
This one period, full year course introduces the student to a more in-depth overview of the culinary field 
beyond the CTE exploratory program. This course will concentrate on culinary skills in baking, 
vegetable and fruit preparation; meat, fish and poultry preparation; and soups, sauces, and desert 
preparation. 
 
CULINARY ARTS II (Grades 11 & 12) 
10–20 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Culinary Arts I 
This multiple period, full year course is open to all juniors and seniors who have successfully completed 
Culinary Arts I. This double period, full year course prepares students for entry-level employment or 
post- secondary education. This course will cover all aspects of the Culinary Arts Industry and related 
occupations. Students will have the opportunity to become Servsafe certified, a valuable nationally 
recognized credential. Dining room service and nutrition are covered in conjunction with advanced food 
preparation techniques. 
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CULINARY ARTS III (Grade 12) 
10–20 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Culinary Arts II 
This multiple period, full year course is open to all seniors who have successfully completed Culinary 
Arts II. The object of this course is to prepare for employment or entry into post-secondary education. 
Students in this course will focus on all facets of the Culinary Arts Industry and related occupations. 
Students will have the opportunity to become OSHA certified, a valuable nationally recognized 
credential. International cuisine and advanced desserts and baking techniques will be further developed. 
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HEALTH ASSISTING 
 
With a focus on the development of nursing skills, our Health Assisting program is the ideal program for 
the student interested in entering the growing field of healthcare. With patient care a top priority, students 
receive instruction in anatomy and physiology, growth and development, medical terminology, aging, 
infectious disease, mental health, and nutrition. Clinical experiences at Martha’s Vineyard Hospital and 
other island facilities expose students to the nurse’s role in long term care, acute care, rehabilitation, 
Alzheimer’s, hospice nursing care, and working with developmental disabilities. 
 
POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS 

HIGH SCHOOL 2 YEAR COLLEGE 4 YEAR COLLEGE 
Home health aide EKG technician Physical therapist 
Nursing assistant Occupational therapy assistant Registered nurse (RN) 
Dietary aide X-ray technician Social worker 
Clerical positions  Medical assistant Occupational therapist 
Entry into 10-month 
practical nurse (LPN) program 

 
Registered nurse (RN) 

 
Speech pathologist 

 Pharmacy technician Dietician 
 Surgical technician  
 Physical therapy assistant  

 
HEALTH ASSISTING I (Grades 10, 11, 12) 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Open to all Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors with preference given to sophomores 
who have successfully completed the CTE Exploratory Program. 
This one period, full year course is a basic introduction to the healthcare field. Students focus on nursing, 
anatomy and physiology, medical terminology, aging, and nutrition. In addition, they are introduced to 
the role of the Certified Nursing Assistant, their role as part of the healthcare team, and the different types 
of healthcare facilities. 
 
HEALTH ASSISTING II (Grades 11, 12) 
10 Credits Full Year Unweighted Prerequisite: Health Assisting I 
This double period, full year course is open to all juniors and seniors who have successfully completed 
Health Assisting I. This course prepares students for entry level employment or post-secondary 
education. Students will be expected to demonstrate consistent progress in skill competencies in both the 
lab and clinical settings. Students will be prepared to participate in the Certified Nursing Assistant exam 
at the end of the school year. Students will demonstrate professional behaviors in select areas of nursing 
practice and develop a variety of communication strategies to enhance delivery of care to clients. 
Students will practice skills/procedures for patient care, such as: personal care, vital signs, ambulation, 
feeding, safe transfers and basic health assessments. 
Please be advised that there is an off-campus required component to this course at Windemere 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center. A current physical exam and PPD are required. 
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HEALTH ASSISTING III (Grades 12) 
10 Credits Full Year Unweighted Prerequisite: Health Assisting II 
This double period, full year course is open to all juniors and seniors who have successfully completed 
Health Assisting I. This course prepares students for entry level employment or post-secondary 
education. Students will continue to demonstrate consistent progress in skill competencies in lab and 
clinical settings during a two period block. Students will demonstrate professional behaviors in select 
areas of nursing practice and develop a variety 
of communication strategies to enhance delivery of care to clients. Students will practice only 
skills/procedures previously taught, such as: personal care, vital signs, ambulation, feeding, safe 
transfers and basic health assessments. 
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HORTICULTURE 
 

The Horticulture Program provides students with a strong foundation of skills for a variety of career 
paths within landscaping and ornamental horticulture. Students are offered a varied curriculum that 
explores careers, presents technical and botanical knowledge, and develops an awareness and 
appreciation of our natural resources. Students will learn about plant identification, insect identification 
and control, soils, plant propagation and plant science. 
Students who choose to major in Horticulture are prepared to continue their education or enter into the 
workforce. 
 
POSSIBLE CAREER PATHS 

HIGH SCHOOL 2 YEAR COLLEGE 4 YEAR COLLEGE 
Grounds Crew/Laborer Turf Management Golf Course Superintendent 
Equipment Operator Greenhouse Manager Turf Manager 
Greenhouse Worker Grounds Supervisor Landscape Architect 
Landscape Maintenance Landscape Designer Educator 
Landscape Construction Greenhouse Manager  
Landscape Masonry   
Greenhouse Worker   

HORTICULTURE I (Grades 10, 11, 12) 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Open to all Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors with preference given to sophomores 
who have successfully completed the CTE Exploratory Program. 
This one period, full year course exposes the student to a more in-depth overview of the horticultural 
industry beyond the CTE exploratory program. This course will concentrate on the introduction to plant 
and soil science, plant propagation, and landscaping practices and principles. Students will also be 
exposed to aquaponics and aquaculture systems. 
 
HORTICULTURE II (Grade 11 & 12) 
10–20 Credits Full Year Unweighted Prerequisite: Horticulture I 
This multiple period, full year course is open to all Juniors and Seniors who have successfully completed 
Horticulture I. This course prepares students for entry-level employment or post- secondary education. 
This course will cover all aspects of the horticultural industry and elated career pathways. In addition to 
further developing previous learned skills, students will be introduced to landscape design and drawing 
practices. 
 
HORTICULTURE III (Grade 12) 
10–20 Credits Full Year Unweighted Prerequisite: Horticulture II 
This multiple period, course is open to all seniors who have successfully completed Horticulture II. The 
focus of this double period course is to prepare for employment or entry into post- secondary education. 
Students in this course will participate in all aspects of the horticultural industry and related career 
pathways. Students will to become OSHA certified. Also, they will have the opportunity to prepare for 
the State Commercial Applicator (Core) License. This is the type of credential required for an individual 
to apply general use pesticides, or any restricted use pesticide under the direct supervision of a certified 
applicator. 
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MARKETING 
(Formerly Business) 

The Marketing department offers a curriculum that facilitates an academic and practical 
understanding of the scope, function, and nature of business in a free-market society. Course content 
is supplemented with the study of real-world business examples, using the case study method and in-
class discussions on current Marketing/Business scenarios and data provided by our island business 
partners. Students will develop customer service and management skills through operation of the 
school store, author and implement sales and promotion plans for WYOB the school radio station, 
and create and execute marketing plans for island businesses. Through participation in DECA, 
students will develop and apply interpersonal skills, the ability to network, think critically, and 
creatively problem solve. 

Our goal is to provide a well-rounded educational experience through hands on learning that will not 
only prepare our students for college level business courses, but also prepare them to become 
productive citizens, entrepreneurs and employees. A Marketing Pathway has been developed for 
students wishing to graduate with a Concentration in Marketing.  

The suggested sequence of courses by grade follows: 

 
 Grade 9 –  Exploratory 

 Grade 10 – Introduction To Business; Marketing 

 Grade 11– Sales & Promotion; Hospitality/Tourism; 

 Sports Management & Marketing*; Accounting & QuickBooks 

 Grade 12 - Retail Marketing; Entrepreneurship And New Ventures;  

 Management And Your Personal Brand* 

 
INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
Introduction to Business is the recommended first step of the Marketing pathway, the main objective 
being to enable students to understand basic principles and concepts of business in order to become 
more valuable employees, entrepreneurs, consumers and citizens. Students will learn to apply marketing, 
management, and entrepreneurial principles; to make rational economic decisions; and to exhibit social 
responsibility both on island and globally. Students will learn through class lecture, case studies, group 
and individual projects, mentoring by local business owners and business based programming like 
“Shark Tank”.   
 
MARKETING 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Grades 10-12 
Students will be introduced to basic marketing concepts and strategies, marketing functions including 
the development of a marketing plans for island businesses – target markets, customer profiles, the 4 P’s 
and SWOT analysis. They will discover the foundations of marketing including advertising and 
branding, product development, product life cycles, and customer satisfaction. They will examine the 
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power of social media and its growing influence in marketing strategy. Students will develop 
presentation and communication skills to gain confidence and competence in networking, salesmanship 
and the job interview process. This is a hands on project based class, students learn by doing, in 
conjunction with mentoring by local marketing professionals, case studies and guest speakers.  
 
SALES & PROMOTION* 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted                  Prerequisite: None 
Promotion is the heart of marketing, it is the activity that informs, persuades and reminds customers to 
buy a product. Students will be introduced to the promotional mix of personal selling, advertising, sales 
promotions and public relations. Sales and communication skills will be developed through real-life 
projects, all elements of a promotion plan that will be executed for WYOB, the school radio station. 
Upon completion of this class students will be trained in socially responsible and ethical sales 
techniques, media buying, press release development and advertising copywriting and design.  
 
HOSPITALITY/TOURISM 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
This course addresses the fundamentals of the leading industry and employer on-island, hospitality and 
tourism. Students will explore the marketing aspects and impact of hotel and lodging, food service, 
destination travel, and attractions on the local and national economy. Students will receive a certification 
in customer service, explore career opportunities, and learn first-hand from guest lecturers, local 
business owners and industry professionals. 
 
SPORTS MANAGEMENT & MARKETING*  
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted              Prerequisite: None 
Sports Management & Marketing introduces students to the exciting multibillion-dollar industry that is 
sports. The logos on the Green Monster, sponsorships of arenas such as Gillette Stadium and TD 
Garden, free tacos with every stolen base and the commercials with athletes promoting your favorite 
new sneakers are the innovative thinking and hard work of sports marketing professionals. Sports 
marketing allows corporations to associate their brands and products with the excitement, enjoyment, 
and admiration that audiences find in athletes and professional sports. In this course we study 
promotional techniques from fields such as advertising, public relations, and marketing all within the 
umbrella of professional sports. We will explore the various fields in sports management from player 
representation, to arena management and event production. Students will learn about the business of 
professional sports through class lecture, case studies, group and individual projects, and field trips to 
professional sports organizations. 
 
 ACCOUNTING & QUICKBOOKS 
 2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted            Prerequisite: None 
Accounting is the language of business. It is the planning, recording, analyzing, and interpreting of 
financial information. The course is designed to cover the complete accounting cycle for a sole 
proprietorship and to incorporate the most widely used program in the accounting industry, QuickBooks. 
Students will apply accounting concepts using both manual and automated systems. Real life 
simulations will be used to give students on the job training and hands-on experience performing the 
bookkeeping for a business. 
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RETAIL MARKETING* 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted               Prerequisite: None 
 The world of retail is introduced through lecture, coursework and participation in operation of the school 
store. Customer service, advertising, pricing, management, financial concepts and visual merchandising 
are explored utilizing real life store performance. Career readiness and job training will be developed 
with oversight by local retailers. A certification in customer service will be provided upon completion of 
the class. 
 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP AND NEW VENTURES 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Grades 10-12 
This course concentrates on the development and growth of new business ventures. Entrepreneurial 
businesses are the foundation of our national economy and are the driving force of island economic 
development. Entrepreneurship will develop the student’s ability to recognize a business 
opportunity, provide the skills to develop a business based on the recognized opportunity, and offer 
instruction on the operation and growth of that business. The core of the class is based on an ongoing 
project through which students write, articulate, and present a business plan for their own new 
ventures. Mentorship will be provided for the students that choose to execute their business plan. 
The goal is to create profitable ventures that can lead to the development of new island businesses. 
Local and regional entrepreneurs will be featured as guest speakers. 
 
MANAGEMENT AND YOUR PERSONAL BRAND* 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted                  Prerequisite: None 
Without a strong personal brand, you are putting yourself at a disadvantage in almost every aspect of 
your professional, business and personal life. Students will discover the importance of creating and 
managing their personal brand, develop techniques to make themselves more marketable, and audit their 
digital footprint. Job search, interview, presentation and resume skills are presented. Students will 
participate in real-life interviews and will receive coaching from local employers. Additionally, 
leadership styles, human resource management, motivational techniques and the psychology of 
leadership will be investigated. Coursework and lecture will be supplemented with guest speakers. 
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MARITIME SCIENCES 
The newly expanded maritime sciences program provides students with a strong foundation of 
skills for a variety of career paths within the maritime industry. Students are offered a varied 
curriculum that explores careers, and presents technical and skill knowledge. 
Students will learn about mariners, shipbuilding and repair, and port operation. Students who 
choose to major in Maritime Sciences are prepared to continue their education including 
application to any of the maritime academies, graduate with the necessary USCG credentials, e.g., 
Ordinary Seaman or Able Bodied Seaman license and/or seek immediate employ in the marine 
industry upon graduation. 
 
MARITIME SCIENCES I 
(Grades 10, 11, 12) 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Open to all Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors with preference given to 
sophomores who have successfully completed the CTE Exploratory Program. 
The objective of this one period course is to expose students to a more in-depth overview of Maritime 
Sciences beyond the CTE exploratory program. Students will be introduced to the maritime industry, 
its function in the U.S. and world history, commerce, basic terminology, nomenclature and careers. 
Other areas of study will include: marine engine (diesel and gas) maintenance and repair, aquaculture, 
marine sustainability, and pollution. 
 
MARITIME SCIENCES II (Grades 11, 12) 
10 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Maritime Science I 
This course is designed to provide students with a solid knowledge base of the required skills and 
knowledges for U.S. Coast Guard credentialing. Students will be introduced to the various kinds of 
vessels encountered in a career at sea. They will gain a solid foundation in the required skills and 
knowledges for certification exams including sophisticated navigation techniques and skills to 
include introductions to the use of available technology and exposure to a navigational simulator; 
developing a knowledge and understanding of the International and Inland Navigation Rules; and an 
exposure to deck general and deck safety skills, techniques, regulations and laws. 
 
MARITIME SCIENCES III (Grades 12) 
10 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Maritime Science II 
The objective of this course is providing a bridge from school to employment in the maritime 
industry. Qualifying students who choose will have the opportunity to participate in 
mentorship/work study opportunities within the maritime industry, e.g., (i) towing, (ii) research, 
(iii) marine engine installation, maintenance and repair, (iv) wooden boat lofting, building, 
maintenance, repair and restoration, (v) working with the Steamship Authority. 
Students will also be exposed to other marine-related facilities/services which may include the 
Boston Pilots Association (Boston, MA), Northeast Maritime (Fair Haven MA), Life Raft Survival 
Equipment (Tiverton, RI), USCG Air Station Cape Cod (Mashpee, MA), IYRS (Newport, RI) and 
Hall Spars (Bristol, RI). Other topics might include Basic Safety Training (STCW protocols) to 
include, First Aid, CPR and AED certification where earned, firefighting skills, survival skills, 
galley and hospitality operations. 
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WORK STUDY / MENTORSHIPS 
2.5–10 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Juniors and Seniors with permission of CTE Director. 
Students should be aware that documentation for mentorship and work study participation is due prior to 
the beginning of the semester. See the CTE Director for further information. 
Mentorships and Work-study are an option for those students who are in good academic 
standing and wish to explore career choices while still enrolled in high school. 
All work sites and mentorships sites must be inspected for safety, maintain appropriate insurances 
and adhere to all appropriate state and federal child labor laws. All supervisors must successfully 
pass a CORI. Students are expected to be at the placement site during school hours. Students are 
assessed and granted credit for this course by the number of hours documented by their employer, 
successful completion of weekly reflective journal entries, safety training, employer assessment 
and a quarterly assignment. 
Transportation to and from work and/or mentorship sites is the responsibility of the student and/or 
parent/guardian. 
 
Approval of the Assistant Principal/CTE Director is mandatory for all interested in this program.  
 
All work- study/mentorship students must maintain a 70% average in all scheduled classes 
including work-study/ mentorship to remain in this program. Students must notify their 
guidance counselor in writing if they wish to take their core curriculum on an every other day 
schedule. 
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ENGLISH 
In order to switch levels either from College I to Honors or College II to College I, a student must score 
90 percent or above overall in the lower level course or recommendation of the department chair. 
 
ENGLISH 9 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: Advanced standing with teacher recommendation from the 8th grade. A summer 
reading and writing assignment must be completed before entering this course in the fall. 
A course recommended for students who have demonstrated superior achievement in previous 
language arts courses. Content includes the genres of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama and digital 
media. Representative texts have moderate to high levels of reading difficulty and reflect a variety of 
historical, cultural, and geographic perspectives. A variety of formal and informal writing activities 
cover the modes of narration, description, exposition and persuasion and require effective 
considerations of audience, purpose, and style as well as effective use of the writing process. 
Vocabulary activities are designed to foster the ability to decode unfamiliar and complex words 
through a knowledge of Greek and Latin prefixes, suffixes, and roots and to use these effectively in 
writing. This course also requires frequent oral presentations on an individual or group basis. Success 
in this course is determined by interest level, effort, skills and the ability to manage challenging and 
complex assignments in and outside of class. 
 
ENGLISH 9 
5 Credits Full Year College I Prerequisite: None 
A required introductory course to high school English. Content includes the genres of fiction, non-
fiction, poetry, drama and digital media. Representative texts have moderate levels of reading 
difficulty and reflect a variety of historical, cultural, and geographic perspectives. A variety of 
formal and informal writing activities covers the modes of narration, description, exposition and 
persuasion, and requires considerations of audience, purpose and style. 
Vocabulary activities are designed to foster the ability to decode unfamiliar words through 
knowledge of prefixes, suffixes, and roots and to use them effectively in writing. This course also 
requires oral presentations on an individual or group basis. 
 
ENGLISH 10 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: A grade of 80% or above in Honors English 9 or recommendation of the 
department chair. A summer reading and writing assignment must be completed before 
entering this course in the fall. 
The sophomore honors course continues the student's intellectual and verbal development begun in 
grade 9. It prepares students for the rigorous language and literature requirements offered in the 11th 
and 12th grade AP or Honors sequence. This course is only appropriate for the student interested in 
assuming major responsibility for his/her own learning. The student is expected to assume a dominant 
role in class work including writing, discussions, and formal speech presentations. Although the 
curriculum coincides with that of the other 10th grade classes, the expectations and standards will be 
challenging. Students with a strong reading background and well-developed thinking and writing 
skills should take this course. 
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ENGLISH 10 
5 Credits Full Year College I Prerequisite: English 9 
In this course, students will continue to develop their skills in reading, writing, listening, and 
speaking. The student should expect challenging reading, presentations, and frequent writing 
assignments. Content includes the genres of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, drama and digital media. 
Representative texts have moderate to high levels of reading difficulty and reflect a variety of 
historical, cultural, and geographic perspectives. The course will be organized thematically. 
 
HUMANITIES 10* 
10 Credits    Full Year    College A                 Prerequisite: Sophomores Only 
The Humanities course is a program of study in which English 10 and US History 2 are presented as an 
integrated whole spread across two class blocks. This interdisciplinary approach requires the student to 
explore images of the world through literature, the arts, and material culture in order to illuminate the 
political, economic, and social patterns of the past and their collective imprint on the present. The 
Humanities curriculum is designed not only to integrate the two disciplines of literature and history, but 
also to integrate the skills needed to connect the past with the present-day lives of students in a 
technology-driven and project-  
 
AP ENGLISH 11 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement 
Prerequisite: A grade of 85% or above in Honors English 10 or recommendation of the 
department chair. Students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. Payment 
for the exam is due to the principal at the end of the first quarter. A summer reading and writing 
assignment must be completed before entering this course in the fall. This is primarily a course in 
effective writing and critical reading and will prepare the student to take the AP Exam in Language 
and Composition. Students will learn methods of rhetorical analysis and civic discourse. In addition, 
they will learn how to convey information accurately, without distortion or ambiguity and, where 
appropriate, how to use diction, figures of speech, and syntax to make their writing serve its purpose, 
mode, and audience. Critical reading will involve students learning to discern and describe in an 
appropriate vocabulary how the arrangement of language shapes meaning. Students will examine the 
major devices that control tone and structure, and learn how they serve rhetorical purposes. 
 
HUMANITIES 
10 Credits Full Year College A Prerequisite: Juniors Only 
The Humanities course is a program of study in which English 11 and Global History I are presented 
as an integrated whole spread across two class blocks. This interdisciplinary approach requires the 
student to explore images of the world through literature, the arts, and material culture in order to 
illuminate the political, economic, and social patterns of the past and their collective imprint on the 
present. The Humanities curriculum is designed not only to integrate the two disciplines of literature 
and history, but also to integrate the skills needed to connect the past with the present-day lives of 
students in a technology-driven and project- based learning environment. 
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ENGLISH 11 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: A grade of 80% or above in Honors English 10 or recommendation of the 
department chair. A summer reading and writing assignment must be completed before 
entering this course in the fall. 
The junior Honors English course is for students seeking a challenging study of American literature 
supplemented by nonfiction selections. The focus of the class is on cultivating the academic skills and 
habits of mind critical for success in college and career through the rigorous analysis of American 
literature and its key authors, themes, and movements, with an emphasis on the writing skills of 
literary analysis, argumentation, and research. Students should be prepared to engage in SAT 
preparation with rhetorical analysis of fiction and non-fiction texts throughout the course. 
 
ENGLISH 11 
5 Credits Full Year College I Prerequisite: English 9 & 10 
This course is a chronological survey of American Literature with units on the Native Americans, the 
Puritans, the Age of Reason, the Romantic Era, Realism, the Harlem Renaissance, and the 20th Century. 
Readings include selections from such as authors as Hawthorne, Melville, Whitman, Dickinson, 
Twain, Stephen Crane, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Zora Neale Hurston, Arthur Miller, and Kurt Vonnegut. 
Student writing assignments include reflective writing, literary analysis, interviews, persuasive 
writing, and creative writing. A unit on SAT test taking skills is also included in this course. 
 
AP ENGLISH 12 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement 
Prerequisite: A grade of 80% or above in AP English 11 or 85% or above in Honors English 11 
or recommendation of the department chair. Students are required to take the Advanced 
Placement exam in May. Payment for the exam is due to the principal at the end of the first 
quarter. A summer reading and writing assignment must be completed before entering this 
course in the fall. 
The AP English course in literature and composition engages students in the careful reading and 
critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through close reading of selected texts, students deepen their 
understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. 
As they read, students examine a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as the use of figurative 
language, imagery, symbolism, and tone. 
 
ENGLISH 12 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: A grade of 80% or above in Honors English 11 or recommendation of the 
department chair. A summer reading and writing assignment must be completed before 
entering this course in the fall. 
The Senior Honors English course is for students seeking a challenging study of literature 
supplemented by nonfiction selections. The thematic focus for the year is the search for self and 
students will explore issues of identity, philosophy, and personal journeys. The emphasis of the course 
is on preparing students for success in college level reading, writing, discussion, presentation, and 
research. Students interested in this level course should expect to be engaged in a rigorous study of 
sophisticated texts selected from British and World literature as well as nonfiction sources and be 
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prepared to hone their writing skills in the genres of literary analysis, argumentation, research, and 
personal essays. 
 
ENGLISH 12 
5/2.5 Credits Full/Sem College I Prerequisite: English 11 
This is a survey course in both British and World Literature. Students will study literature from a 
variety of cultures and time periods such as the Middle Ages, Renaissance, Enlightenment, Romantic 
and Victorian Ages. Critical reading and writing skills are developed in the context of the works 
studies. In addition, students will learn strategies for vocabulary development, and methods for writing 
the college essay. 
 
SENIOR CAPSTONE PROJECT 
5 Credits Full HN/College I 
Prerequisite: Seniors Only. Successful completion of English 9, 10, and 11 
This course is designed for senior grade level students who want to explore a passion, interest or 
subject more deeply through authentic field-based inquiry. The senior capstone project is a semester-
long course designed to guide students as they develop and engage in a research- based project that 
will culminate in a showcase of their work. The focus of this course is on honing research, synthesis, 
and presentation skills. The final product of this inquiry will include a portfolio, research paper, and 
presentation. This course may fulfill the English 12 core requirement for seniors only. 
 

JOURNALISM 
  
[Introduction to Journalism, Principles of Advanced Journalism, and Newspaper 101: From High 
School to the Pros are open to all students in all grades who are interested in exploring journalism in 
general, as a career, and/or as a way to acquire the skills necessary for working on the staff of the 
High School View. In some instances, a journalism elective may serve as a semester of required high 
school English.] 
 
INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISM 
2.5 Credits    Semester    College I      Prerequisite: None 
This course introduces students to the function of an independent press in a free society. Students will 
explore the role and responsibility of the ethical journalist, a study which includes but is not limited to 
the following: the difference between fact and opinion; how to evaluate sources; the legal, moral, and 
ethical issues surrounding media production; technology and its effect on how news is disseminated; 
and various career opportunities in the field. Students will learn and practice the writing and editing 
skills necessary for newspaper and magazine design in both print and digital formats, and work both 
independently and collaboratively on projects that will stretch their abilities in the various modes of 
media production. 
This course may fulfill one semester of the English 12 core requirement for seniors only. This 
course will be unweighted for students in grades 9, 10, and 11 who choose to take this course as 
an elective. 
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PRINCIPLES OF ADVANCED JOURNALISM* 
2.5 Credits Semester     College I        Prerequisite: None 
Designed for students who are seeking more independent practice in the art and development of 
journalistic writing, Principles of Advanced Journalism offers more hands-on experience in the process 
of producing content for both the print and online editions of the High School View. Opportunities and 
activities in the course allow students to develop their ability to find stories, study and practice the art 
of the interview, refine their writing and editing skills, practice photojournalism, and contribute their 
work to the editors of the High School View for potential publication. Assessment will be portfolio-
based.   
This course may fulfill one semester of the English 12 core requirement for seniors only. This 
course will be unweighted for students in grades 9, 10, and 11 who choose to take this course as 
an elective. 
 
NEWSPAPER 101: FROM HIGH SCHOOL TO THE PROS* 
2.5 Credits Semester  College I  Prerequisite: None 
This course is designed for those students interested in developing the skills and knowledge necessary 
to assume one or more of the many leadership roles available as a member of the High School View 
student newspaper staff. Students will learn skills necessary for publishing the High School View in 
collaboration with the Martha’s Vineyard Times. Students will be responsible for all facets of 
publishing a weekly, student newspaper including the maintenance of the online edition and helping 
staff generate timely and relevant content. Those students who have shown an especially high degree 
of competence in all areas of journalism should discuss with the teacher opportunities for professional 
newspaper internships. There could also be opportunities to mentor a small number of eighth-grade 
students during High School View meetings Mondays after school. Assessment will be  portfolio-
based. 
This course may fulfill one semester of the English 12 core requirement for seniors only. This 
course will be unweighted for students in grades 9, 10, and 11 who choose to take this course as 
an elective.  
 
CREATIVE WRITING SEMINAR 
2.5 Credits Semester College I Prerequisite: None 
Are you working on a novel? A book of poems? Song lyrics? A play? Would you like to learn more 
about the craft of creative writing so that your words will make others, laugh, cry, sing and more? 
Then this seminar in creative writing is for you. While readings will be assigned, copies of student 
work will form the basis for most class discussions. At the end of each semester we will sponsor a 
coffeehouse public reading of student work. This public exhibition of student writing, plus a self-
selected portfolio of student work, will serve as the midterm / final exam. This course may fulfill one 
or two semesters of the English 12 core requirement for seniors only. This course will be 
unweighted for students in grades 9, 10, and 11 who choose to take this course as an elective. 
 
WRITING FOR COLLEGE 
2.5 Credits Semester College I Prerequisite: English 9, 10, 11 
This course will focus on the development of language skills necessary to succeed in college, the 
workplace, and to participate in civic communities. The course is designed to enhance the student’s 
understanding of written communication and give practice in producing clear, well- reasoned 
arguments. Students will learn to plan, develop, and revise writing into essays that are organized, 
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unified, and coherent. This course may fulfill one semester of the English 12 core requirement for 
seniors only. 
 
SCIENCE FICTION 
2.5 Credits Semester   HN/C1 Prerequisite: English 9 and 10 
An introduction to the science fiction literary and film canon for juniors and seniors. Students will 
explore science fiction's role within contemporary culture, its significance as a specific genre, key 
themes, and its historical context. Expected readings include works by Wells, Bradbury, Moore, 
Heinlein, Asimov, Ellison, Dick, Le Guin, and Gibson. Students will be expected to produce their 
own works of science fiction as a course project. This course may fulfill one semester of the English 
12 core requirement for seniors. This course will be unweighted for students in grade 11 who choose 
to take this course as an elective. This course may fulfill one semester of the English 12 core 
requirement for seniors. . This course will be unweighted for students in grade 11 who choose 
to take this course as an elective. 
 
CRIME FICTION 
2.5 Credits Semester HN/C1 Prerequisite: English 9 and 10 
One of the most popular literary genres, crime fiction — a broad category that includes detective 
fiction, whodunits, crime thrillers and others — has roots that reach back to the tales of Arabian 
Nights and Gong ‘an fiction of the Ming Dynasty. In this course, students will be expected to read, 
analyze and discuss classic works from the 19th century to the present, including those of Arthur 
Conan Doyle, Edgar Allan Poe, Dashiell Hammett, Raymond Chandler, and Agatha Christie, as well 
as from major modern writers. Composition of an original work in the genre is expected as a final 
project. This course may fulfill one semester of the English 12 core requirement for seniors. This 
course will be unweighted for students in grade 11 who choose to take this course as an elective. 
 
GENRE STUDIES I: THE SHORT STORY* 
2.5 credits   Semester I       HN/C1                   Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
An intensive study of the short story genre, including its origin, development and stylistic evolution. 
Class content will include texts originally published in English and/or translated from other world 
languages. Subgenres of horror, fantasy, war and crime will be included. A particular emphasis will be on 
factors that influenced the rise of the genre, including the industrial revolution and the advent of popular 
periodicals. This course may fulfill one semester of the English 12 core requirement for seniors. . 
This course will be unweighted for students in grade 11 who choose to take this course as an 
elective. 
Rep. Authors: Poe, Chekov, Joyce, Lovecraft, de Maupassant, Hemingway, 
Cather, Bradbury, Vonnegut, Beattie, Paley, Eisenberg, Butler, Canin. 
Methods: Lectures, tests/quizzes, independent projects, multimedia presentations, critical and creative 
writing, guest speakers. 
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GENRE STUDIES II: DRAMA/COMEDY* 
2.5 credits Semester 2           HN/C1  Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
An intensive study of the genre of drama/comedy, from classical and Renaissance Periods into the 
present day. Class content will include texts originally published in English as well as translated from 
other world languages. This course may fulfill one semester of the English 12 core requirement for 
seniors. . This course will be unweighted for students in grade 11 who choose to take this course as 
an elective. 
Rep. Authors: Sophocles, Aristotle, Euripides, Aristophanes, Shakespeare, Shaw, Ibsen, Synge, Beckett, 
Wasserstein, Hansbury, Wilson, Glaspell, 
Methods: Lectures, tests/quizzes, independent projects, multimedia presentations, critical and creative 
writing, guest speakers.  
 
CHALLENGING THE SINGLE STORY OF WOMEN: WOMEN IN LITERATURE 
2.5 credits  Semester  HN/C1            Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
Overview: How have women been portrayed in literature and why? This question will serve as a point of 
inquiry by which students in this course will begin to explore the narrative of women’s lives. Through 
units such as the heroine’s journey and women and power students will discover and investigate how 
story shapes identity and experience. Course literature will span time periods, cultures and genres and 
feature authors of both classic and contemporary works. Students will write about the literature, issues 
that impact women’s lives, and their personal experiences.  
This course may fulfill one semester of the English 12 core requirement for seniors. . This course 
will be unweighted for students in grade 11 who choose to take this course as an elective. 
Rep. Authors: Shakespeare, Chaucer, Grimm and Anderson, Austen, Bronte, Ibsen, 
Cather, Allende, Kincaid, Danticat, Munro, Atwood. 
Methods: Lectures, tests/quizzes, independent projects, multimedia presentations, critical and creative 
writing, guest speakers 
 
PUBLIC SPEAKING AND COMMUNICATION 
2.5 credits  Semester  Unweighted   Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
Public Speaking and Communication (first semester): In this course, we will watch, discuss and 
analyze Ted Talks and video clips of some of the most powerful and memorable speeches in history. 
We will have discussions about the various topics and arguments, and we will focus on the dynamics 
of effective communication. Additionally, we will explore the history of fake news and bias in the 
news and consider its impact on democracy. Grading will be mostly based on public speaking 
assignments and participation in discussion; homework will be minimal. 
 
MCAS ENGLISH 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
This course is designed for students who score in the needs improvement category or below on the 
MCAS exam given in 8th grade. It will help students develop the skills necessary to become effective 
readers and writers. The focus is two pronged; reading comprehension strategies and writing strategies 
to ensure that students learn how to actively organize what they read, to relate new information to 
what they already know in a systematic fashion, and to develop the necessary critical thinking skills to 
understand and respond to content information at higher levels of complexity. It is required of 
freshmen who are below grade level in reading and writing ability and is recommended for any 
sophomore who has not successfully mastered the skills necessary to become proficient on the MCAS 
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exam. 
 
EPP ENGLISH (Grades 11 and 12) 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
EPP English is a semester long course designed to increase a student’s proficiency in English language 
skills as dictated by his/her performance on the 10th Grade ELA MCAS. The student receives a 
diagnostic test at the start of the class. The results of this test, in addition to the student's item analysis 
results on the MCAS 10 ELA, are used to develop an individualized improvement plan. The student’s 
work in the course is built around helping the students achieve the goals of his/her improvement plan. 
Teaching techniques used include, but are not limited to, web-based computer programs (Study 
Island), group work, individual instruction, and traditional teacher-centered instruction. Students are 
assessed throughout the semester in order for adjustments to be made to the student's individualized 
program. 
 
LIFE SKILLS ENGLISH (Grades 9-12) 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: As determined by the Special Education Team and as indicated in the student’s 
Individual Education Program (IEP). 
This class focuses on functional English skills necessary to participate in the world of work, 
community and family. It provides individualized instruction in developing and applying basic 
English (reading and writing) skills for use in practical life and pre-vocational situations. 
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ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE SOCIAL/LINGUAL SKILLS 
5 Credits Full Year College I Prerequisite: WIDA LEVEL 1 
This course is designed for the newcomer English language learner (ELL) with little or no English 
language skills (WIDA level 1). In ESL Social/Lingual Skills, students are introduced to English 
through the four domains of communication: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. 
The primary focus of this course is to build a foundation of English language skills while instructing 
students in the English social language skills they will need to support their transition into the high 
school and the larger Island community. This course is part of the Newcomer Program for immigrant 
students. 
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE: CULTURAL SKILLS 
5.0 Credits  Full Year       College I    Prerequisite: WIDA Level 1 
This course is designed for the newcomer English language learner (ELL) with little or no English 
language skills (WIDA level 1). In ESL Cultural Skills, students practice their English listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing skills while exploring aspects of United States culture. Areas of study 
include personal space, greetings, slang, holidays, the school system (K-college), and more. This 
course is part of the Newcomer Program for immigrant students. 
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 2 
5 Credits Full Year     College I      Prerequisite: ESL I or WIDA level 2 
This course is designed for second language students at the beginning and early intermediate levels of 
English language learning (WIDA level 2). The format of the class is similar to that of ESL 1. The 
focus of instruction is on further developing each student’s academic and social English language skills 
in listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 3 
5 Credits Full Year College I       Prerequisite: ESL 2 or WIDA level 3 
This course is designed for ELLs at the intermediate level of English language acquisition (WIDA 
level 3). As in ESL 1 & 2, instruction continues to be on the acquisition of academic and social 
English language skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students 
participate in literary book circles, intensify their focus on the writing process, practice listening 
strategies to succeed in mainstream content classroom, and hone their oral presentation skills. 
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 4 
5 Credits Full Year College I     Prerequisite: ESL 3 or WIDA level 4 
This course is specifically designed for ELLs who are at the high intermediate level of English 
proficiency (WIDA level 4). At this level, instruction is focused on specific areas of English language 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing with which students are still struggling. 
 
ESL ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION & PUBLIC SPEAKING* 
2.5 credits Semester  College I          Prerequisite: ELL Designation & WIDA Level 3-5 
ESL English Pronunciation & Public Speaking is a semester long course that targets ELLs’ English 
speaking skills. The course has a dual focus. First, students will learn and practice North American 
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English pronunciation. The goal is to improve comprehensibility and fluency. Secondly, students will 
explore, learn, and practice the art of American public speaking, namely eye contact, voice modulations, 
strategic repetition, audience awareness, effective use of props, answering questions, etc. 
 
ESL UNITED STATES HISTORY TOPICS I* 
5 Credits Full Year College I                 Prerequisite: None  
This course is designed for newcomer English language learners who may not have the foundational 
knowledge of United States history to succeed in mainstream United States history classes. English 
language skills are taught through the medium of American history, government, and geography. 
This course is part of the Newcomer Program for immigrant students. 
 
ESL AMERICAN HISTORY & CULTURE UNITED STATES HISTORY TOPICS II* 
5 Credits Full Year College I              
Prerequisite: ESL US History Topics 1 or equivalent and WIDA level 2 
This course is co-taught with a licensed history teacher and a licensed ESL teacher. It is designed for 
English language learners who are at the Emerging level of English language skills, and have some 
foundational knowledge of United States History, but for whom mainstream United States history 
classes are too challenging.  
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE: SCIENCE TOPICS* 
5 Credits Full Year College I  Prerequisite: None 
This course is designed for newcomer English language learners. English language skills are taught 
through the medium of the sciences, especially biology. This course is part of the Newcomer 
Program for immigrant students. 
 
* New Course 
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HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
The Health and Physical Education department offers four years of courses that are designed to meet the 
individual needs of students through a variety of prescribed and selected activities. Students are 
introduced to essential skills and knowledge that enable them to experience a broad spectrum of wellness 
for present and lifetime use. The total development of a student -- physically, socially, emotionally, and 
intellectually - is an important aspect of our health and physical education. This comprehensive concept 
will support our students’ overall achievement and success. 
There is a 4-year requirement for all students to enroll and successfully complete one semester of PE with 
Health for each of the four years, equaling 10 credits REQUIRED for graduation from MVRHS. In each 
semester of PE there will be health education units within the semester integrated to each grade 
separately for freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. 
 

Physical Education: Units will include; knowledge and skills to achieve and maintain a healthy level 
of physical fitness, ability to demonstrate personal and social behaviors that include respect for self 
and others, a sense of respect for value of physical activity for enjoyment, challenge and self-
expression. 
 
Health Education: Units will consider all aspects of Health; social, physical and emotional health. 
These include; health promotion, disease prevention, practice of health enhancing behaviors, reduction 
in risky behaviors, accessing valid health information and advocacy for  

 
COURSES PHYSICAL EDUCATION WITH HEALTH 

 

● One Year of PE with Health is required per year for graduation (total of 10 credits) 
 

9TH GRADE PHYSICAL EDUCATION WITH HEALTH 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
All 9th grade students will participate in Physical Education with units in basics of fitness testing, fitness 
planning with goal setting/monitoring, sport education and game strategies. Health units may include: 
Project Adventure, Life Skills curriculum to build self-confidence/awareness as well units on substance 
use prevention, violence prevention, unintentional injury and other health topics. 
 
10, 11, 12TH GRADE PHYSICAL EDUCATION WITH HEALTH 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
For sophomores, juniors and seniors who have successfully completed 9th Grade PE with Health. 
PE units will include fitness planning, monitoring and small group projects. Fitness and Weight room 
orientation, select field trips per grade as well as team sports, recreational sports/activities, and traditional 
PE games/activities. 
Health education units will be instructed per grade; sophomores, juniors and seniors separate. 
Personal and social health skills will include; self-management, stress management, communication, 
goal setting, decision making and advocacy. 
Units will follow state and federal standards in successions that provide our students with the skills and 
knowledge to develop into healthy members of our community. 
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AQUATIC FITNESS WITH HEALTH Elective for Juniors/Seniors 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Upon successful completion of 9th & 10th year PE with Health (meets graduation requirement) 
Using the YMCA of MV pool course will consist of swim stroke review and development. Using deep 
water and shallow water exercise routines a combination of 
muscular strength and cardiovascular fitness will be included in course content. Students need to supply 
their own bathing suit, towel and other needs for use of YMCA pool. 
Health education will be a required part of this course when juniors/seniors are meeting with health 
education staff during the semester. 
 
PERSONAL TRAINING WITH HEALTH    Elective for Juniors/Seniors 
2.5 Credits    Semester    Unweighted 
Upon successful completion of 9th & 10 year PE with Health (meets graduation requirement) A course 
designed for a student interested in fitness or who is interested in becoming a personal trainer, athletic 
trainer, physical therapist or strength and conditioning coach. Human anatomy and movement is explored 
as well as careers in fitness. Students will actively practice strength and conditioning during every class 
based on workouts designed by the instructor. 
Health education will be a required part of this course when juniors/seniors are meeting with health 
education staff during the semester. 
 

ADAPTIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION/PHYSICAL THERAPY/OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY 
2.5 Credits    Semester    Unweighted 
Prerequisite: As determined by the Special Education Team and as indicated in the student’s 
Individual Education Program (IEP). 
This course includes therapeutic and recreational activities designed to meet specific goals contained in 
Individual Educational Plans. Activities are developed in cooperation with adaptive physical education 
teachers, physical therapists and occupational therapists. 
 
ADAPTIVE PE MENTORS                            Elective for Juniors/Seniors 
2.5 Credits    Semester    Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Recommendation from the Life Skills faculty, confirmation from guidance regarding 
educational intentions and final approval from the Adaptive P.E. teachers. *The number of mentors in the 
program will be determined by the number of Life Skills students requiring support. 
This course offers students who are interested in pursuing a career in education, special education or other 
therapeutic-based futures the opportunity to gain experience in the field, while gaining fitness benefits. 
The goal of the mentor is to be a participant in class, modeling the fitness skills and activities. Mentors 
will also be active in planning and assisting the annual Special Olympics competition event. 
 
YOGA (grant funded) WITH HEALTH         Elective for Juniors/Seniors 
Upon successful completion of 9th & 10th year PE with Health (meets graduation requirement) 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
This semester length class will give those students who would like to enhance their practice of Yoga 
beyond the level of yoga used in PE classes over the past couple of years. Get a stronger use of your 
breath, positions and deepen the benefits of increased focus and stress reduction through this semester 
length course. 
Health education will be part of this course when juniors/seniors are meeting with health education staff 
during the semester.  
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HISTORY AND SOCIAL STUDIES 
The History and Social Studies Department's courses are heterogeneously grouped except for 
those electives classified as Advanced Placement or Honors. All History and Social Studies 
electives are open to Juniors and Seniors only. 

 
U.S. History I 
U.S. History II Global 
History I Global 
History II 

 
AP U.S. HISTORY 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement Sophomores Only Prerequisite: A 
grade of 90% or above in U.S. History 1 or recommendation of the department chair. 
Students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. Payment for the 
exam is due to the principal at the end of the first quarter. A summer assignment must be 
completed before entering this course in the fall. 
Advanced Placement U.S. History is a challenging course that is meant to be equivalent to a 
freshmen college course and can earn students college credit. It is a yearlong survey of American 
History from the age of exploration and discovery to the present. Solid reading and writing skills, 
along with a willingness to devote considerable time to homework and study are necessary to 
succeed. Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, and 
interpretation of original documents. 
 
AP WORLD HISTORY 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement Juniors Only 
Prerequisite: A grade of 90% or above in U.S. History II. A grade of 80% or above in AP U.S. 
History or recommendation of the department chair. Students are required to take the Advanced 
Placement exam in May. Payment for the exam is due to the principal at the end of the first 
quarter. A summer assignment must be completed before entering this course in the fall. 
This course encompasses the entire span of human history, man’s journey from the ocean to the earth 
to the sky, paying special attention to the concepts of continuity and change across time and space. 
Beginning with a review of the period 8,000 BCE to the fall of the Han and Roman Empires, this 
course examines the events that have led to increasing globalization, to the ebb and flow of power and 
to the resiliency of the human spirit. Because this is a college- level course, it relies strongly on the 
completion and comprehension of advanced reading and participation in class discussions. An 
emphasis will be placed upon historical writing demonstrating the skills of analysis and synthesis; to 
this end, particular attention is paid to primary and secondary documents. 
 
AP MODERN EUROPE 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement Seniors Only 
Prerequisite: A grade of 90% or above in Global History I. A grade of 80% or above in AP 
World History or recommendation of the department chair. Students are required to take the 
Advanced Placement exam in May. Payment for the exam is due to the principal at the end of 
the first quarter. A summer assignment must be completed before entering this course in the 
fall. 
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European AP is a course covering the time frame from the fall of Rome until the present. The course 
covers 1,000 years of history and eleven countries: tales of intrigue, murder, religion, politics and greed. 
The goal of the course is to allow the students to familiarize themselves with concepts that will enable 
them to make connections primarily along the lines of economic, social and political means. Emphasis 
within the course is placed upon college level reading, evaluation of primary source material and the 
components of good historical writing. European history, commonly known as Western Civilization, is a 
requirement at most colleges and is considered the basis of US History. 
 
U.S. HISTORY I (1800-1865) 
5 Credits Full Year College A Prerequisite: Required of all Freshmen 
This class will teach the fundamentals of US History and trace the development of US History and 
culture. Included are the American Revolution and the role of constitutional 
government, the War of 1812, the Monroe Doctrine, Manifest Destiny, Westward Expansion, the 
compromises between the states and the tensions between the industrializing north and the rural slave 
owning south which culminated in the Civil War. Attention will be paid to the development of 
African American culture, the impact of slavery in the United States, the dislocation of native culture, 
and the interaction between those cultures, the original colonists and the first waves of emigration 
from Europe. 
 
U.S. HISTORY II 
5 Credits Full Year College A Prerequisite: Required of all Sophomores 
U.S. History II is a survey course with an emphasis on the multicultural fabric which makes up 
American society.  Students are encouraged to understand and appreciate the value of diversity while 
gaining a strong sense of global history. Discussion of current events is an integral part of the course 
encouraging students to remain open to continued learning. The course begins with a brief review of 
the Civil War era, and continues through Reconstruction, 19th and 20th century America. Throughout 
the course, students will be involved in research assignments including the Vineyard History Project 
where students use a variety of skills to learn more about their island history. The course utilizes film 
and guest speakers from our community to give students a more complete understanding of U.S. 
History. 
 
*HUMANITIES 
10 Credits Full Year College A Prerequisite: Sophomores Only 
The Humanities course is a program of study in which English 10 and US History 2 are presented as 
an integrated whole spread across two class blocks. This interdisciplinary approach requires the 
student to explore images of the world through literature, the arts, and material culture in order to 
illuminate the political, economic, and social patterns of the past and their collective imprint on the 
present. The Humanities curriculum is designed not only to integrate the two disciplines of literature 
and history, but also to integrate the skills needed to connect the past with the present-day lives of 
students in a technology-driven and project- based learning environment. 
 
GLOBAL HISTORY I 
5 Credits Full Year College A Prerequisite: Required of all Juniors 
This course is a survey course of global history from 600 ce -1800 ce and focuses on the transition 
from the medieval world to the modern world. Emphasis is placed on exploring the historical roots of 
contemporary issues, which is guided by the direct instruction of current events. Some of the regions 
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of the world being covered are the Middle East, Southeast Asia, East Africa, West Africa, the Atlantic 
world, Europe, and East Asia. As always, history focuses around the social, political, economic and 
ideological forces that have driven the past into the present. 
 
HUMANITIES 
10 Credits Full Year College A Prerequisite: Juniors Only 
The Humanities course is a program of study in which English 11 and Global History I are presented 
as an integrated whole spread across two class blocks. This interdisciplinary approach requires the 
student to explore images of the world through literature, the arts, and material culture in order to 
illuminate the political, economic, and social patterns of the past and their collective imprint on the 
present. The Humanities curriculum is designed not only to integrate the two disciplines of literature 
and history, but also to integrate the skills needed to connect the past with the present-day lives of 
students in a technology-driven and project- based learning environment. 
 
GLOBAL HISTORY II 
5 Credits Full Year College A Prerequisite: Required of all Seniors 
Global History II is a required year long course focusing on the world from 1914 to the 
present. This class completes the two year program of global history required for graduation. 
Beginning with a study of WW1 and focusing on the impact of the Great 
Depression on Europe, the struggle for independence of European colonies throughout Africa, Asia, 
Ireland and the disintegration of the Ottoman and Austro Hungarian empires, the Nazi Holocaust 
during WW2, the creation of the state of Israel, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, genocide in Rwanda, 
Bosnia and the Sudan and the role of the United Nations and the European Union in the modern 
world. 
 
SPORTS IN AMERICA 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
Sport, both participatory and spectator, has long been a theater for social and political issues that have 
defined this nation in the past half century. Either through individual choice or by government 
compulsion, athletes and athletic events has become political vehicles used to drive specific agendas, 
often catapulting the ordinary onto the pages of history. The issues of our times those of race, gender, 
social class and globalization and events such as the Cold War, Apartheid in South Africa, the Vietnam 
War and the Arab Israeli conflict have shaped, and continue to shape, the conscience and direction of 
this nation in the 21st century. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO LAW 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
This course will introduce students to the study of law through an examination of the following topics: 
Law definitions, the Bill of Rights, Constitutional Law, Criminal Law and Civil 
Law. In the study of Common and Civil Law, there is much to consider and the course raises vital 
questions about fairness, security and individual rights in a free society. Involvement of community 
lawyers, court clerks and police officers in the classroom and visits to the courthouse and police 
stations are an integral part of the class. Through a discussion based environment, students learn from 
each other, interpret data and make use of community resources. 
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PSYCHOLOGY 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
This course will introduce students to the fundamentals of modern psychological 
thought. Students will understand the history of psychology in the 19th and 20th centuries. Changing 
views of psychology are examined in this course as are issues specifically related to understanding 
human behavior. 
 
SOCIOLOGY 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
This course introduces students to the academic background of Sociology and encourages students to 
think critically on important contemporary issues such as minority cultures and race relations, ageism, 
sexism, marriage, education, poverty, class demographics within the ethos of an appreciation for 
diversity. The class will have a focus on crime and the legal system within our society. Students will 
utilize a variety of media, including film, magazines, newspapers and computer technology, to interpret 
data and present research projects. There is an active guest speaker program. 
 
LEADERSHIP 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
This class is recommended for all students who have an interest in improving the culture of MVRHS. 
Students will learn leadership skills to apply to student and school activities and student governance at 
MVRHS.  Students will also have an opportunity to make a difference in their local, regional, national 
and global communities. Students will be required to show initiative and a take a keen interest all class 
activities. Students will be ambassadors of MVRHS at all times and will be required to complete 
community service hours.  
 
MYTHOLOGY; STORIES, SYMBOLS AND RITUALS 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
Have you ever wondered why good people can participate in evil acts? Why humans commit the same 
atrocities over and over? What can we learn about the Abu Ghraib scandal and the upsurge in terrorism 
from the adventures of Jason and the Argonauts or Hercules and his trip through the underworld? How 
is our society’s obsession with athletes and musicians similar to the Trojan War or the Knights of the 
Round Table? In this course, we consider how myths give meaning to different events in the human 
world; how they are woven into politics, culture, and family life; and how we can interpret them. 
Students will be required to read literature related to myths from the ancient world and apply its 
meaning to modern events. 
This course may fulfill one semester of the Global History II core requirement for seniors only. 
This course will be weighted for seniors as a College A course. 
 
AN INTRODUCTION TO WOMEN’S STUDIES 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
Part women’s history, part feminist theory, and part current events, this class endeavors to study the 
status of women in society, past and present. The course begins with an overview of the role of women 
in history, paying particular attention to the origins of patriarchy and the changes and continuities in 
women’s history over the millennia. We will also study some of the major names in classical feminist 
theory, such as Simone de Beauvoir and Betty Friedan, as well as current theorists, such as bell hooks 
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and Naomi Wolf. We will conclude our study with an examination of current women’s issues, 
particularly those that pertain to the young women in our community. 
This course may fulfill one semester of the Global History II core requirement for seniors only. 
This course will be weighted for seniors as a College A course. 
 
GLOBAL POLITICS AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Democracy is not a sure thing. Around the world, governments and politicians are often willing to 
resist the changes their citizen’s demand. Today, we need clarity on the intricacies of governments and 
politics globally and the steps necessary to enact the changes we desire. This course will cultivate the 
skills and knowledge necessary to evaluate and advocate for many issues facing the future. 
This course may fulfill one semester of the Global History II core requirement for seniors only. 
This course will be weighted for seniors as a College A course. 
 
GERMAN HISTORY: An Introduction to History, Culture, and Politics 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
The History of Germany spans over a thousand years and can be cited as containing some of the 
most important events in the western world. German History starts with the struggle for 
independence against the reviled Roman Empire, through the Dark Ages and the Crusades, to 
modern-state building through Imperialism to WWI and rise of the Nazi 
party, the domination of Europe and the Holocaust, WWII, membership in the European Union and 
continues with massive Syrian immigration into Germany and the rise of nationalism and anti- 
immigrant politics. If you love a great story, and enjoy pretzels, sauerkraut, bratwurst, and lederhosen, 
then you will love German History. Reading, Writing and Research centered on the above topics will 
be expected and explored. 
This course may fulfill one semester of the Global History II core requirement for seniors only. 
This course will be weighted for seniors as a College A course. 
 
GLOBAL REVOLUTIONS OF YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
When we think of Revolution we think of the American, Chinese or Russian revolutions, or some 
other violent conflict. This class will take a different look at revolutions to show how revolutions 
bring about change and are much more difficult to package in neat “periodization” boxes than 
historians would like you to believe. Instead, most revolutionary movements are non-violent and 
redefine through generations. 
Examining the changes in the 20th century provides a perfect opportunity to prove this hypothesis. 
Revolutions in technology, science, culture and medicine completely changed the world we live in 
today and how we interact with others on a global scale. These revolutions have no start or stop 
dates, but continue to evolve. 
We will examine revolutions in the late 19th and early 20th Centuries and compare and contrast with 
those of today. Throughout our history, revolutions have moved from impacting locally to having vast 
global implications. Specifically, we will examine how “revolutionary” movements in civil rights, 
feminism, social media, vaccines, sexual freedom and virtual reality help or hurt connections across 
the world. 
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This course may fulfill one semester of the Global History II core requirement for seniors only. 
This course will be weighted for seniors as a College A course. 
 
HISTORY OF EDUCATION*  
2.5 Credits Semester 1 Unweighted  Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
 In this course, students will read about different education theories, models and    movements, both 
domestically and globally. The course will involve experimenting with the effectiveness of various 
learning approaches, and it will culminate in the development of proposals for improving education. 
This course may fulfill one semester of the Global History II core requirement for seniors only. 
This course will be weighted for seniors as a College A course with additional work. 
 
HISTORICAL FICTION WORKSHOP*  
2.5 Credits Semester 2 Unweighted  Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
In this course, students will read two historical fiction novels, including Art Spiegelman’s graphic novel, 
Maus. We will study the basic elements of historical fiction writing (character development, setting, 
plotting and tension), and students will write and develop their own works of historical fiction. 
This course may fulfill one semester of the Global History II core requirement for seniors only. 
This course will be weighted for seniors as a College A course with additional work. 
 
ESL UNITED STATES HISTORY TOPICS I* 
5 Credits Full Year College I Prerequisite: None  
This course is designed for newcomer English language learners who may not have the foundational 
knowledge of United States history to succeed in mainstream United States history classes. English 
language skills are taught through the medium of American history, government, and geography. 
This course is part of the Newcomer Program for immigrant students. 
 
ESL AMERICAN HISTORY & CULTURE UNITED STATES HISTORY TOPICS II* 
5 Credits Full Year College I  
Prerequisite: ESL US History Topics 1 or equivalent and WIDA level 2 
This course is co-taught with a licensed history teacher and a licensed ESL teacher. It is designed for 
English language learners who are at the Emerging level of English language skills, and have some 
foundational knowledge of United States History, but for whom mainstream United States history 
classes are too challenging.  
 
LIFE SKILLS SOCIAL STUDIES 
Grades 9-12 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: As determined by the Special Education Team and as indicated in the 
student’s Individual Education Program (IEP). 
This class is designed to present students with an opportunity to learn about their community, 
geography, citizenship, and U.S. and Global History, within an environment that places emphasis on 
key concepts from the common core curriculum as they relate to the students to prepare them for 
participation in their community successfully. Students will demonstrate understanding through 
informal observations and project driven curriculum and assessment. 
*New Course 
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MATHEMATICS 

In order to switch levels either from College 1 to Honors or College II to College I: 
Student must score 90% or above overall in the lower level course or recommendation of the 
department chair. 
 
All students must complete a minimum of two years of mathematics. See specific graduation 
program requirements found in the beginning of this catalogue. 
 
In general, Mathematics College I (C1) level courses are taught with a more rigorous, in depth 
theoretical approach. College II (C2) level courses have a more practical, hands on initiative 
emphasis. 
 
Incoming freshman who have scored below 225 on their eighth grade Math MCAS score and are 
performing below a 70% in their Algebra I class for the first semester will have to take a mandatory 
MCAS Math course every other day in the Math Lab during the second semester for 1.25 credits. 
Sophomores who have failed Algebra I will have to take a mandatory MCAS Math course every 
other day in the Math Lab for the first semester for 1.25 credits. 
 
ADVANCED GEOMETRY 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: Completion of the equivalent of a High School Honors Algebra I Program with a 
grade of 90% or above and the recommendation of the 8th grade teacher. 
This course is an in-depth course being offered to students who have mastered a complete 
Algebra 1 Course at the Honors Level in their 8th grade year. Topics covered in this new course 
will include the traditional geometry units: formal proofs, polygons, parallel and perpendicular, 
lines, congruence, similarity, right triangles, circles, area, and volume. 
This course will expand its coverage of trigonometry to include the study of the unit circle, the six trig 
functions, right triangle trigonometry, graphs of trigonometric functions, law of sines and cosines, 
solving triangles, trigonometric identities, and solving trigonometric equations. 
Finally, the course would end with Chapters 1+2 from the Algebra 2 Text: graphing quadratic 
functions, factoring, graphing, quadratic formula, completing the square, complex numbers, the 
discriminant, and working with polynomials. Problem solving will be emphasized throughout the 
course. 
This course progresses at an advanced pace covering the greatest breadth and depth of topics. Students 
are expected to have mastered the skills and thoroughly understood the concepts covered in this and 
prior courses. They are expected to have retained this past content, as material will not be reviewed in 
the course. Mathematical concepts will often be introduced at an abstract and theoretical level. New 
ideas are often developed through student investigation. Students will be expected to apply their 
knowledge to open-ended and non-routine problems. Students will sometimes be expected to learn 
material by reading the textbook and/or solving problems on their own. Students are expected to be 
self-motivated, taking responsibility for their own learning, seeking help when needed. The course is 
designed to meet the needs of a student who thrives in a more independent learning environment. 
MCAS exams will be given throughout the year to track student growth in the Algebra portion 
of the test. 
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ALGEBRA I 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: Recommendation of the 8th grade instructor. 
This in-depth college preparatory course is the formal introduction to Algebra. This is a course for 
students of advanced ability in solving problems critically and analytically. Topics covered include: 
patterns, operations, functions, systems of equation and inequalities, exponents and exponential 
functions, polynomials and factoring, quadratics, rationales, radicals, coordinate geometry, probability 
and statistics and transformations. Assignments include considerable work to be done by the student 
outside of class time. 
 
ALGEBRA I 
5 Credits Full Year College I 
Prerequisite: Recommendation of the 8th grade instructor. 
This first year course is the formal introduction to Algebra. Topics covered include: patterns, 
operations, functions, systems of equations and inequalities, exponents and exponential functions, 
polynomials and factoring, quadratics, rationales, radicals, coordinate geometry, probability and 
statistics and transformations. MCAS exams will be given throughout the year to track student 
growth in the Algebra portion of the test. 
 
EXTENDED ALGEBRA I – I* 
5 Credits Full Year  College II                          Prerequisite: None 
This first year of a two year sequence of Algebra I covers many of the topics of linear Algebra as well a 
few of the more pertinent Geometry topics as they relate within this curriculum. The curriculum will 
include patterns, order of operations, writing and evaluating expressions, problem solving, writing, and 
graphing of both linear equations and linear inequalities, and solving systems of equations. Other topics 
include Angles, midpoint/distance formula, and triangle congruence as well as MCAS prep. 
   
EXTENDED ALGEBRA I – II* 
5 Credits Full Year College I 
Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra I or Extended Algebra I 
This course is for students who are either in the second year of the Extended Algebra I curriculum or 
have completed Algebra I but need more reinforcement. Curriculum topics will include, exponents and 
exponential functions, Polynomials and factoring, Quadratic equations and functions, Data Analysis, and 
Probability. Other topics will include transversal, polygons, special triangles and basic trigonometry. 
MCAS prep including strategies will be covered as well.  
 
GEOMETRY 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: Completion of the equivalent of a High School Honors Algebra I Program with an 
80% or above, a grade of 80% or above in Honors Algebra I, or recommendation of the 
department chair. 
Students will explore real life problems, and apply principles of geometry to critically and 
analytically find solutions. The tools of geometry including compass, and protractor will be applied 
to develop concepts. Studying reasoning will help students learn to write with clarity and precision. 
A comprehensive portfolio of tasks will be developed throughout the year. 
Topics covered include introduction to proof, logic, parallel lines, polygons, congruence, 
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perimeter, area, volume, similarity, circles, non-Euclidean geometry, and trigonometry. 
 
GEOMETRY 
5 Credits Full Year College I & II 
Prerequisite: A grade of 70% or above in Algebra I College I for Geometry College I or 
recommendation of the department chair. 
This course may be selected as a College I or College II level course after consultation with the 
instructor. Students will explore real life problems, and apply principles of algebra and geometry to 
critically and analytically find solutions. The tools of geometry including ruler, compass, and 
protractor will be applied to develop concepts. Topics covered include an introduction to logic parallel 
lines, polygons, congruence, perimeter and area, volume, similarity, circles, non-Euclidean geometry, 
and trigonometry. 
 
ADVANCED ALGEBRA II 
5 Credits Full Year Honors Prerequisite: Sophomores Only 
Prerequisite: A grade of 80% or above in Advanced Geometry or recommendation of the 
department chair. 
This course is a continuation of Advanced Geometry. Advanced Algebra II is an in-depth course 
exploring many aspects of Algebra II, and Trigonometry. Problem solving will be emphasized 
throughout the course. This course progresses at a fast pace, covering the greatest breadth and depth of 
topics. Students are expected to have mastered the skills and thoroughly understood the concepts 
covered in this and prior courses. They are expected to have retained this past knowledge, which will 
generally not be reviewed in the course. Mathematical concepts are often introduced at an abstract and 
theoretical level. New ideas are often developed through student investigation. Students will be 
expected to apply their knowledge to open-ended and non-routine problems. Students are expected to 
be self- motivated, taking responsibility for their own learning and seeking help when needed. The 
course is designed to meet the needs of a student who thrives in a more independent learning 
environment. Some of the topics covered in this course include matrices, transformational geometry, 
rational expressions, functions, complex numbers, exponential and logarithmic functions, and 
trigonometry. 
 
ALGEBRA II 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: A grade of 80% or above in Honors Geometry or recommendation of the 
department chair. 
The course entails a challenging and complete study of Algebra II. Topics include a second year study 
of a variety of functions including; linear, quadratic, polynomial, exponential, and logarithmic, 
rational, and radical. The students will also be exposed to, complex numbers, data analysis and 
statistics, sequences and series, and the binomial theorem. The course concludes with an extensive 
study of right triangle and circle functional trigonometry. 
 
ALGEBRA II 
5 Credits Full Year College I 
Prerequisite: A grade of 70% or above in Geometry to continue in College I level. 
In this course students build on their previous work with functions and on their work with 
trigonometric ratios to extend trigonometry to model periodic phenomena through the coordinate 
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plane and the unit circle. Topics include a variety of functions including quadratic, polynomial, 
exponential, logarithmic, rational, radical and trigonometric. Effects of transformations on graphs of 
diverse functions are explored in order to generalize the effects transformations have on graphs and 
use this to improve algebraic models. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AB) CALCULUS 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement 
Prerequisite: A grade of 85% or above in Pre-AP Calculus or recommendation of the 
department chair. Students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. 
Payment for the exam is due to the principal at the end of the first quarter. A summer 
assignment must be completed and will be assessed upon entering this course in the fall. 
The course topics include limits and continuity as well as differentiation and integration of 
polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions. A passing grade on the AP exam 
may earn students a full semester of college credit, or advanced placement, or both. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT (BC) CALCULUS 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement 
Prerequisite: A grade of 85% or above in Pre-AP Calculus or recommendation of the 
department chair. Students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. 
Payment for the exam is due to the principal at the end of the first quarter. A summer 
assignment must be completed before entering this course in the fall. 
The course topics include limits and continuity as well as differentiation and integration of polynomial, 
exponential, logarithmic, and trigonometric functions. In addition to these AB course topics; polar and 
parametric equations, vectors, infinite series, and separable differential equations are also included. A 
passing grade on the AP (BC) exam will earn students a full semester of college credit, or advanced 
placement, or both. 
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement 
Prerequisite: A grade of 85% or above in Advanced Algebra II, Pre-AP Calculus, Honors 
Algebra II or recommendation of the department chair. Students are required to take the 
Advanced Placement exam in May. Payment for the exam is due to the principal at the end of the 
first quarter. A summer assignment must be completed before entering this course in the fall. 
This course will introduce students to the concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and drawing 
conclusions from data. Students will be exposed to four themes: exploratory analysis, planning and 
conducting a study, probability, and statistical inference. The use of technology, projects and 
laboratories, cooperative group problem solving and writing as part of concept oriented instruction and 
assessment will allow students to build interdisciplinary connections with other subjects and their 
world outside school. The student that succeeds in AP Statistics will have strong quantitative 
reasoning and writing skills. A passing grade on the AP exam can earn students a full semester of 
college credit, or advanced placement, or both. 
 
PRE-AP CALCULUS 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: A grade of 80% or above in Advanced Algebra II or recommendation of the 
department chair. 
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This course is for the student of above-average mathematical ability and is the prerequisite course to 
the AP Calculus courses offered. Topics covered include a thorough review of Polynomial, Rational, 
Radical, Exponential, Logarithmic and Trigonometric Functions followed by a unit on Sequences and 
Series and a unit on Parametric and Polar Equations in the first semester. The second semester initiates 
a preparation for AP Calculus with discussions of Limits and their properties, a unit on Derivatives and 
ends with Applications of Differentiation. A summer assignment is expected to be completed and an 
assessment is given at the end of the first week back to school to begin the AP Calculus Course. 
 
CALCULUS 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: A grade of 90% or above in Honors Algebra II, 80% or above in Honors Pre- 
Calculus or recommendation of the department chair. 
This course is an application-oriented, investigative calculus course in which students are involved in 
both the development and solution of problem statements. Topics covered include a pre-calculus 
review, limits, the rules of differentiation and basic integration of functions including exponential, 
logarithmic and trigonometric, curve sketching, and L’Hôpital’s Rule. Students use these concepts of 
calculus to solve problems in the context of real world applications using graphing calculators and 
computers when appropriate. 
 
PRECALCULUS 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: A grade of 80% or above in Honors Algebra II or recommendation of the 
department chair. 
This course emphasizes concepts and skills that prepare students for the study of Calculus. Topics 
covered will expand students understanding of, and ability to, analyze polynomial, radical, rational, 
exponential, logarithmic and trigonometric functions and their graphs. Students will also study additional 
trigonometric topics including reviewing unit circle trigonometry, proving trigonometric identities, and 
solving trigonometric equations. The course will conclude with a basic introduction to Calculus. 
 
PRECALCULUS 
5 Credits Full Year College I 
Prerequisite: A grade of 70% or above in Algebra II or recommendation of the 
department chair. 
This course is for the students who solve problems critically and analytically. Topics covered include 
polynomials, logarithmic, exponential, trigonometric, and rational functions. Students will be taught 
to employ various forms of technology to interpret data and model problems in the context of real 
world applications. The study of vocabulary and procedures will aid students in recognizing the 
importance of reading and writing with clarity and precision in mathematics. 
 
STATISTICS  
2.5 Credits Semester College I 
Prerequisite: A grade of 70% or above in Algebra II or recommendation of the 
department chair. 
An elective for seniors, this course provides an application-based approach to the study of statistics as 
well as a bridge to concepts and tools in the statistics courses required for many college majors. Topics in 
this course include analyzing one- and two-variable data, measuring center and variability, correlation, 
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regression models, sampling, and surveys. Significant use of the graphing calculator is required. 
 
PROBABILITY AND DATA ANALYSIS 
2.5 Credits Semester College I Prerequisite: Algebra I 
An elective for seniors, this course begins with an in-depth study of the principles of probability, 
including conditional probability and independence, the multiplication rule, and combinations and 
permutations. Additional data analysis topics include random variables, normal distribution, sampling 
distributions, margin of error and confidence intervals. The elective Statistics is not a prerequisite for 
this course. Significant use of the graphing calculator required. 
 
INTRODUCTION TO ROBOTICS 
2.5 Credits Semester         Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
 In this course students will explore what is currently happening in the world of robotics. The    class will 
be a hands on design and build class. Students will design and build vehicles and compete in 
competitions. They will use multiple sensors and Bluetooth technology to control the vehicles. Students 
will learn to do graphical programming in the building of their designs. In the second half of the class the 
students will select an individual project with the aid of the instructor continuing in the hands on design 
and build process. 
 
ROBOTICS II 
2.5 Credits         Semester         Unweighted         
Prerequisite: A grade of 70% or above in Robotics I. 
This course is a continuation of Robotics I with more advanced concepts and implementations being 
introduced. Students will design their own projects under the supervision of the instructor. 
 
MCAS MATH 
1.25 Credits       Semester        Unweighted             Prerequisite: None 
A mandatory course attended in conjunction with the regular math class. This course provides support 
to students who need additional MCAS instruction. Relevant topics from Algebra, Geometry, 
Probability, and Statistics will be covered. Students will be trained in test taking strategies as well 
with sample problems and tests being examined throughout the course. 
 
EPP MATH 
2.5 Credits Semester          Unweighted            Prerequisite: None 
This is an elective course designed to assist students to reach proficiency on the MCAS exam. The 
course will include instruction and practice with all relevant topics from the five MCAS strands as 
well as addressing test taking strategies. 
 
FINANCIAL LITERACY* 
2.5 Credits    Semester       Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
This course is designed to provide students with a working knowledge of the multitude of a consumer’s 
personal, business, and family needs. Real world topics will include income, money management, 
spending and credit, as well as saving and investing. Students will design personal and household budgets 
utilizing checking and savings accounts, gain knowledge in finance, debt, credit and credit card 
management, and evaluate and understand insurance and taxes. The course essentially provides a 
foundational understanding to make informed financial decisions. 
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This course will be weighted at the College I level for those students who take it as a math elective. 
 
ESL MATHEMATICS* 
5 Credits Full Year       College I 
Prerequisite: Recommendation of ESL director based on WIDA score and math background upon 
entry into the school. 
This course has a slower paced Algebra curriculum designed for students who are not yet ready for 
immersion into a mainstream mathematics course. The intent is to “graduate” these students into a 
mainstream course as quickly as possible. Unit topics include Fractions, Numerical and Algebraic 
Expressions, Solving Equations, Graphing on the coordinate Plane, Statistics, and Linear Functions. Each 
topic will include an emphasis on the relevant associated vocabulary.  
 
LIFE SKILLS FUNCTIONAL MATH 
Grades 9-12 
5 Credits          Full Year           Unweighted 
Prerequisite: As determined by the Special Education Team and as indicated in the 
student’s Individual Education Program (IEP). 
This course provides instruction and reinforcement of basic skills, basic measurement, money handling 
and practical application of mathematical problem solving in daily living. This course introduces basic 
money skills, banking/savings, maps/schedules reading, measurement skills and cooking activities to 
provide opportunities for students to demonstrate and apply skills taught. This course intended for 
students that are participating in MCAS through an alternative portfolio. 
 
*New Course 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 
 
 

  



 
62 

ORCHESTRA 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
Seating of the Orchestra is by recommendation of the elementary string teacher or by audition. The 
Orchestra will prepare and perform standard string orchestra and full orchestra repertoire. Additional 
opportunities include local, regional, and state audition and festival participation, school quartet, and 
small chamber group activities. Attendance and proper concert dress are required at the department 
concerts which are held throughout the year. 
 
CONCERT BAND 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
The Concert Band repertoire will include marches, symphonic compositions and orchestral transcriptions. 
Additional opportunities include participation in local, regional, and state auditions and festivals. Due to 
high school level instrumentation requirements, students may be assigned to parts other than their major 
instrument. Attendance and proper concert dress are required at the department concerts which 
are held throughout the year. 
 
JAZZ BAND I 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
Jazz Band I introduces and develops the basic tools needed to improvise in the jazz idiom. The jazz band 
will perform music in a wide range of styles and genres. In class, topics include: scales, modes, 12 bar 
blues, jazz patterns, and improvisation techniques. Where applicable; jazz band members must participate 
in concert band. Attendance and proper concert dress are required at the department concerts 
which are held throughout the year. 
 
JAZZ BAND II 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: Jazz Band I 
Jazz Band II continues the basic tools needed to improvise in the jazz idiom. The jazz band will perform 
music in a wide range of styles and genres. In class, topics include: scales, modes, 12 bar blues, jazz 
patterns, and improvisation techniques. Where applicable; jazz band members must participate in concert 
band. Attendance and proper concert dress are required at the department concerts which are held 
throughout the year. 
 
GUITAR 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
The material introduced in this course includes: basic major, minor and seventh chords; strumming in 4/4 
and 3/4 time; music alphabet, half/whole steps and their positions on both piano and guitar. The student 
will become familiar with the names of strings, guitar anatomy, scales and scale theory; chords and 
chorale theory; musical symbols and several songs appropriate to the level of the students. Emphasis will 
be placed on playing every day and student generated interests. Students with more experience or who 
opt to take the class a second time may choose their own music to learn and will have the opportunity to 
practice and develop their skills. 
 
PIANO 
2.5 credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
This course is for students with little or no musical experience as well as for students who have some 
background in music and/or piano. For beginners, the class will involve group lessons at individual 
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keyboards and will include the basics of music reading, exercises, and literature appropriate for the first 
year piano student. Students with more experience or who opt to take the class a second time may choose 
their own music to learn and will have the opportunity to practice and develop their skills. Assessment 
will be performance-based with a written component that will cover the elements of music theory learned 
throughout the class. 
 
FIRST YEAR’S CHORUS* 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
First Year’s Chorus is a year of training and transition for students new to high school chorus and is 
strongly recommended for students who want to continue singing in Vocal Ensemble and Minnesingers. 
Through the use of appropriate exercises and songs, we will develop a healthy singing technique, instill 
musicianship through performance and the study of basic music theory, and foster a sense of community 
within the chorus through mutual respect and support. Additional singing opportunities include 
participation in local, regional, and state auditions and festivals. Attendance and proper concert dress 
are required at the department concerts which are held throughout the year. 
 
VOCAL ENSEMBLE 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Current member of Minnesingers or department recommendation This class 
concentrates on repertoire for Minnesingers, though not exclusively, and is designed to develop 
vocal techniques which are integral to the performance of high- level choral repertoire. It includes a 
music therapy component, providing the student with the opportunity to participate in basic music 
therapy activities both in the school and in the community. Visits to Windemere and Island senior centers 
to perform and present music therapy workshops will be scheduled. Attendance and proper concert 
dress are required at the department concerts which are held throughout the year. 
 
CLASS VOICE 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
This class is for students who want to learn more about singing. Students will learn about their unique 
voice and how to develop good vocal health and technique. We will address specific needs and goals for 
each student on their journey toward discovering their voice. Song styles may include Musical Theatre, 
Pop and Classical. Students will help in choosing appropriate repertoire for themselves as well as 
exploring group warm-up techniques. Units are on basic music theory, music literacy, sight-singing 
techniques, physiology of the voice, diction for singing, and performance technique. 
 
MUSIC THEORY I 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
Music Theory I is designed for students with little or no previous musical background. The basic topics 
of rhythm, melody, scales, key signatures, ear-training, and harmony will be studied, as well as an 
introduction to rhythmic and melodic dictation. This course is especially recommended for students who 
wish to pursue vocal and instrumental performance during their high school career. 
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MUSIC THEORY II 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Music Theory I or recommendation of the department. 
This course is a continuation of Music Theory I, with emphasis on advanced harmony, compound 
rhythms, scales/modes, advanced, listening skills and individual projects. 
 
AP MUSIC THEORY 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement 
Prerequisite: Theory 1 and 2 or recommendation of the department and completion of summer 
work. Students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. Payment for the exam 
is due to the principal at the end of the first quarter. 
AP Music Theory is an accelerated honors course which integrates aspects of melody, harmony, texture, 
rhythm, form, musical analysis, elementary composition, and, to some extent, history and style. 
Musicianship skills such as dictation and other listening activities, sight-singing, and keyboard harmony 
are an important part of the course. Homework assignments and work on ear training skills outside of 
school are essential to the successful completion of this course.  
 
SOUND TECHNOLOGY 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
Create and record your own music using a combination of Garage Band/Pro Tools, a MIDI keyboard, 
another instrument or voice. Learn how to edit, arrange, and experiment with music and even create a 
film score. We will discuss basic music theory topics, as well as American music genres and trace the 
origins of the music you listen to today back 
to its roots. We will listen to all types of music, analyze the lyrics, melody, and beat structures, and look 
at the social context of the music. If you choose to take the class a second time, you have the opportunity 
to create your own curriculum with direction from the instructor. There will be opportunity for qualified 
students to work with the PAC sound board and learn hands- on about sound mixing live performances. 
 
THEATRE WORKSHOP I 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
This is a practical course in all theatre arts. Areas of study include dramatic literature, history of theatre, 
acting styles and techniques, directing, design, lighting and costumes, theatre games, and improvisation. 
Students are expected to present several projects throughout the course including scene work, 
monologues, and original theatre pieces. The course culminates in a live performance for an invited 
audience. 
 
THEATRE WORKSHOP II 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Theatre Workshop I or recommendation of the department. 
This is a course in intermediate to advanced scene study and Shakespeare. This includes acting skills, 
voice coaching, movement, script analysis and monologue work, advanced stage terminology, and 
writing and directing techniques. Text will be taken primarily from the works of Shakespeare, and 
students will learn history of Elizabethan England, the various meters of poetry, history and life of 
Shakespeare, and explore why Shakespeare’s plays are vital in today’s world. Students will create / 
rehearse The Annual Shakespeare Project, a piece to be performed for a live audience as a fully realized 
production at the end of second semester. 
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MUSICAL THEATRE PRODUCTION 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
A class for everyone! From design to performance, this course offers opportunities to learn about all 
aspects of producing musical theatre. Students will explore the art of singing for live theatre through 
vocal and acting coaching of a solo or duet. Students will participate as performers and / or technical staff 
to produce their own professional level small scale musical cabaret. Activities include vocal and acting 
coaching, directing opportunities, audition workshops, production elements such as staging, lighting and 
set design, and the firsthand experience of producing a cabaret start to finish, culminating in a live 
performance for a public audience! 
 
JUST ABOUT MUSIC 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
This class explores the role of music in our lives. Class activities will center on listening to, sharing, and 
discussing music, as well as exploring sound creation, musical instruments, and different styles of music. 
Sample units may include the study of movie and television soundtracks, music in entertainment, song 
lyrics, specific genres (e.g. jazz, blues), music in historical settings, world music, and music in 
advertising. Other units will be designed based on the individual interests of class members, and students 
will have the opportunity to develop their own activities/projects/units. 
 
THEORY PORTFOLIO 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Juniors and Seniors, Theory I and II, or recommendation of the department. 
Theory Portfolio is an accelerated theory course designed for the student who is interested in learning 
advanced theory and developing specific musical skills. Curriculum will be determined by the students. 
Projects may include composition, integration of advanced theory concepts, arranging, jazz theory, and 
any other areas of student interest 
 
MUSIC/THEATRE EXPLORATION 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
This class is for students with educational plans (IEP) who would like to explore areas of music and 
theatre. The class is also open to non-special education students, as peer mentors, who are interested in 
designing and implementing activities to present the basics of music and theatre to special education 
students. Units are project–based and will be determined by student interest and designed to reinforce the 
current curriculum in the students’ content classes. The culminating activity will be a shared presentation 
of classwork. 
 
MUSIC/THEATRE EXPLORATION 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted Prerequisite: None 
This ELL class is for students who would like to explore areas of music and theatre. The class is also 
open to English speaking students who would like to assist ELL students in learning elements of music 
and theatre. Activities will include exploring songs and theatre scenes in both Portuguese and English, 
learning about the instruments of the orchestra, listening to and discussing music and lyrics, and 
participating in theatre games, scene study, and monologues. Students will be required to keep a daily 
journal on their activities. Classes will be designed to reinforce English speaking and reading. 
 
*New Course 
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SCIENCE 
Recommended Courses for Science 
 
All Students 
3 years of science highly recommended: 

● 1 year of Earth Science 
● 1 year of Biology 
● 1 year of a second science (Chemistry, Physics, Physical Science, or Environmental Science) 

 
Electives* (open to 10th-12th graders who have completed 1 year of Earth Science and Biology) 

● Two semesters of electives could be substituted for the 3rd year of science, but not highly 
recommended if college-bound. Current electives include: Marine Biology, Anatomy and 
Physiology, Honors Science Research, and Green engineering.  

 
Non-science courses highly recommended for science-oriented students: 

● 4 years of Math, including: Algebra II; Precalculus and/or Calculus and/or AP Calculus (A or B); 
Statistics or AP Statistics 

● Computer Science, one or more of the following: Programming, Advanced Programming, AP 
Computer Science Principles 

 
Options by grade (highly recommended core courses in bold): Please note that students can move 
between levels from one year to the next. A student who takes C1 science one year, may move to Honors 
the next year by receiving a 90 or better. Also, there is flexibility in course sequencing at the upper levels 
as long as the prerequisites are met in both science and math. 
 

Group 9th 10th 11th 12th 

Non- 
honors 

Earth Science Biology Chemistry (for science- 
oriented) or 
Physical Science or 
Science Elective 

Physics or Chemistry (for 
science- oriented) or  
Physical Science 
AP Environmental Sci 
(w/permission), 
Science Elective 

Honors H Earth Science H Biology H Chemistry or 
H Physics 
AP Biology 
AP Environmental 
Science Elective 

H Chemistry or 
H Physics 
AP Biology 
AP Chemistry  
AP Environmental  
AP Physics 
Science Elective 

Accel. 
Honors 

H Earth Science 
and H Biology 

H Chemistry 
AP Biology 
AP Environmental 
Science Elective 

H Physics 
AP Biology 
AP Environmental 
AP Chemistry 
Science Elective 

AP Biology 
AP Environmental 
AP Chemistry 
AP Physics 
Science Elective 



 
67 

EARTH SCIENCE 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: Advanced standing with teacher recommendation from the 8th grade. 
An in-depth college preparatory study of the physical nature of the earth including geology, the study 
of the origin, history, processes, and structure of the solid earth; oceanography, the study of the earth's 
oceans; meteorology, the study of atmospheric conditions and their relation to weather and climate; 
astronomy, the study of the sun, moon, planets, and universe beyond earth. These four disciplines will 
be introduced individually and then combined to show how they interact through the cycling of energy 
and matter between the atmosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere, and lithosphere. 
 
EARTH SCIENCE 
5 Credits Full Year College I Prerequisite: None 
A college preparatory study of the physical nature of the earth including geology, the study of the 
origin, history, processes, and structure of the solid earth; oceanography, the study of the earth's 
oceans; meteorology, the study of atmospheric conditions and their relation to weather and climate, 
astronomy, the study of the sun, moon, planets, and universe beyond earth. These four disciplines will 
be introduced individually and then combined to show how they interact through the cycling of energy 
and matter between the atmosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere, and lithosphere. 
 
AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE* 
5 Credits          Full Year      Advanced Placement 
Prerequisite: A grade of 85% or above in honors Earth Science and honors Biology or 
recommendation of the department chair. Students are required to take the Advanced Placement 
exam in May. Payment for the exam is due to the principal at the end of the first quarter. 
AP Environmental Science is designed to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and 
methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze 
environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative risks associated with 
these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing them. Major topic areas 
studied are: Earth systems and resources, ecosystem ecology, population ecology, land and water use, 
energy resources and consumption, pollution, and global change.  
 
AP BIOLOGY 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement 
Prerequisite: A grade of 85% or above in Honors Biology or recommendation of the 
department chair. Students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. 
Payment for the exam is due to the principal at the end of the first quarter. 
A summer assignment must be completed before entering this course in the fall. 
The course covers Genetics, Molecular and Cell Biology, Evolution, Ecology and Biodiversity. It will 
address the common themes: Process of Science, Evolution, Energy Transfer, Continuity and Change, 
Structure/Function, Regulation, Interdependence in Living Things as well as Biotechnology. The 
course is lab-based and permits some flexibility to account for the pace of individual students. This 
course is intended for third and fourth year students. 
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BIOLOGY 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: A grade of 80% or above in Honors Earth Science or recommendation of the 
department chair. For incoming freshmen, this course must be taken concurrently with 
Honors Earth Science and Advanced Geometry. 
This in depth college preparatory course is a study of life on earth, concentrating on the themes of 
biology. The major concepts to be studied will concentrate on Cell Biology, Ecology, Evolution, 
Genetics and Heredity, and Science as a Process. Structure as it relates to function is examined in each 
of the kingdoms, and through anatomical and physiological studies. This course emphasizes the 
biological concepts addressed in the MCAS, as well as giving the student a firm background in 
laboratory studies. 
 
BIOLOGY 
5 Credits Full Year College I Prerequisite: None 
This college preparatory course is a study of life on earth, concentrating on the themes of biology. The 
major concepts to be studied will concentrate on Cell Biology, Ecology, Evolution, Genetics and 
Heredity, and Science as a Process. Structure as it relates to function is examined in each of the 
kingdoms, and through anatomical and physiological studies. This course emphasizes the biological 
concepts addressed in the MCAS, through course work, laboratory exercises and hands on activities. 
 
MCAS BIOLOGY 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisite: The recommendation of a guidance counselor is required for enrollment in this 
course. 
This is a semester course for students to do a focused study of the five biology areas covered by the 
Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. These areas include biochemistry and cell biology, genetics, 
anatomy and physiology, ecology, and evolution and biodiversity. Students will study these areas in 
preparation to take the Biology MCAS test at mid-year. 
 
AP CHEMISTRY 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement 
Prerequisite: A grade of 85% or above in Honors Chemistry or recommendation of the department 
chair. Students are required to take the Advance Placement exam in May. Payment for the exam is 
due to the principal at the end of the first quarter. 
The AP Chemistry course provides students with a foundation to support future advanced course work 
in chemistry. Through inquiry-based learning, students develop critical thinking and reasoning skills. 
Students cultivate their understanding of chemistry and science practices as they explore topics such 
as: atomic structure, intermolecular forces and bonding, chemical reactions, kinetics, thermodynamics, 
and equilibrium. 
  



 
69 

CHEMISTRY 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in Honors Algebra II, Advanced Algebra II or 
recommendation of the department chair. 
This in-depth college preparatory course is intended primarily for students who may be majoring in 
one of the sciences in college. Some major areas of study include: matter and energy; heat and 
temperature; nature of the atom; solids, liquids, and gases; gas laws; writing chemical formulas and 
chemical equations; physical equilibrium; and the periodic table, solutions, thermodynamics, 
chemical equilibrium, oxidation-reduction, and acid-base chemistry. 
 
CHEMISTRY 
5 Credits Full Year College I 
Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in Algebra II College I. 
This college preparatory course is intended primarily for students who want to take a third year of 
science. Some major areas of study include: matter and energy; heat and temperature; nature of the 
atom; solids, liquids, and gases; gas laws; writing chemical formulas and chemical equations; physical 
equilibrium; and the periodic table, solutions, thermodynamics, chemical equilibrium, oxidation-
reduction, and acid-base chemistry. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF PHYSICAL SCIENCE 
5 Credits Full Year College I 
Prerequisites: Completion of Earth Science and Biology 
In this course, students will explore the fascinating world of physical science, which is the study of 
matter and energy. The course is designed as an introduction to the major concepts in chemistry and 
physics. Chemistry is the study of the properties, composition, structure, and interactions of matter. 
Physics is the study of the relationship between matter and energy. These core subjects are 
investigated through laboratory experiences designed to promote and develop appropriate skills in 
science inquiry. This course is intended for students who have not taken a chemistry or physics course 
previously. 
 
AP PHYSICS 1 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement 
Prerequisite: A grade of 85% or above in Honors Physics and recommendation of the 
department chair. Students are required to take the Advance Placement exam in May. 
Payment for the exam is due to the principal at the end of the first quarter. 
AP Physics 1 is an introductory college-level physics course that explores topics such as Newtonian 
mechanics (including rotational motion); work, energy, and power; mechanical waves and sound; 
and introductory, simple circuits. Through inquiry-based learning, students will develop scientific 
critical thinking and reasoning skills. 
 
PHYSICS 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: Advanced Algebra II, Honors Algebra II or recommendation of the 
department chair. 
Fundamental concepts in physics will be developed through problem solving to give students a 
thorough understanding of motion and forces (in one and two dimensions), vectors, 
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momentum, energy, work, power, heat, sound, light, electricity, and magnetism. This course has a 
strong laboratory component and will include a number of projects involving the engineering design 
process. Applications involving renewable energy technologies will be emphasized. 
 
PHYSICS 
5 Credits Full Year College I 
Prerequisite: Algebra II or recommendation of the department chair. 
Fundamental concepts in physics will be developed through problem solving, laboratory work, and 
projects to give students an introductory understanding of motion and forces, vectors, momentum, 
energy, work, power, heat, sound, light, electricity, and magnetism. This is an integrated course that 
will make use of a number of engineering concepts where applications involving renewable energy 
technologies will be emphasized. 
 
PRINCIPLES OF GREEN ENGINEERING 
2.5 Credits Semester  Unweighted  
Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
This course is a hands-on, project-based course in which students will engage in the engineering 
design process. A variety of technologies will be explored, including energy, mechanical, and 
manufacturing technologies. Through the building and testing process, students will explore 
challenges that face our world in terms of green design. 
Offered based on student interest. 
 
MARINE BIOLOGY 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Biology 
This is a semester course for students interested in the marine sciences. The course will include the 
study of marine primary producers, marine animals, zooplankton, the nekton, benthic 
communities, fisheries, and marine tetra pods. Offered based on student interest. 
 
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Juniors & Seniors 
An elective course for students who have completed biology, this course will cover basic human 
anatomy and physiology of the major organ systems. Students will learn basic anatomical 
terminology and the processes of the Skeletal, Muscular, Circulatory, Respiratory, Excretory, 
Integumentary, Immune, Endocrine, Reproductive, and Nervous systems. Lecture material will be 
supported with labs on each system. 
Offered based on student interest. 
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE: SCIENCE TOPICS* 
5 Credits Full Year College I  Prerequisite: None 
This course is designed for newcomer English language learners. English language skills are taught 
through the medium of the sciences, especially biology. This course is part of the Newcomer 
Program for immigrant students. 
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HONORS SCIENCE RESEARCH 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted 
Prerequisites: C1 or Honors-level science taken previously or concurrently 
Students will complete an original, independent, experimental research project. Class time will focus 
on learning to read the scientific literature, experimental design, statistical analysis, improving research 
and presentation skills, discussions of individual progress, and peer review. Students are expected to 
generate their own research question, conduct a literature review, develop hypotheses, collect and 
analyze data and present original research at the end of the semester. 
Offered based on student interest. 
 
LIFE SKILLS SCIENCE 
5 Credits Full Year One or Two Year Course Unweighted 
Prerequisite: As determined by the Special Education Team and as indicated in the 
student’s Individual Education Program (IEP). 
This course is provided for students who will participate in grade 10 MCAS Science through the 
Alternative MCAS Portfolio. The portfolio can be completed over the course of one or two school 
years. The students will receive instruction in the curriculum areas of science and 
technology/engineering strands: Earth and Space Science, Life Science (Biology), Physical Science 
(Chemistry and Physics) and Technology/Engineering. Once the portfolio is completed students may 
elect to continue in the science curriculum for additional years, as determined at the IEP development 
with the team. 
 
*New Course 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 
“The role of Special Education should be to minimize the impact of the disability and maximize the 
opportunities for children with disabilities to participate in general education in their natural 
community” -Tom Hehir 
 
SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTION: 
MVRHS Special Education Department provides specialized instruction and/or related services for 
students meeting eligibility due to an educational disability in the least restrictive environment. 
Through a continuum of educational services, students Individual Education Plans (IEPS) are designed 
with a variety of services. These range from accommodations in the classroom, to supports provided 
from a paraprofessional, to participation in a co-teaching classroom, to resource room/academic 
support, to specialized instruction for specific content areas, and substantially separate 
classrooms/programs and access to specialized and individualized services for children with 
disabilities. Students that are found eligible for special education have a right to special education until 
they meet state and district graduation requirements or until they turn 22 years of age. 
Content courses that are special education classes (modified curriculum, methodology) provided in a 
separate setting from the general education classroom and taught by a special educator are listed with 
those curriculum areas in this program of studies guide. 
The special education classes that are provided to support students in their curriculum areas and other 
program needs are listed below. 
 
ACADEMIC SUPPORT 
Grades 9-12 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: As determined by the Special Education Team and as indicated in the student’s 
Individual Education Program (IEP). 
Academic support is provided with in the resource room. It is taught by a Special Education teacher. 
Skills that are addressed include executive functioning skills, i.e.; self-advocacy, learning strategies, 
study skills, test-taking strategies, self-determination, and/or organizational strategies. All of these 
strategies are taught so students may apply them in all of their general education classes to become 
more successful and independent in their learning, and to achieve annual goals set forth in their IEP. 
Students will learn about their own strengths and weaknesses as a learner. They will develop their 
goals and visions for the IEP and transition plan with their Special Educator in order to strengthen 
their independence and self- advocacy skills. 
 
READING RESOURCE SKILLS 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: As determined by the Special Education Team and as indicated in the student’s 
Individual Education Program (IEP). 
The course focuses on reading skills improvement with the consideration of the individual student’s 
particular educational needs. This will include instruction in reading and listening comprehension, 
decoding and encoding strategies, and vocabulary. The students will participate in the various reading 
programs; such as but not limited to: Wilson Reading System, SRA Reading Laboratory, Orton 
Gillingham, Lexia, or other programs for a portion of the class as well as practice and apply the skills 
utilizing their content curriculum course work. 
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TRANSITIONAL PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION SUPPORT: 
2.5 Credits Semester Unweighted (grades 11, 12, SP+) 
Prerequisite: As determined by the Special Education Team and as indicated in the student’s 
Individual Education Program (IEP). 
Students will develop and implement a transitional plan that includes communication skills, 
independent living skills, financial/banking skills as related to employability and employment. 
Students will explore employment, career paths, post-secondary education/training opportunities, as 
well as to develop a solid understanding of their learning personal strengths and weaknesses. Students 
will develop a resume, participate in job interviews, and complete applications for employment and or 
educational opportunities. This course will have field experiences in the school and within the 
community. 
 
SOCIAL SKILLS ACADEMIC SUPPORT 
Grades 9-12 
5 Credits Full Year Unweighted 
Prerequisite: As determined by the Special Education Team and as indicated in the student’s 
Individual Education Program (IEP). This course is designed to provide students that have been 
identified by the Team as needing additional specialized instruction in the area(s) of social skills, 
cognitive flexibility, and/or pragmatics. Students will address goals and objectives as defined in their 
Individualized Educational Plan through lessons that utilize video modeling, group discussions, and 
role playing. 
 

The MVRHS Special Education Department currently has 
three substantially separate programs for students with significant disabilities. 

These programs are designed with the belief that all students can learn together 
in the same school to prepare for adult living 

after graduating/transitioning from the high school. 
 
THE NAVIGATOR PROGRAM 
Grades: 9-12 
Student needs: The students serviced in the Navigator Program often have substantial multiple 
disabilities. These disabilities may include, but are not limited to autism, cognitive/intellectual 
impairment, physical, sensory, and/or medical. 
Overview: The content area curriculum is significantly modified to meet their individual needs. The 
students receive interventions in various areas such as; communication skills, motor skills, daily living 
skills. Related therapies are provided through consultation and direct services. The majority of the 
students has participated in statewide assessments through an alternative portfolio and will do so for 
their Grade 10 requirement. In most cases they will earn a certificate of participation and may move 
into the Voyager Program after their 4 years of High School. 
 
THE VOYAGER PROGRAM 
Grades/Ages: Students that have completed 4 years of high school in the Navigator Program and have       
not graduated; 18-21 yrs. old. 
Overview: The students in the Voyager Program continue to require interventions for independence in 
areas such as: daily living skills, vocational training, and functional academics in order to prepare for 
secondary planning. The students work on developing and strengthening their functional life skills. 
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These skills include money and time management, community safety, travel training, vocational 
training, and self-advocacy skills. The students are active in their transition planning from MVRHS to 
adult life in the community. The school team works collaboratively with community services. The 
students participate in many activities for volunteering, employment, recreation in the community. 
These students continue programming until turning 22 or receive a diploma, whichever comes first. 
 
THE COMPASS PROGRAM 
Grades: 9-12 
Overview: The Compass Program is a therapeutic support program for students found eligible with 
emotional impairments. It is a tiered program that provides supports and services on a continuum from 
substantially separate to full inclusion. It is designed to assist students in obtaining the necessary 
social/emotional and academic skills to successfully re-enter their grade level general education 
classrooms. The students set goals and have support plans in place to effectively monitor their 
progress. The students participate in small group and individual counseling sessions. 
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
Switching levels in World Language Courses: 

• In order to switch levels either from College I to Honors or College II to College I: 
• Student must score 90% or above overall in the lower level course; 
• Student must take a placement test and score 80% or higher; 
• The placement test must be taken at the end of the school year or during the summer 

before entering a higher-level course. 
• No student may switch up or take a placement test once the school year has started. 
• It is the student’s responsibility to communicate with the department chair their intent to 

switch levels and schedule the placement test. This must be done by June 1, 2018. Students 
cannot be scheduled into a higher-level course until they have confirmed a date for their 
placement test with the department chair. Once the date of the placement test is confirmed 
and a student is scheduled in a higher-level course if the student does not pass the 
placement test they will be informed and automatically be moved back to the lower level. If 
a student fails to show up for the scheduled placement test without prior communication 
with the department chair they will automatically be moved back to the lower level. 

 
 
 

Progression through French Courses at MVRHS 
 

 

FRENCH 1 
5 Credits Full Year Honors/College I 
Prerequisite: According to 8th grade placement exam. 
Students will begin/continue their introduction to French by developing competency in the four 
essential skill areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening and the language fundamentals of 
grammar and vocabulary. This course is driven by both prepared and spontaneous speech, 
comprehension of reading and audio sources and writing tasks that are focused on thematic vocabulary 
and targeted grammar. Students will regularly be encouraged to speak in the target language. 
Instructors will incorporate a variety of kinesthetic and interactive activities along with supplementary 
materials that highlight relevant cultural themes such as introductions, daily life, people and family, 
food, leisure activities and getting around town. Emphasis will be placed on present tense, regular and 
irregular verb conjugations, pronunciation, negation and adjective agreement. By the end of year one, 
students will have acquired strategies to effectively interpret and communicate in the target language 



 
76 

through simple presentations and interpersonal exchanges, as well as through reading and writing 
simple texts. 
At the College I level there will be less of an emphasis placed on grammar and there will be a stronger 
focus on communicative skills. The College I level will address grammatical concepts at an 
introductory level, while the Honors level will be more in depth and extensive. Skill- based tasks will 
be differentiated according to level. 
 
FRENCH 2 
5 Credits Full Year Honors/College I 
Prerequisite: Honors: A grade of 80% or above in Honors French 1 or recommendation of the 
department chair. There will be an exam the first day of this course to ensure that mastery of 
previous concepts is maintained over the summer. College I: French 1 Students will continue their 
study of French by building on and expanding upon language competency in the four essential skill 
areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening and the language fundamentals of grammar and 
vocabulary. This course is driven by both prepared and spontaneous speech, comprehension of reading 
and audio sources and writing tasks that are focused on thematic vocabulary and targeted grammar. 
Students will regularly be encouraged to speak in the target language. Instructors will incorporate a 
variety of kinesthetic and interactive activities along with supplementary materials that highlight 
relevant cultural themes such as travel, the kitchen and cooking, in the home, sports, nature, and 
clothing. Emphasis will be placed on verb conjugations in the present, simple future and past tense, 
adjective agreement, expanded negation, geographical prepositions and commands. By the end of year 
two, students will have acquired strategies to effectively interpret and communicate in the target 
language through moderately complex presentations and interpersonal exchanges, as well as through 
reading and writing texts of moderate complexity. 
At the College I level there will be less of an emphasis placed on grammar and there will be a stronger 
focus on communicative skills. The College I level will address grammatical concepts at an 
introductory level, while the Honors level will be more in depth and extensive. Skill- based tasks will 
be differentiated according to level. 
 
FRENCH 3 
5 Credits Full Year Honors/College I 
Prerequisite: Honors: A grade of 80% or above in Honors French 2 or recommendation of the 
department chair. There will be an exam the first day of this course to ensure that mastery of previous 
concepts is maintained over the summer. College I: French 2 Students further deepen their language 
competency in French by working towards mastery in the four essential skill areas of reading, writing, 
speaking, and listening and the language fundamentals of grammar and vocabulary. This course is driven 
by both prepared and spontaneous speech, comprehension of reading and audio sources and writing tasks 
that are focused on thematic vocabulary and targeted grammar. Students will be encouraged to speak 
primarily in the target language. Instructors will incorporate a variety of kinesthetic and interactive 
activities along with supplementary materials that highlight relevant cultural themes such as daily 
routines, helping with chores, shopping in France and traveling. Emphasis will be placed on the use of 
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reflexive verbs as well as subjunctive, future, conditional and both past tenses. By the end of year three, 
students will have approached mastery of strategies to effectively interpret and communicate in the target 
language through intermediate to advanced presentations and interpersonal exchanges, as well as through 
reading and writing texts of intermediate to advanced complexity. At the College I level there will be less 
of an emphasis placed on grammar and there will be a stronger focus on communicative skills. The 
College I level will address grammatical concepts at an introductory level, while the Honors level will be 
more in depth and extensive. Skill-based tasks will be differentiated according to level. 
 
FRENCH 4 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: Honors: A grade of 80% or above in Honors French 3 or recommendation of the 
department chair. There will be an exam the first day of this course to ensure that mastery of 
previous concepts is maintained over the summer. French 4 is a course that focuses primarily on 
conversation and culture while learning about the structural intricacies of the French language. Students 
will apply acquired grammar and vocabulary in an authentic way. The course will address the intricacies 
of advanced grammatical concepts, but maintain a focus on language application. At an advanced level 
students will explore cultural themes using a variety of authentic sources in the target language.  Students 
will be required to communicate almost exclusively in the target language. By the end of year four, 
students will be able to effectively interpret and communicate in the target language through advanced 
presentations and interpersonal exchanges, as well as through reading and writing texts of advanced 
complexity.  
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Progression through Portuguese Courses at MVRHS 
 
 

 
 
BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE 1 
5 Credits Full Year Honors/College I 
Prerequisite: According to 8th grade placement exam. 
Students will begin/continue their introduction to Portuguese by developing competency in the four 
essential skill areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening and the language fundamentals of 
grammar and vocabulary. Students will be introduced to the Portuguese- speaking world with a focus 
on Brazil. This course is driven by both prepared and spontaneous speech, comprehension of reading 
and audio sources and writing tasks that are focused on thematic vocabulary and targeted grammar. 
Students will regularly be encouraged to speak in the target language. Instructors will incorporate a 
variety of kinesthetic and interactive activities along with supplementary materials that highlight 
relevant cultural themes such as greetings, talking about oneself, numbers, alphabet, physical 
descriptions, personal characteristics, family and home, school and hobbies, as well as likes and 
dislikes. Emphasis will be placed on agreement of adjectives, present tense regular and irregular 
conjugations, and the simple future tense. By the end of year one, students will have acquired 
strategies to effectively interpret and communicate in the target language through simple presentations 
and interpersonal exchanges, as well as through reading and writing simple texts. At the College I level 
there will be less of an emphasis placed on grammar and there will be a stronger focus on 
communicative skills. The College I level will address grammatical concepts at an introductory level, 
while the Honors level will be more in depth and extensive. Skill-based tasks will be differentiated 
according to level. 
 
BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE 1 
5 Credits Full Year College II 
Prerequisite: According to 8th grade placement exam or recommendation of guidance 
counselor. 
This course will provide an introduction to Portuguese language and culture. Students will learn about 
where Portuguese is spoken in the world and a gain the ability to have basic conversation in 
Portuguese. Students will learn to introduce and describe themselves and talk about likes and dislikes. 
Students will acquire basic grammar, reading, and writing skills. The main focus of the course will be 
on conversation, vocabulary, culture. 
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Students that complete this course with a grade of 80% or higher will qualify to enter Portuguese 1 
College I. 
 
BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE 2 
5 Credits Full Year College II 
Prerequisite: Brazilian Portuguese 1 C2 
In Portuguese 2 C2, students will continue their introduction to Portuguese by continuing to 
develop competency in the four essential skill areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening and the 
language fundamentals of grammar and vocabulary. Students will learn about Portuguese culture and 
traditions both around the world and here in the United States. Students will gain the ability to have 
basic conversation in Portuguese and discuss topics such as food, clothing, and places around town. 
Students will acquire basic grammar, reading, and writing skills. The main focus of the course will be 
on conversation, vocabulary, and culture. 
Students that complete this course with a grade of 80% or higher will qualify to enter Portuguese 2 
College I. 
 
BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE 2 
5 Credits Full Year Honors/College I 
Prerequisite: Honors: A grade of 80% or above in Honors Portuguese 1 or 
recommendation of the department chair. 
There will be an exam the first day of this course to ensure that mastery of previous 
concepts is maintained over the summer. 
College I: Portuguese 1 
Students will continue their study of Portuguese by building on and expanding upon language 
competency in the four essential skill areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening and the 
language fundamentals of grammar and vocabulary. This course is driven by both prepared and 
spontaneous speech, comprehension of reading and audio sources and writing tasks that are focused on 
thematic vocabulary and targeted grammar. Students will regularly be encouraged to speak in the target 
language. Instructors will incorporate a variety of kinesthetic and interactive activities along with 
supplementary materials that highlight relevant cultural themes such as leisure time, family and home, 
school, travel, and meeting personal needs. Emphasis will be placed on the conjugations and uses of 
preterit and imperfect tenses, the present and past progressives and the future tense. By the end of year 
two, students will have acquired strategies to effectively interpret and communicate in the target 
language through moderately complex presentations and interpersonal exchanges, as well as through 
reading and writing texts of moderate complexity. At the College I level there will be less of an 
emphasis placed on grammar and there will be a stronger focus on communicative skills. The College I 
level will address grammatical concepts at an introductory level, while the Honors level will be more 
in depth and extensive. Skill-based tasks will be differentiated according to level. 
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BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE 2 FOR HERITAGE SPEAKERS* 
5 Credits    Full Year   HN         Prerequisite: Placement Exam.  
Students must speak Portuguese as a heritage language or recommendation of department chair. A 
heritage speaker speaks and/or understands Portuguese as a result their childhood environment, 
and has little to no literacy skills (reading and writing). 
This course provides Portuguese-speaking students with the opportunity to formally study and develop 
skills in their heritage language. This course is ideal for students that already speak Portuguese and are 
motivated to develop their language in an academic setting, with a focus on the use of formal and literary 
language. While learning about their language and cultural heritage, students will acquire literacy skills 
of reading and writing. Students will receive direct instruction on grammar and advanced vocabulary. 
The goal of this course is to further develop already existing language skills in order to become truly 
fluent in all aspects of the language.  Developing advanced language skills in this setting allows heritage 
speakers to hone their language skills, identify with their heritage culture, and enhance the many career 
opportunities that will be available to them as a result of their advanced fluency and literacy in a second 
language. This course will be taught almost exclusively in Portuguese. 
 
BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE 3 
5 Credits Full Year Honors/College I 
Prerequisite: Honors: A grade of 80% or above in Honors Portuguese 2 or 
recommendation of the department chair. There will be an exam the first day of this course 
to ensure that mastery of previous concepts is maintained over the summer. College I: 
Portuguese 2. 
Students further deepen their language competency in Portuguese by working towards mastery in the 
four essential skill areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening and the language fundamentals of 
grammar and vocabulary. This course is driven by both prepared and spontaneous speech, 
comprehension of reading and audio sources and writing tasks that are focused on thematic vocabulary 
and targeted grammar. Students will be encouraged to speak primarily in the target language. 
Emphasis will be placed on review of previously learned tenses, the future and conditional tenses, all 
perfect tenses. By the end of year three, students will have approached mastery of strategies to 
effectively interpret and communicate in the target language through intermediate to advanced 
presentations and interpersonal exchanges, as well as through reading and writing texts of intermediate 
to advanced complexity. At the College I level there will be less of an emphasis placed on grammar 
and there will be a stronger focus on communicative skills. The College I level will address 
grammatical concepts at an introductory level, while the Honors level will be more in depth and 
extensive. Skill- based tasks will be differentiated according to level. 
 
BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE 4 
5 Credits Full Year Honors/College I 
Prerequisite: Honors: A grade of 80% or above in Honors Portuguese 3 or Portuguese 3 for 
Heritage Speakers or recommendation of the department chair. There will be an exam the first 
day of this course to ensure that mastery of previous concepts is maintained over the summer. 
College I: Portuguese 3. 
Portuguese 4 is a course that focuses primarily on conversation and culture while learning about the 
structural intricacies of the Portuguese language. Students will apply acquired grammar and 
vocabulary in an authentic way. The course will address the intricacies of advanced grammatical 
concepts, but maintain a focus on language application. Instructors will incorporate a variety of 
kinesthetic and interactive activities along with supplementary materials that highlight relevant 
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cultural themes such as personality traits, emotions and feelings, opinions and beliefs, doubts, and 
requests and recommendations. At an advanced level students will explore cultural themes using a 
variety of authentic sources in the target language. Students will be required to communicate almost 
exclusively in the target 
language. By the end of year four, students will be able to effectively interpret and communicate in 
the target language through advanced presentations and interpersonal exchanges, as well as through 
reading and writing texts of advanced complexity. This course will be taught exclusively in 
Portuguese. 
 
BRAZILIAN PORTUGUESE 5* 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: A grade of 80% or above in Portuguese 4 or by qualifying score on the placement 
exam. There will be an exam the first day of this course to ensure that mastery of previous 
concepts is maintained over the summer. Students are encouraged, but not required, to take 
the NEWL: Portuguese, an A.P. prototype exam in May. 
Portuguese 5 is a rigorous course taught exclusively in Portuguese. The course will prepare students 
for the NEWL exam and focuses on the integration of authentic resources including online print, 
audio, and audiovisual resources, as well as traditional print resources that include literature, essays, 
and magazine and newspaper articles with the goal of providing a rich, diverse learning experience. 
Students communicate using rich, advanced vocabulary and linguistic structures as they build 
proficiency in all modes of communication. The topics range from personal information, basic needs, 
social conventions, and routine tasks, to formal announcements, pamphlets, etc., and to more advanced 
topics with lengthier prose text. It is assumed the students have previously been exposed to advance 
language structures in the courses leading up to this course; however, review of the mechanics is done 
within the contextual framework of each unit as needed. In order to succeed in this class, students must 
study and prepare themselves extensively inside the classroom and at home. 
 
PORTUGUESE-ENGLISH CONVERSATION CLASS 
2.5 Credits    Semester    Unweighted 
Prerequisite: Students must be enrolled in or have previously taken Portuguese as a Foreign 
Language OR be an English Language Learner. 
In this elective class, students will have the opportunity to practice the language that they are learning, 
either Portuguese or English, with native-speaking peers.  Students will learn about each other’s native 
cultures and traditions through projects and paired activities that encourage them to authentically practice 
the language that they are learning.  This course provides the perfect opportunity to improve speaking 
skills in Portuguese or English while getting to know other students and learning about their culture.  As 
an elective, this course is less demanding than our other language courses and is designed to support and 
encourage students that want to focus on improving their ability to speak the language that they are 
learning.  Running this course is dependent upon a balanced number of students learning Portuguese and 
students learning English.  This course can be taken more than once. 
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Progression through Spanish Courses at MVRHS 

 
 
 

 
 
SPANISH CONVERSATION AND CULTURE I  
5 Credits   Full Year        College II 
Prerequisite: None 
Spanish Conversation and Culture 1 is the first of the two-year College 2 sequence.  Focus will be on 
thematic vocabulary with an emphasis on conversational skills.  Students will learn to speak as well as to 
read, and write about a variety of topics that could include: making new friends, personality 
characteristics and school and free time activities.   Each unit will explore the unique aspects of the many 
different Spanish speaking cultures and traditions.   
 
SPANISH CONVERSATION AND CULTURE II  
5 Credits   Full Year        College II 
Prerequisite: Spanish 1. 
Spanish Conversation and Culture 2 is the second of the two-year College 2 sequence.  Focus will 
continue to be on thematic vocabulary with an emphasis on conversational skills.  Students will continue 
to develop conversational skills as well as to be able to read and write about a variety of topics that could 
include: celebrating birthdays, foods, places within a town and city and getting around.  Each unit will 
explore the unique aspects of the many different Spanish speaking cultures and traditions.  Please note 
that it is not the intention of this course to lead into level three Spanish.  Students wishing to continue 
with Spanish after this course must follow the World Language Department’s Switching Levels Policy. 
 
SPANISH 1 
5 Credits Full Year Honors/College I 
Prerequisite: According to 8th grade placement exam, or a grade of 80% or above in 
Spanish 1 College II to enter the College I level. 
At the Honors level there will be an exam the first week of this course to ensure that mastery of 
previous concepts is maintained over the summer. 
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Students will begin/continue their introduction to Spanish by developing competency in the four 
essential skill areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening and the language fundamentals of 
grammar and vocabulary. The honors level is an accelerated course and assumes prior knowledge in 
Spanish. Both levels of this course are driven by both prepared and spontaneous speech, 
comprehension of reading and audio sources and writing tasks that are focused on thematic vocabulary 
and targeted grammar. Students will regularly be encouraged to speak in the target language. 
Instructors will incorporate a variety of kinesthetic and interactive activities along with supplementary 
materials that highlight relevant cultural themes such as physical descriptions, personal characteristics, 
family and home, school and hobbies, as well as likes and dislikes. Emphasis will be placed on 
agreement of adjectives, present tense regular and irregular conjugations, simple future tense, and ser 
and estar. By the end of year one, students will have acquired strategies to effectively interpret and 
communicate in the target language through simple presentations and interpersonal exchanges, as well 
as through reading and writing simple texts. At the College I level there will be less of an emphasis 
placed on grammar and there will be a stronger focus on communicative skills. The College I level 
will address grammatical concepts at an introductory level, while the Honors level will be more in 
depth and extensive. Skill-based tasks will be differentiated according to level. 
 
SPANISH 2 
5 Credits Full Year Honors/College I 
Prerequisite: Honors: According to 8th grade placement exam for incoming 9th graders, a grade 
of 80% or above in Honors Spanish I or recommendation of the department chair. There will be 
an exam the first day of this course to ensure that mastery of previous concepts is maintained 
over the summer. College I: A grade of 70% or above in Spanish I College I or a grade of 80% 
or above in Spanish 2 College II. 
Students will continue their study of Spanish by building on and expanding upon language competency 
in the four essential skill areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening and the language 
fundamentals of grammar and vocabulary. This course is driven by both prepared and spontaneous 
speech, comprehension of reading and audio sources and writing tasks that are focused on thematic 
vocabulary and targeted grammar. Students will regularly be encouraged to speak in the target 
language. Instructors will incorporate a variety of kinesthetic and interactive activities along with 
supplementary materials that highlight relevant cultural themes such as vacation, day to day activities 
and events, sports and health. Emphasis will be placed on the conjugations and uses of preterit and 
imperfect tenses, the present progressives. By the end of year two, students will have acquired 
strategies to effectively interpret and communicate in the target language through moderately complex 
presentations and interpersonal exchanges, as well as through reading and writing texts of moderate 
complexity. At the College I level there will be less of an emphasis placed on grammar and there will 
be a stronger focus on communicative skills. The College I level will address grammatical concepts at 
an introductory level, while the Honors level will be more in depth and extensive. Skill-based tasks 
will be differentiated according to level. 
 
SPANISH 3 
5 Credits Full Year Honors/College I 
Prerequisite: Honors: A grade of 80% or above in Honors Spanish 2 or recommendation of the 
department chair. There will be an exam the first day of this course to ensure that mastery of 
previous concepts is maintained over the summer. College I: Spanish 2 Students further deepen 
their language competency in Spanish by working towards mastery in the four essential skill areas of 
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reading, writing, speaking, and listening and the language fundamentals of grammar and vocabulary. 
This course is driven by both prepared and spontaneous speech, comprehension of reading and audio 
sources and writing tasks that are focused on thematic vocabulary and targeted grammar. Students will 
be encouraged to speak primarily in the target language. Instructors will incorporate a variety of 
kinesthetic and interactive activities along with supplementary materials that highlight relevant cultural 
themes such as personality traits, emotions and feelings, opinions and beliefs, doubts, and requests and 
recommendations. Emphasis will be placed on review of previously learned tenses, the future and 
conditional tenses, all perfect tenses, and the subjunctive. By the end of year three, 
students will have approached mastery of strategies to effectively interpret and communicate in the 
target language through intermediate to advanced presentations and interpersonal exchanges, as well as 
through reading and writing texts of intermediate to advanced complexity. At the College I level there 
will be less of an emphasis placed on grammar and there will be a stronger focus on communicative 
skills. The College I level will address grammatical concepts at an introductory level, while the Honors 
level will be more in depth and extensive. Skill-based tasks will be differentiated according to level. 
 
SPANISH 4 
5 Credits Full Year Honors/College I 
Prerequisite: Honors: A grade of 80% or above in Honors Spanish 3 or recommendation of the 
department chair. There will be an exam the first day of this course to ensure that mastery of 
previous concepts is maintained over the summer. College I: Spanish 3. 
Spanish 4 is a course that focuses primarily on conversation and culture while learning about the 
structural intricacies of the Spanish language Students will apply acquired grammar and vocabulary 
in an authentic way. The course will address the intricacies of advanced grammatical concepts, but 
maintain a focus on language application. At an advanced level student will explore cultural themes 
using a variety of authentic sources in the target language. Students will be required to communicate 
almost exclusively in the target language. By the end of year four, students will be able to effectively 
interpret and communicate in the target language through advanced presentations and interpersonal 
exchanges, as well as through reading and writing texts of advanced complexity. 
At the College I level students will be expected to communicate effectively in a way that is reflective 
of knowledge and skills acquired in previous years at the College I level. Skill based tasks will be 
differentiated according to level. 
 
SPANISH 4 ADVANCED 
5 Credits Full Year Honors 
Prerequisite: A grade of 85% or above in Honors Spanish 3 or recommendation of the 
department chair, which is usually based on extensive study abroad/language immersion 
experience. A summer assignment must be completed before entering this course in the fall. 
Juniors only. 
This is a rigorous course taught almost exclusively in Spanish that prepares students for the AP 
Spanish Language and Culture course. The course focuses on the integration of authentic resources 
including online print, audio, and audiovisual resources, as well as traditional print resources that 
include literature, essays, and magazine and newspaper articles with the goal of providing a rich, 
diverse learning experience. Students communicate using rich, advanced vocabulary and linguistic 
structures as they build proficiency. The course is divided into six thematic units, which are further 
based on recommended contexts and guided by essential questions. Discussion of the topics in Spanish 
is an expectation of this course. It is assumed that students have previously been exposed to advance 
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language structures in the courses leading up to this course; however, an extensive grammatical review 
will be completed during the first quarter before moving into the thematic units. In order to succeed in 
this class, students must study and prepare themselves extensively inside the classroom and at home. 
 
AP SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 
5 Credits Full Year Advanced Placement 
Prerequisite: A grade of 80% or above in Spanish 4 Advanced or recommendation of the 
department chair, which is usually based on extensive study abroad/language immersion 
experience. A summer assignment must be completed before entering this course in the fall. 
Students are required to take the Advanced Placement exam in May. Payment for the exam is 
due to the principal at the end of the first quarter. . 
The AP Spanish Language and Culture course is a rigorous course taught almost exclusively in 
Spanish. The course focuses on the integration of authentic resources including online print, audio, and 
audiovisual resources, as well as traditional print resources that include literature, essays, and 
magazine and newspaper articles with the goal of providing a rich, diverse learning experience. 
Students communicate using rich, advanced vocabulary and linguistic structures as they build 
proficiency in all modes of communication. The course is divided into six thematic units, which are 
further based on recommended contexts and guided by essential 
questions. Discussion of the topics completely in Spanish is an expectation of this course. It is 
assumed the students have previously been exposed to advance language structures in the courses 
leading up to this course; however, review of the mechanics is done within the contextual framework 
of each unit as needed. In order to succeed in this class, students must study and prepare themselves 
extensively inside the classroom and at home. 

 
HISPANIC STUDIES* 
2.5   Credits        Semester  Unweighted 
This exciting course offers the perfect cultural and historical supplement to our Spanish language 
courses.  The elective is conducted in English and explores the themes of Families and Communities, 
Contemporary Life, Personal and Public Identities, Beauty and Aesthetics, Global Challenges, and 
Science and Technology.  Within each of these themes students will delve deeper into their 
understanding of Spanish and Latin American culture and history. 
This course is open to all students that are interested in Latin American Culture and History, and 
recommended for those that plan to enroll in AP Spanish Language and Culture. 
 
MODEL UNITED NATIONS SEMESTER 1 
2.5 Credits          Semester             Unweighted 
The Model United Nations (MUN) experience involves public speaking, research, writing, critical 
thinking, problem solving, learning diplomatic, and leadership skills. The knowledge students’ gain in 
world affairs can have a positive impact on a student’s readiness for college and careers. The MUN 
course is a skills-based class in which students represent one of the 193 UN member nations to discuss, 
debate, and craft resolutions on pressing international issues. 
The semester 1 course includes a history of the origin and purpose of the United Nations and an overview 
of International Law and Human Rights. Students will also prepare for the annual National High School 
Model United Nations (NHSMUN) conference which occurs in March. Class members are welcome to 
join the MVRHS MUN club (which runs separately and concurrently) and/or attend the conference, but 
they are not required to be in the club nor attend the conference in order to take this class.  
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MODEL UNITED NATIONS   SEMESTER 2 
2.5 Credits     Semester            Unweighted 
This course is ideal for students that wish to develop and/or continue studies related to international 
current events. As a foundation for learning students will work on themes and tasks related to being a 
delegate of the United Nations. Students will study the USA-UN Global Classrooms curriculum for a 
deeper understanding of current and global issues. 
This course would be of interest to those that wish to pursue a career in international relations, as well as 
students that are interested in attending the NHSMUN conference the following year. 
    Class members are welcome to join the MVRHS MUN club (which runs separately and         
concurrently) and/or attend the conference, but they are not required to be in the club nor attend the   
conference in order to take this class 
 
*New Course 
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PROJECT VINE 

MISSION STATEMENT 
Because the classic model of school is not the best fit for all students, Project Vine provides 
opportunities for learners to experiment with new and different strategies for learning about and 
engaging with their world. By focusing on individual student needs, greater community 
involvement and interdisciplinary connections in heterogeneously mixed classes, Project Vine 
strives to provide education for life up to and beyond graduation which enriches intellect, 
creativity, curiosity, wellness and joy. 

 
PROGRAM DETAILS 

 
• Smaller classes (< 12 students)  
• 4 core academic teachers (science, math, history and English)  and 1 dedicated 

adjustment/guidance counselor who stay with students throughout their high school career 
• Same curriculum as offered in mainstream classes, offered at CA level  
• Greater student voice in terms of class flow, communal space and projects chosen  
• Community-focused lessons, activities, trips and events meant to foster greater connection within 

the program and between students and the larger community. 
• Optional Enrichment block can be taken for credit to pursue independent academic interests and 

needs with guided support from staff  
• Community meeting time to reflect on and share concerns, strengths and needs with the both the 

staff and peers 
• Interdisciplinary focus on Habits of Mind and Learning to Learn/Executive Functioning Skills 

integrated across academic subjects 
• Allows for optional enrollment in electives and Career and Technical Education classes, as well 

as participation in other programs in the school, such as after school clubs, musical groups, sports, 
mentorships/internships, and Senior Project. 

 
STUDENT ADMISSION 
 

The program is voluntary and a student, along with his/her parent or guardian, makes the choice to 
enter. Students are identified based upon parent requests and/or school staff recommendations. Any 
MVRHS staff member, parent or guardian can refer a student to the program. In addition, students 
themselves can apply for admittance. Many students self- identify with a desire for a smaller 
community and closer relationships with their teachers and peers. Other reasons for enrollment may 
include student desire for more of a self-directed, hands on learning experience or student is not 
meeting expectations and potential in mainstream classes. 
Once a potential student has been identified the student, along with his or her parent/guardian, attends 
an entry meeting with the assistant principal, department chair and school counselor. 
Check out the student designed website at: http://projectvine.weebly.com/ 

 
  

http://projectvine.weebly.com/
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ENGLISH 
 
Vine Language Arts 9: Seeds & Roots       
2.5 Credits       Sem 2      College A             Prerequisite: None 
This course serves as a foundation for the study and enjoyment of all things language. Texts from 
multiple genres and various media forms are used to capture student interest and enhance skills necessary 
for getting the most out of what we read, see, hear, watch or otherwise consume both in high school and 
in the world beyond. With a focus on finding what interests you as well as kindling curiosity through 
reading, writing, discussion, visual arts, performance and film, students will put down the “roots” of 
language-arts skills to help you progress in school and in life.  Possible Texts include The Absolutely 
True Diary of a Part-Time Indian, Persepolis, Feed, Catcher in the Rye and the Wizard of Oz, as well as 
many classic short stories and poems.  
 
Vine Language Arts 10: Branches & Leaves    
5 Credits    Full Year      College A                  Prerequisite: Any English 9 
This course looks at the English language as the weird mixture of words, phrases, expressions and 
accents that it really is. By learning the history of the language and hearing the sounds of spoken English 
around the globe, you can contextualize your own place in the language and gain exposure to worlds far 
away in terms of both distance and time.  Students will learn about differences among accents, slang and 
regionalisms of language, as well as how cultural differences are inherent in language through the study 
of texts written in “other Englishes” such as archaic (Shakespeare), modern British, Irish, Australian, 
non-standard American dialects and patois. Possible texts include Harry Potter & the Philosopher’s 
Stone, MacBeth, Beowulf, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime and Me Talk Pretty One Day, 
as well as movies such as Slumdog Millionaire, Disney’s The Sword in the Stone and The Secret of Roan 
Inish.     
 
Vine Language Arts 11: Prune & Harvest     
5 Credits     Full Year          College A                Prerequisite: Any English 10  
Like other junior English classes, this class focuses on the literature and art that defines the American 
voice, focusing on the concept of what makes the so-called Great American Novel. Students explore the 
concepts of what it means to be American from the point of view of both America and the rest of the 
watching world. Exploration of texts includes early Puritan writings, American Romanticism, the 
Transcendentalists, texts about US involvement in wars and modern and contemporary pieces that 
examine what America has grown to be. Emphasis is on connecting the themes of American literature to 
students’ lived experiences. Writing in the class takes the form of journaling, reporting, crafting argument 
and analyzing others’ work.  Where possible, students will design and partake of relevant field trips to 
explore literature studied first-hand, such as travelling to New York City to see Holden Caulfield’s world 
from Catcher in the Rye, or to Nantucket to experience the start of the Pequod’s journey in Moby-Dick.  
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Vine Language Arts 12: Vintage  
2.5 Credits   Sem 1 Only     College A               Prerequisite: Any English 11  
A semester-long, seniors-only course, “Vintage” explores seniors’ own journey up to this point in their 
education and asks them to read and write about both the legacy they leave to the Project Vine program 
and the future they want to have. This course focuses on students’ individual needs in terms of relevant, 
engaging text and project selection meant to strengthen literary skills specific to student hopes for life 
beyond high school. Students are encouraged to develop their own, independent reading life and 
contribute their voices to the class, the program and their own larger communities through projects which 
require the acquisition and exhibition of new skills but also communication with audiences beyond the 
classroom, such as community members, potential employers, school administration and their own 
family. Past projects have included the making of a documentary, research and writing of haunted history 
stories of the Vineyard for public, spoken-word style performance, orchestrating fundraisers for charity 
and for the program, and the dedication of student-chosen books left as a legacy to future Project Vine 
students.  
 
Project Vine Enrichment   
5 Credits      Full Year     College I                                     Prerequisite: None  
Project Vine member students are invited to use the optional, for credit Enrichment block to pursue 
independent academic interests in a guided setting with focus on goal setting, scheduling and reflection. 
Students in Enrichment work alone or in groups with regular support from staff on student-designed 
projects, big and small, meant to enhance the authenticity and autonomy of their academic careers. Past 
projects include the production of the Project Vine website, work with training service dogs off-site, the 
learning of American Sign-Language and a research study on the benefits of video games. Unlike a study 
hall, Enrichment is a for-credit class which requires frequent production of tangible evidence of growth 
according to schedule, but within this framework offers tremendous freedom for students to pursue their 
own learning interests.    
 

MATH 
Algebra I 
5 Credits     Semester     College A    Prerequisite: Project Vine Student 
Algebra I provides a formal development of the algebraic skills, critical thinking, and concepts necessary 
for solving problems in a wide variety of disciplines, such as science, business, social sciences, and 
technology. The instructional program in this course provides for the use of algebraic skills in a wide 
range of problem-solving situations. Hands on activities and projects are used throughout to reinforce 
topics. Khan Academy is used throughout the course for added individualized instruction. Topics covered 
include operations with real numbers, linear equations and inequalities, relations and functions, 
polynomials, algebraic fractions, and nonlinear equations.  
 
Geometry 
5 Credits    Full Year    College A    Prerequisite: Project Vine Students 
This course will teach the concepts of geometric thinking and spatial reasoning, geometric figures, and 
their properties. The instructional program in this course provides for the use of geometric and algebraic 
skills in a wide range of problem-solving situations. Hands on activities and projects are used throughout 
to reinforce topics. Khan Academy is used throughout the course for added individualized instruction. 
Topics covered include introduction to proof, logic, parallels, polygons, congruence, perimeter, area, 
volume, similarity, circles, trigonometry and applications. 
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Financial Literacy* 
2.5 Credits    Sem           College A                   Prerequisite: Project Vine Students 
This course is the need to know course on how to handle your money after high school. The semester 
long course provides individualized instruction in developing and applying basic math skills for use in 
college prep, vocational, and financial situations. The Financial Planning Curriculum based on the NEFE 
(National Endowment for Financial Education) is used throughout the year. Topics covered include 
percent, probability, compound interest, loans, credit cards, mortgage, cost of living index, budgeting, 
financial services, income, investing, and taxes. 
 
Applied Mathematics 
5 Credits    Sem            College A                      Prerequisite: Project Vine Students 
This semester long course explores the world through math, taking the math you’ve learned in previous 
classes and developing it further with problem solving activities. Many of the lessons are technology 
based, using Google Earth to solve such real world problems as estimating oil spills, droughts, space 
exploration, and creating architecture, 3D drawing, and other art forms using modern apps and programs. 
The length of these real world activities may range from days to weeks and will most often be students 
working together in pairs or small groups. 
 

SCIENCE 
 
EARTH SCIENCE  
5 Credits   Sem             College A                Prerequisite:  Project Vine Students freshman 

science course 
This college preparatory course studies the physical nature of the earth including geology, the study of 
the origin, history, processes, and structure of the solid earth; oceanography, the study of the earth's 
oceans; meteorology, the study of atmospheric conditions and their relation to weather and climate; 
astronomy, the study of the sun, moon, planets, and universe beyond earth. Students collect and analyze 
data in various Island environments to gain a better understanding of the nature of science, data and 
implications for Human life on Earth.  Projects help students to understand and learn skills to show their 
understanding of the interactions of Earth’s spheres through the cycling of energy and matter between the 
atmosphere, hydrosphere, biosphere, and lithosphere. 
 
BIOLOGY 
5 Credits    Full Year    College A                Prerequisite: Project Vine Students freshman 

science course 
This is a college preparatory course which includes a study of life on earth, concentrating on the themes 
of biology. The major concepts to be studied will concentrate on Cell Biology, Ecology, Evolution, 
Genetics and Heredity, and Science as a Process. Structure as it relates to function is examined in each of 
the kingdoms, and through anatomical and physiological studies. This course emphasizes the biological 
concepts addressed in the MCAS, through course work, laboratory exercises and hands on activities. 
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MACHINES: Science of Work, Force and Motion  
2.5 Credits    Sem    College A                      Prerequisite: Project Vine Student and completion of a 

freshman Science and Biology, 
Juniors & Seniors 

Students begin this course with construction and testing of simple machines. Using that foundation we 
construct and evaluate machines with increasing complexity. The construction and performance of 
machines is the foundation to explore the relationships between motion, force and work. Students will 
explore these topics through lab activities and engineering projects using a variety of mediums and tools. 
In this engineering/building based approach students are able to learn applicable skills to variety 
applications in preparation for postsecondary career, technical school and college. Students will 
understand motion and forces through Newton’s laws of motion and their application. Understanding 
momentum and conservation of energy and students will describe and predict motion graphically, 
numerically and symbolically. 
 
ENERGY SCIENCE AND ROBOTICS 
2.5 Credits    Semester    College A              Prerequisite: Project Vine Student and completion of a 

freshman Science and Biology, 
Juniors & Seniors  

Every day we use light, heat and electricity for a variety of purposes supported by electrical devices. 
Increasingly these devices involve robotic components to aid in their efficiency and usefulness.  We 
begin this course building and testing devices using light, sound and electricity. Using that foundation we 
then build and test robotic and automated devices. In this engineering/building based approach students 
are able to learn applicable skills and a variety of applications in preparation for postsecondary career, 
technical school and college. Students will predict heat transfer in a variety of applications through the 
processes of convection, conduction and radiation. Students will describe the measurable properties of 
waves (velocity, frequency, wavelength, amplitude, and period) and explain the relationships among 
them in applications with mechanical and electromagnetic waves. Voltage will be explored through its 
applications to power and basis for electric motors, generators, and other technologies. Students will 
explore and describe various models graphically, numerically and symbolically. 
 

HISTORY 
 
PROJECT VINE GLOBAL (IZATION) STUDIES I 
5 Credits    Semester    College A                  Prerequisite: Project Vine Students, completion of 

U.S. History I and II 
In a typical Global I class students study the development of world civilizations as well as the history of 
the major empires and political entities of the early classical period, including but not limited to The 
Roman Empire, the Ottoman Empire, the Mughal Empire, the Byzantine Empire, and the major pre-
Columbian civilizations that existed in Central and South America. Students examine the important 
political, economic, and religious developments of this period, including the development of Christianity 
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and Islam, the conflicts between them in different parts of the world, and the beginnings of European 
influence on the western hemisphere. 
Finally, students study the development of democratic, scientific, and secular thought in the major events 
and developments of European history. In Global-(ization) I students will examine those issues through 
the lenses of globalization in all its diverse forms of world-wide interconnection both in the past and in 
the present. We will begin to realize that our current system of globalization is just a continuation of a 
trend that began long ago. Some Questions/Themes this class will revolve around are: How did goods, 
capital and people move around the world in the distant past? How did these movements change politics, 
belief systems and behavior patterns in their origins and globally? How do belief systems change history 
and dictate the direction of not only individuals, but countries and Empires? How can increasing global 
interconnectedness between countries also lead to greater inequality in countries? Why are 
financial/political crises, environmental crises, and health crises also now increasingly experienced as 
global crises? How we all are connected together, and who are "we"? 
 
PROJECT VINE GLOBAL (IZATION) II 
5 Credits    Semester    College A                  Prerequisite: Project Vine Students, completion of 

U.S. History I and II 
Students study the rise of the nation state in Europe, the French Revolution, and the economic and 
political roots of the modern world. They study the origins and consequences of the Industrial 
Revolution, 19th century political reform in Western Europe, and imperialism in Africa, Asia, and South 
America. They will explain the causes and consequences of the great military and economic events of the 
past century, including World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the Cold War, and the Russian 
and Chinese revolutions. Finally, students will study the rise of nationalism and the continuing 
persistence of political, ethnic, and religious conflict in many parts of the world. (The description above 
is the standard course description for Global Studies II) What is Different about This Course? This will 
not be a typical history “survey” of the sort you might be accustomed to. It differs in at least two ways: 
Big Difference #1 we will not even attempt to “cover” everything; instead, we will “uncover” what 
historians do. Many traditional history surveys attempt to cram every person, place, and thing that was 
important in this period into students’ heads. I disagree with this approach, because I think it’s more 
important in the long run for you to understand what historians do. So instead of organizing our study 
around the question of “What happened next?” we will be considering bigger questions, like these: • How 
do historians decide what to include in the stories they tell about the past? • What makes the stories 
professional historians tell about the last 200 years different from other stories about the past, including 
ones you may have heard outside of any history class? • Why is it possible to tell different stories about 
the same past events, even when the basic facts about many events are already known, and what makes 
one story better than another? 
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U.S. HISTORY I 
5 Credits    Sem    College A                           Prerequisite: Project Vine Student, freshman 

history course 
Students examine the historical and intellectual origins of the United States during the Revolutionary and 
Constitutional eras. They learn about the important political and economic factors that contributed to the 
outbreak of the Revolution as well as the consequences of the Revolution, including the writing and key 
ideas of the U.S. Constitution. Students also study the basic framework of American democracy and the 
basic concepts of America government such as popular sovereignty, federalism, separation of powers, 
and individual rights. Students study America’s westward expansion, the establishment of political 
parties, and economic and social change. Finally, students will learn about the growth of sectional 
conflict, how sectional conflict led to the Civil War, and the consequences of the Civil War, including 
Reconstruction. The reading of primary source documents is a key feature of the two-year set of U.S. 
history standards. 
 
U.S. HISTORY II 
5 Credits    Full Year    College A 
Prerequisite: Project Vine Student, completion of U.S. History I 
Students will analyze the causes and consequences of the Industrial Revolution and America’s growing 
role in diplomatic relations. Students will study the goals and accomplishments of the Progressive 
movement and the New Deal. Students will also learn about the various factors that led to America’s 
entry into World War II as well as the consequences of World War II on American life. Finally, students 
will study the causes and course of the Cold War, important economic and political changes during the 
Cold War, including the Civil Rights movement, and recent events and trends that have shaped modern-
day America. 
The reading of primary source documents is a key feature of the two-year set of U.S. history standards. 
Those documents listed as “seminal primary documents to read” are required and listed in the course 
syllabus. 
 
*New Course 
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